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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study on the reconciliation after the village
headman election with a case study of the village headman election in Stuk district,
Buriram province were: (1) to study the situations and conditions of the conflict that
occurred after the village headman election in Stuk district, Buriram province, and (2)
to study the process and ways to develop the reconciliation after the village
headman election in Stuk district, Buriram province in accordance with the theories
of conflict and reconciliation. This study was a qualitative study with the interviews
of 42 informants including 2 candidates of the village headman election, 2 relatives
of the candidates, 6 representatives of the voters, 1 representative from the Stuk
District Office, 1 police officer, 1 officer from the local government administration,
and 1 representative of the Office of the Permanent Secretary for Defence and these
14 informants were representatives in each study area. Since the study area was
divided in 3 areas including district municipality, sub-district municipality, and sub-
district ‘administrative areas, the sample size of this study was~a total of 42

informants:

The results showed that:

1. Most participants experienced with the conflicts in terms of disengaging

in the activities or programs in the village, the finding the others’ faults and



requesting the village headman’s performance, and also conducting vituperative

violence.

2. The characteristics of the conflict occurred after the village headman
election in Stuk district, Buriram province between 2016 and 2018 were divided into
three groups including the conflicts of only among the village headmen candidates,
the conflicts between the village headman candidates and the relatives of other
candidates, the conflicts of only among the relatives of the village headman

candidates.

3. When the conflicts already occurred, its effects highly happened to the
village and negatively influenced the villagers to cause the conflict, the reduction of
harmony and the difficulty of the officers to perform some activities in the village.

Therefore, the village conditions were difficultly enhanced.

4. The causes of the conflict were from three different sources including

personal-related, work-related, and position-related sources.

5. Most participants experienced with the solutions of local conflicts in
terms of engagement in dealing with the conflicts and creating the harmony under

the performance of the government as the key organization.

6. The guideline of the reconciliation to solve the problems of the
conflicts occurred after the village headman election in Stuk district, Buriram
province between 2016 and 2018 consisted of three ways: (1) the ways of mental
retreatment, i.e., the understanding of the occurred events, the utilization of local
resources and the retreatment with the creation of new things, (2) the ways of
communication, i.e., the process of telling true stories, and (3) the ways of the
mental and emotional management, i.e., the implementation of religious and believe

concepts as the tools.

7. The guideline of the development of reconciliation after the village

headman election in Stuk district, Buriram province to eliminate the local conflicts



could be divided into two components, i.e., the creation of role models and the

disclosure to public for the learning purposes

The recommendations derived from this study were:

1. The government organization should play the major role as the
coordinator of the reconciliation to increase the knowledge and the understanding,
provide the advices to solve the conflicts and also educate the villagers about the

importance of the democracy.

2. The sub-district headman and village committees should give
opportunities to the villagers to participate in the creation of reconciliation in the

village.

3. The successful guidelines of the reconciliation after the village
headman election should be further applied to other areas with the conflicts after

the village headman election.

4. The connectivity and coordination of the reconciliation should be

promoted to solve the conflicts of all relatives and the village headman candidates.

Keyword : reconciliation, election village headman, Stuk district Buriram province
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