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ABSTRACT

The qualitative research entitled Buddhist monks who play the role of
Developers : Monks and the Use of Wisdom in Isan Community Development aimed
at investigating the following 1) To study the history of the use of monks' wisdom in
the development of the community of Isan monks 2) To study the current condition
and problems of using monks' wisdom in the development of the Isan community 3)
To study the pattern of Use the wisdom of the monks to develop the community of
Isan. The researcher selected 3 provinces as the research area through a purposive
sampling, they were these : 1) Roi Et province consisted of wat thitawiriyawararam
(phrakruwiriyathammakun), Wat pa mettatham (prakru wimansangworakun), and wat
phothikaram (prakhru phothiwirakun), 2) kalasin Province consisted of wat
klangkalasin (phratham wongsachan), wat pathomkesaram
(phrakhrupathomthamlakkhit), and wat sawangtai (Phrakhru siriphattharasophon, 3)
Maha sarakham province consisted of wat sri sawat (phrakhru sriyattisophit), wat
sawang wari  (phrakhrusiripariyatsophit), and wat doawasueng  (phrakhru
patchimwaranukun). Research period began from March 2013 to March 2014. A
sample of 72 people divided into :3 groups were a group of key informants, a group
of casual informants, and a general informants. Research instruments were a survey
form, a participatory observation form, a non-participatory observation form, a
structured interview form, a non-structured. interview form, and a focus group
discussion form, Reliability of data was examined by means of a triangulation

technique and research results were presented by means of a descriptive analysis;



Research results have revealed that as for the background of the use
of indigenous knowledge for managing community development, it had a changing
point resulting from the universities of Buddhist monks sent Buddhist missionaries to
be Dhamma teachers in the far rural areas in 1963 and sent Buddhist missionaries to
promote development projects in the far-rural areas in 1965. During 1973 1976, it
had a political crisis in Bangkok which pushed Buddhist monks studying in Bangkok
and the persons having the same cause escaped from Bangkok to be monks in rural
areas of Isan region. They led people to develop their community by beginning with
road construction, water-supply management, lavatory construction, making
vegetable gardens, providing basic public health, and ending with developing the

way of life for responding basic needs of community.

The present condition of using the monks' wisdom in the
development of the Isan community found that the developer monks have applied
folk wisdom to develop the community in 5 aspects, namely 1) The construction of
permanent restoration objects and environmental landscape adjustment 2) Career
development 3) Public health work 4) Moral and ethical training 5) Continuation and
promotion of local traditions, This is to encourage people in the community to be

more interested and take part in the development.

The problem of using the wisdom of monks in the development of
the Isan community found that the development has received attention from few
communities who participated in the development activities, mainly the elderly.
because the middle-aged group and youth groups will go to work outside the home

or go to school therefore did not receive as much cooperation as it should.

The development pattern found that the developer monks had 5
types of development actions, namely 1) Planning 2) Organization 3) Organizing
people to work 4) Commanding and controlling. Most of them have the rank of
abbot who is revered and deteriorating the faith of the monks and tayok tayika can

proceed according to the prescribed format.



In conclusion, the organizations concerned can adapt the
patterns use of indigenous knowledge for managing community development

Buddhist monks to their development affairs in accordance with the feasibility.

Keyword : Thai monks, Wisdom, Community development, Model of Community

Development
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