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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were (1) to study the information Use and
Need of sugarcane farmers in Satuk District, Buriram Province, and (2) to study the
information need of sugarcane farmers in Satuk District, Buriram Province. This study
was a survey study. The population was 2,830 sugar-cane farmers from 4 service
centers. The samples of 350 persons: 75 persons from Ban Nong Jan Center, 144
persons from Ban La Ko Center, 76 persons from Ban Nong Pai Center, and 55
persons from Ban Sawai Ta Nguan Center, were determined by using Taro Yamane
formula (Taro Yamane, 1973 : 727 - 728) with proportional stratified sampling. The
instrument used to collect data was a three-part questionnaire: Part 1 consisted of
gender, age, income, education level, experience in sugarcane farming, membership
of sugarcane farming service center, and loans and credits. Part 2 consisted of the
utilization of information of the sugarcane farmers. And part 3 consisted of the need
of information of the sugarcane farmers. The data were analyzed by using statistical

program in terms of percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The results were as follows: (1) Most of the farmers were male (74.3%)
with the age of 41-50 years old (44.0%) and finished primary school (57.4%). They
earned 300,001 - 400,000 baht per year (35.7%) from sugarcane farming and had 6-

10 year experience in sugarcane farming (50.6%). They used their own capital (82.0%).



(2) In terms of the utilization of information of the sugarcane farmers in Satuk
District, in overall, most of the farmers utilized information at a high level in every
item (= 3.80) and they used more printed media than electronic media or other
types of media. When considering each item, the highest top-three scores were from
plowing for soil remediation (92.3%), soil fertility (91.4%) and soil types (89.7%),
respectively. In-terms of the needs of information, most farmers gained the
information from place sources rather than from individuals, institutions, events,
media and internet. When considering each item, the highest top-three scores were
from planting the sugar canes by using human labor (100%) and using chemicals
(98.0%), respectively. The use of chemical fertilizer and manure, and taking care of
the bottom part of sugar cane were at the same score (97.7%). (3) In terms of the
information need of the sugarcane farmers in Satuk District, the sugarcane farmers
had a high level of information needs ( = 3.84). Most sugarcane farmers used more
printed media than electronic media or other types of media. When considering each
item, the use of chemical fertilizer and manure and harvesting the sugar canes by
human labor were at the highest score (100%), followed by labor supply and
sugarcane truck supply (98.0%). Convenient transportation, adding fertilizer, the use
of chemical fertilizer and manure, and taking care of the bottom part of the sugar
canes were at the same score (97.7%). In terms of the need of information, most
farmers gained the information from place sources rather than from individuals,
institutions, events, media and internet. When considering each item, the use of
chemical fertilizer and manure, weeding the land, harvesting the sugar canes by using
human labor-and supplying human labor were at the highest score (100%), followed
by highland or dry lowland, convenient transportation, soil types, soil fertility,
plowing for soil remediation, sugarcane species and its sources, species preparation,
planting the sugar canes by using human labor and by using machinery, taking care of
the bottom part of the sugar cane and the use of chemical fertilizer were at the

same score (98.0%), and selecting suitable areas (97.4%).

Keyword : Information Use, Information need, Agricultural Information, Sugarcane
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