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ABSTRACT

“Nok Husadiling", code of social stratification in Isan society and culture, is
the rite relating to the belief of life after death. It is associated with the history, beliefs,
social class and traditional creation. It is also about the communication through
symbols which show honor. The systematic selection process which is constructed by
Isan culture can explain the class of the honorable person in this rite. This research
can explain the development of arts, traditions of the rite of Husadiling in various
contexts of Isan culture. The classification of social relation in the form of symbol
through the rite of Husadiling is the result of the participation of the government, who
controls the Great Tradition. Isan people in traditional society including the heirs of
the former governor, who own and exclusively conduct this rite, are grouped as Little
Tradition. They have to conduct the rite under the government context together with

the reconstitution of Husadiling in Isan culture.

The study shows the occurrence and the existence of culture that explains
the present life and the next life and the belief in the present life. The presentation
of the symbol in Nok Husadiling and the rite represents the class of the participants in
the rite and the concept of cosmology through the art of Nok Husadiling. It is the
imagination of elephant mixed with bird which represents the power of Himmapan
creatures according to the ideaology. The bird’s head indicates two characteristics. 1)

The head is similar to the elephant than the bird. 2) The head is similar to the bird



than elephant. In addition, the bird’s body indicates two characteristics: 1) flat with
colored patterns and 2) curved dimension with colored patterns. The materials are
changed according to changing social conditions. There are three features in the
construction combining with Prasat Busabok: 1) Nok Husadiling supporting Busabok, 2)
Nok Husadiling enclosing Busabok, and 3) Nok Husadiling enclosing doubled Busabok.
The reform in important details both the crematory and patterns of Husadiling clearly

reflects the modification of rites as well as the purpose of the ritual.

There is a change of Husadiling phenomenon in the rite all the time
including the modification of various art forms to serve modern society in Isan culture.
The rite is not restricted anymore. The chance to conduct the rite of Husadiling after
the death of someone increases. Moreover, the cremation with Husadiling for general
people is interesting for the researchers to study the recent situation that there are no
heirs of former governor and the rite of Husadiling changes from "specific group" to
"general group". This may help preserve the rite of Husadiling to be existed in the same

form but with the changing content.

Keyword : Nok Husadiling, Social Stratification, Isan Society and Culture
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