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ABSTRACT

Patuxay, Vientiane Capital is considered as a cultural heritage with aesthetic
that can also be linked to the history and social culture of Laos. By studying and
researching relevant documents, the researcher hasn’t found studies which described
the meaning of “Patuxay” through an academic perspective of art, or anything linking
it and the cultural dimensions of the Lao people through time in the changing social
context of the country - as an academic issue of interest to the researcher for this
study. The “Patuxay” monument is a valuable heritage and property for the Lao
nation. Over time, history has changed and the meaning or relevance of “Patuxay”
has also changed, socially. The researcher introduces the concept of “Semiology” [the

)

study of musical signs] and “Social memory” as framework for understanding and
describing social phenomena, and the text in this research and uses qualitative
research methodology. The study was based on the collection of data from
documents and related research and interviews experts involved. The research will

also describe and discuss the results through descriptive analysis.

This study raises the viewpoints of the people in society toward the
Triumphal Arch, as a signifier, which links and correlates between people using spaces
to encode appearances through alternative social interpretations. Although the Arch is

still standing in the same location, the situation in the country has evolved over time,



and the meaning of “Patuxay” was also changed. This research understands the
people and culture of Laos over time in different national contexts through the
“Patuxay” monument. This can be used as a guideline for future research studies on

nearby issues.

Keyword : Monument Patuxay, Vientiane Capital, Semiology, Signifier and Signify
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wleuelaewle (Doi Moi) waza1 AsdunuIN1sivgd ( New Economic Mechanism) uitw..
2529 (1986) 1Tusiuan
3.1.1 “Wisansesn” (Perestroika) (p€rd strOIkd/ Russian: [lepecTpoinKa
Hunmsiedeulymensidlesitenisufsunelunssareniraduisanninleon
Tuthemmssuil 1980 uaziimnuAerdesetnainewnstudihlodon dadanesuven uas
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