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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to analyses three major issues; 1) the condition which
caused Chi River’s basin farmers to engaged and withdraw from fish cage in contract
farming and 2) livelihoods trajectories of Chi River Basin’s farmers of fish cage in
contract Farming 3) important lesson learned for the farmers in contract farming and
independent. This thesis applies the concept of livelihoods trajectory and social
capital. The fieldwork was conduct through participant observation, key informant
interview and group discussion at Baan Din Dam, Muang District, Mahasarakham

Proinve in 2017. The finding are as following.

First, the major conditions which lead farmers into contract farming are
the supports from capital such as new technique, loan in term of fry, food for feed
the fish, and medicine and capital quarantine fish’s price at the beginning. While
farmers have natural capital, particularly the Chi river which are common proper.
However, farmers-gave up fish cage contract farming because they faced with higher
costs. They also bear the burden such‘as risk from fish’s disease, quality if small fish
which loan by capital, and uncertain fish price because the capital did not buy fish

from farmers as they did at the beginning.

Second, After withdrew from contract farming, some farmers conducted



independent fish cages, while others turned to other kinds of farming Both of them

were able to use their social capital to create market for their products.

Third, the important lesson learned for the farmers in contract farming

and independent are cost reduction, marketing, and diversify of production.

In summary, the finding of the thesis point out that the ethnographical
approach with the concept of livelihoods trajectory and social capital enhance our

understanding of livelihood of Chi River Basin’s farmers.

Keyword : Livelihoods Trajectories, Chi River Basin's Farmers in the Contract Farming

of Fish Cages
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