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ABSTRACT

The objective of the thesis was to study the teenage identity and
strategies for presentation of teenage identity in fifty-seven literary works for
adolescents, awarded as the best fictions among interesting books for adolescents at
12-18 years of age from Office of the Basic Educational Commission under Ministry of
Education in the national book awards during B.E. 2547 — 2563. The study was
conducted by the qualitative research methodology upon the conceptual framework

of teenage identity and presentation strategies.

The findings revealed that there were two levels of teenage identity in
those writings: 1) At the individual level, there were five aspects of teenage identity:
living life, personality, behavior, emotion, and attitude. 2) At the social level, there
were four aspects: living life, behavior, attitude, and gender. Each aspect of teenage
identity was presented into two distinct manners; 1) the undesirable identity, which
was mostly aimed at description of the individual identity to inform that teenagers
expressed violent emotions and behaviors, sensitive to be hurt, and desired
independence and freedom from coercion, intimidation, and rules in the society, and
2) the desirable identity, which was aimed at demonstration of the adolescents’
thought and attitude related to adherence to the national key institutions. It was the

characteristic encouraged by the government to nurture in Thai adolescents in order



to have them to recognize their own roles as a part of the country to participate in
the country’s civilization and to specify the country’s future. The strategies for
teenage identity presentation were categorized into two concepts: 1) the concept of
literary components consisted of five strategies; character development, dialogue
development, plotting, scene and location setting, and theme presentation,
respectively, and 2) the concept of linguistic components comprised of seven
strategies; sentence structure usage, modality, figurative expression, presupposition,
rhetorical question, lexical selection, and citation, respectively. Several strategies
were simultaneously used to disclose the teenage identity. As a result, the
description of youth’s self-identity in the author’s viewpoint and the instillation of
youth’s desirable identity were successfully instructed to their perception without
any trace of oppression or domination. Such strategies were found useful for

socialization of desirable teenage identity as desired by the society.

Keyword : Teenage Identity, Literature for Youth, Presentation Strategy
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