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ABSTRACT

This paper analyses the livelihood rehabilitation of affected communities
around the Rasisalai dam in Sisaket, Roi-et and Surin provinces. The dam is one of
fourteen dams of the Kong-Chi-Moon project. The building of the dam caused
flooding that affected 7,700 families. After years of struggle, villagers managed to win
concession from the government. The government agreed to assign fund for
livelihood rehabilitation to affected communities for 10 years. From 2013 onwards,
villagers have tried to rehabilitate their livelihoods by concentrated on 4 principles.
Firstly, rehabilitation must carry out through group effort, because the effect created
by the dam cannot solve by individual; it need. collective action. In addition,
collective effort also vital for maintaining villagers’ bargaining power. Without
bargaining power, it is possible that the government would withdrew their support.
Secondly, villagers have to change from chemical farming to organic one in order to
reduce ' cost, cultivating area and more importantly, to reduce the harmful of
pesticide on farmers’ health. Thirdly, Villagers have to create an alternative market
for their products. This task will carry out through the existing networks of NGOs and
communities. However, it is necessary for villagers to use social media to promote
their products. Fourthly, to make the above tasks materialize, communities need a
learning center to popularize and practices organic farming among their members. All

of these principles would became a new model for setting up new livelihood of
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1.6.2 wuaAAN1SASeTNaE198 B (Sustainable Livelinoods Concepts)
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