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TITLE Land use changes of the rice farmers in Mek Dam village, Mek
Dam sub-district, Phayakkhaphumphisai district, Mahasarakham
province after the implementation of relevant subsidisation
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DEGREE Master of Political MAJOR Politics and Government
Science
UNIVERSITY Mahasarakham YEAR 2023
University
ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the rice farmer's land use changes and
persistence, the consequences of the implementation of the government's
subsidisation and other supporting programmes for rice farmers on land use changes
in crop year 2019/2020 and crop year 2020/2021, and the conditions other than the
government's programmes that affect land use changes for rice farmers in Ban Mek
Dam, Mek Dam subdistrict, Phayakkhaphum Phisai district in Maha Sarakham
province. The research findings reveal that there were farmers who changed land use
patterns and others who did not. The majority of Mek Dam farmers continued to
grow rice whereas much fewer co-villagers alternated to grow post-harvest crops.
Some applied 'the New Theory'. As for the conditions under which the Mek Dam rice
farmers changed land uses, the informants mentioned lack of water supply, drainage
problem, and soil depletion. On the contrary, other conditions referred to in existing
literatures, did not influence changes in land uses. These conditions included
economic conditions (such as an increase in chemical fertilizers' prices and oil prices
and the cost of hiring harvesting machine owners), institutional conditions (such as
exclusive ownership rights and land allocation and land consolidation policies),
socio-cultural conditions (such as higher educational attainment, knowledges and

understandings of how to use lands, and households' labor shortages) and



technological conditions (such as access to information for agricultural land

development and access to agricultural machinery).

Keyword : Land uses, Conditions under which land uses change, Changes in land uses
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