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ABSTRACT

The aims of this qualitative study were (1) to investigate the learning
process of herbal doctors, and (2) to investigate patient treatment guidelines of
herbal doctors residing in Bonoi Village, Thasongkhon Sub-District, Muang District,
Mahasarakham Province. The samples included 40 persons, including herbal doctors,
senior folks in Bonoi Village, relatives of the herbal doctors, public health volunteers
and the network of local doctors. The research tools were questionnaire and in-
depth interviews. Data were analyzed and presented in the form of descriptive

analysis.

The findings indicated that in this village there were two herbal doctors
named Tuanjai Puchin-and Promma Khurakhan. Their learning process was classified
into two major types, including becoming a herbal doctor with rituals involved since
he/she was a descendant of the father who had passed away, and becoming a
herbal doctor without rituals involved since he/she had a desire to become a herbal

doctor with the search for knowledge from other herbal doctors and black magic.

The patient treatment guidelines of the two herbal doctors in Bonoi

Village community included pre-treatment guidelines, real-time treatment guidelines



and posttreatment guidelines. However, there were similarities and differences

between the treatment guidelines of the two herbal doctors. Becoming herbal

doctors in Bonoi village com ed morals, ethics and living up to social

expectations.

Keyword : age Community,

treatment
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