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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study 1) the history and traditions of Khao Phanom
Rung festival, 2) identity and ritual space of the religious at Khao Phanom Rung, and 3)
cultural identity building through the Khao Phanom Rung festival. This study was
qualitative research collecting data from documents, researches and field data by using
in-depth interviews from the purposive sample groups which are 4 knowledgeable
people, 4 practitioners, and 20 general people. The research instruments are
observation, non-participant observation, structured interview, and unstructured

interview. The results were presented by using descriptive analysis.

The findings revealed that the history of Khao Phanom Rung festival is to
worship the sacred things on Khao Phanom Rung. Originally, the religious rituals were
just making merit and paying to the Buddha’s footprint model in the past. Later on,
Buriram in collaboration with the Fine Arts Department and the Tourism Authority of
Thailand has held and developed Khao Phanom Rung festival from the local traditions
of the villagers to the grandiose traditions of the state and come along with historical
stories that blended withimagination harmoniously, and that allows people to admire
the beauty of the Khao Phanom Rung and visit the traditional. Identity and ritual space
of the religious at Khao Phanom Rung and religious ritual areas at Khao Phanom Rung,
it was found that ritual performing consists of the sacred worship of Phanom Rung
Sanctuary, the worship of an eight petalled-lotus motif, and the worship of San Chao

Pho Prasat Thong, which is held in the annual festival at Khao Phanom Rung to inform



the sacred things according to traditional belief and to worship the gods and the
place for the well-being of life. Creating cultural identity through the Khao Phanom
Rung festival, it was found that Khao Phanom Rung festival was created from the
traditional one and the new one. The presentation on the tradition of Khao Phanom
Rung festival has a unique identity that has many connections to Buriram by bringing
cultural identities such as the performance of Buriram Apsara Dance, the wearing a red
sarong (Phasin Teen Deang) which use to dress up in Apsara beautifully and it also
makes a good income for the local area. Moreover, there is a phenomenon of sun
shine passing through 15 doorways that can be considered as a miracle that obviously

creates the identity of Buriram.

The results of the research were found that building faith and the power
of belief in the ritual space caused a tradition that has been doing continuously, built
the reliability and sanctity of traditions for people, and created an identity connected
with the community by selecting tourism as a space of identity until there was a
phenomenon of creating identity to support tourism that caused a bond with more
people in the community as a tourist destination and source of income. The results of
the research revealed how cultural identity is created from the community, society
and traditions that are beneficial to management ecotourism, the construction of the

economy, supporting local people, and support sustainable tourism.

Keyword : Khoa Phanom Rung tradition, ritual area, Buriram identity
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