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ABSTRACT

This research used Qualitative Research Methods, and has three
objectives, 1) to study natural resource and environmental management under the
government contexts, 2) to study local wisdom in constructing of sacred place in
relation to natural resource and environmental management in the government area,
and 3) to study constructing of sacred place by the community for natural resource
and environmental management in the government area under the contemporary
social contexts. The research scope is divided into 2 areas: Tham Siang Khong
Temple. which is part of the national reserved forest area, Pa Dong Chom Phu Phan -
Pa Dong Ka Cher and the Luplao community covers 5 villages and The target group
was 88 people. The methodology consisted of 2 important parts including literature
reviews and field data collections using various tools comprised of interview and
observation forms, focus group discussions, and organizing community forums. The
results were analyzed and synthesized to obtain sets of knowledge to be used in

writing a descriptive report.

The research found that management of natural resource and
environment under the government context links to three Constitutions of the

Kingdom of Thailand as plan and policy that facilitate the rights of communities and



locals to involve in the management which considered as procedural rights.
However, under the 8™-12" National Economic and Social Development Plans the
government has adapted and restructured the organizations as well as operational
mechanisms, while at the field level the local communities were actively
encouraged to participate in the management. The study area is one of the
communities located in the Pa Dong Chom Phuphan-Pa Dong Ka Cher National
Forest Reserve and has been using local wisdoms to construct sacred place in
relation to management of natural resource and environment for the community
within the government area. This practice reviewed the including local history,
supernatural and Buddhism aspects, traditions and rituals, and local wisdom and
community space management to adjacent surroundings such as management of
alternative agriculture, knowledge on herbal use, etc. These have been appropriate
tools to manage the area and led to constructing of sacred place by the community
for managing natural resource and environment at different time period. As well as
contribute to the development of sacred place through using of such local wisdoms
to build concrete practices to be more consistent with the recent time such as
development of community forest project, establishment process of the temple as a
way to preserve Buddhism and protection of the area through local community

participation.

Keyword : construction, sacred Area, local wisdom, management of natural resource

and environment
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