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ABSTRACT

The study has two main objectives: 1) to examine the historical change of

Tha Rae community, and 2) to portray the identity formation of Tha Rae community.

The study of the local history of Tha Rae community has revealed that
the community was established in 1884, thirty-six years ago. The historical timeline of
the community can be divided into three stages, therefore, each stage has reflected

a particular community’s identity.

The first stage of identity formation of the community was influenced by
the local Catholic Christain. According to the religious interference in Muang district,
Sakon Nakhon occurring in 1884, Pastor Savia Keko who was the religious leader had
made his decision to relocate to Tha Rae district. Another incident relating to religion
was in 2480-2490, during the Indochina war, the government policy of Field Marshal
Plaek Pibulsongkram determined Buddism as a national religion, therefore, all
Christians were forced to change their religion to Buddism. This incident was seen as
the darkest period of Christianity in the area because all Christians were abused and

tortured for that reason.

The second stage of identity formation was made unintentionally by a
new business in the area. In 1967, dog meat had become a new business as well as a
popular dish in the community. The business had exceedingly upgraded the living

condition of the people in the community. On the other hand, it brought a negative



attitude to the community. The outsiders conceived them as people who eat dog
meat. The incident had become a turning point that pushed the government to issue
an important animal law of Cruelty prevention and welfare of animal Act, 2014.

Consequently, the Act had made this business disappear from the community.

The third stage of identity formation was influenced by tourism. From
1982-2022, the parade of the Christmas star festival was held every year to celebrate
the birth of Jesus. In fact, the celebration had been long practiced in the community
up until 1982, Bishop Lauryn Kind Phonseaon introduced this festival to Muang
district as well as spread put Christianity to them. Afterward, in 2003, with the
cooperation of Sakon Nakhon municipality and the Tourism Authority of Thailand,
this festival was promoted as a national festival that can attract more tourists to visit

Sakon Nakhon province.

The incidents mentioned earlier are significant to the historical change
within Tha Rae community. The change that occurred each time has illuminated the
interwoven relationship of people, religion, economy, and society. All of these are

crucial to the identity formation of Tha Rae community.

Keyword : social change, Identity, Tha Rae Community
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