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ABSTRACT

The study “The Consequences of Populist Policy on Community's Way of
Life and Economy in Kalasin Province” has two purposes : 1) to study populist
policies which affected community’s way of life of the population in the sixth
electorate of Kalasin province; and 2) to study populist policies which affected
community’s economy of the population in the sixth electorate of Kalasin province.
This is a qualitative research, comprising documentary study and in-depth interview. |
did documentary study by collecting information from various sources such as books,
researches and reports and interviewed 20 of the key informants by using of semi-
structured Interview form and then presented the analyzed and synthesized study

results by description.

The study found that populist policies affected community’s ways of life
in the area in positive ways. An example of good policies is the 30 Baht Health Care
policy which clearly improved people’s quality of life because they were treated and

supported in health from the sovernment thoroughly.

Populist policies  effected community economy, because, in all
communities, there are needs in economic aspects for income growth. People can
provide themselves and their families a better life. Populist policies provided them

various opportunities and more incomes. One of the good policies is the 300-Baht



Minimum-Wage policy, which helps labors get more incomes to improve the whole
economic system. If the population’s incomes increase, they spend more.

Consequently, It affects the economy in household, community and the country.

There are 6 populist policies that are already preceded, which are 30
Baht Health Care policy, Money Allowance policy, 300-Baht Minimum Wage policy, A-
Million-Baht Village Fund policy, One Tambon One Product policy (OTOP), and
Farmer Debt Settlement Policy. These policies affected community’s way of life and
community economy. Although these policies were initiated by Phue Thai
Party, They have been being proceeded by later governments, including the current

government.

In conclusion, some populist policies affected community’s way of life
and community economy in one way or another, while others affected both of
them. However, all populist policies mentioned above benefited people in the
community by increasing income, creating opportunity, and enhancing a better
community’s way of life. So, that’s why people in the community accepted the

populist policies.

Keyword : Populist Policy, Community's Way: of Life, Community Economy, Kalasin

Province
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