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ABSTRACT

Thai performing arts, in particular traditional Thai dancing, is a priceless
culture that reflects art and civilization fostered by wisdom of performing artists
because it not only manifests beauty, but also outshines unique Thainess. Therefore,
it is a national cultural heritage resulted from disciplined practice and long-standing

knowledge.

In this research, the researcher aims to study history and work on
Thai performing art, namely Lakhon Nok (an all-male stage performance), Lakhon Nai
(an all-female stage performance) and Lakhon Phanthang (a hybrid stage performance
in which performers talk and sing), of Wenika Bunnak, the national artist of performing
arts of B.E. 2558 (2015). Methodology includes a qualitative research, collecting data
from documents and information from sampling comprising 22 people, 7 of whom are
resource persons, 5 practitioners and 10 general people. The main research tools are
a questionnaire, an observing form, an interview form, and research results were

presented in the form of a descriptive analysis.

According to the research results, Wenika Bunnak has practiced
traditional Thai dance since the very young age. She obtained knowledge from many
well-known Thai dancing masters, such as Lady Phaew Sanitwongseni, Lamul
Yamakhub, Chaloei Sukhawanit, Manli Khongpraphat and Chamrieng Phutpradap.

Thanks to her masters’ abilities and her own gift and persistence in practice the art,



Wenika Bunnak was able to understand the character she played deeply. She was
continually assigned for public performances, thus nurturing her experiences on
traditional Thai dance systematically at the very young age. Her knowledge covers
practicum, theorem and how to pass it on to students. Owing to her own distinctive
performance as many important characters since she was 12 years old, Wenika Bunnak
was selected to act as male characters for Lakhon Nok; Lakhon Nai and Lakhon

Phanthang.

As a result, the researcher is interested in studying techniques of
performing male roles in traditional Thai dance as they are special, resulting from long-
standing knowledge and professional self-experiences, apart from constant practicing.
These lead to skills of dancing processes which are regarded as individuals’ unique
abilities of body movement as well as emotion expression to create beauty and
elegance according to patterns of each of the traditional Thai dance. All of them can
be synthesized by use of harmoniously related body parts, from head to toes, and can
be used to develop processes of passing on knowledge about traditional Thai dance

so that it becomes more graceful.

Keyword : Dance tactics, Role, Hero, Dance drama
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