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ABSTRACT 

  

This study utilizes a qualitative research methodology to investigate the 

funeral rituals of Dafang County, Guizhou. Data collection methods include in-depth 

interviews with residents, participant observations of the ceremonies, and 

comprehensive literature analysis. These methods provide a holistic view of both the 

historical and contemporary aspects of these rituals, capturing the intricate details of 

their artistic elements, social significance, and cultural expressions. Through a 

combination of first-hand observations and cultural analysis, the research offers a 

nuanced understanding of how funeral rituals operate within the community, as well 

as the transformations they undergo in the face of modernization; and (4) to 

            The study is guided by four primary objectives: (1) to study the 

historical development and transformation of funeral rituals in Dafang County; (2) to 

study the artistic elements within local funeral ceremonies; (3) to study the role of 

funeral rituals in the formation and sustenance of social networks in the community; 

and (4) to study the role of ritual management in structuring social interactions during 

funeral ceremonies in the context of contemporary societal changes. 

            The findings reveal that the funeral rituals in Dafang County, 

grounded in Confucian, Taoist, and animist traditions, retain cultural importance 

despite pressures from economic change and urbanization. While modernization has 

led to the simplification of some practices, core elements such as ancestor worship, 

ritual processions, and joss paper offerings remain intact, with new adaptations like 

virtual participation allowing these traditions to persist across generations. Artistic 

elements,  

including visual symbols, traditional music, and ceremonial attire, add 

cultural depth and emotional resonance to the rituals. Interview insights indicate that 

these ceremonies strengthen kinship bonds, foster community networks, and promote 

cohesion. This study underscores the resilience of funeral rituals in Dafang County, 

providing valuable insights for cultural preservation, social unity, and future research 

into the evolution of traditional practices in modern contexts. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Background of Research 

 Funeral rituals, as one of the most universal human life transition ceremonies, 

are highly regarded by various ethnic groups around the world. Émile Durkheim 

posited that rituals serve to enhance collective emotions and social integration. He 

believed that human emotions are not innate but are produced by the realities of social 

life, with their expression being shaped by the nature of the social groups to which 

individuals belong. Traditional funeral rituals form a complex system and continue to 

thrive in rural areas because they have a foundational basis and practical function. 

 Furthermore, the advent of technology and the spread of information 

technology brought cultural changes and shifts in people’s ideologies and values. The 

internet, television, and other media exposed residents to a wealth of information and 

cultural diversity, promoting modernization and cultural diversification in Dafang 

County. The county’s social transformation is a long-term process that has profoundly 

impacted people’s lives, economy, and culture. 

 Dafang County’s funeral rituals represent not just a traditional cultural custom 

but also embody the local Han population’s religious beliefs, social relations, and 

value systems. They carry rich cultural information, serving as a means of expressing 

remembrance and respect for the deceased and to perpetuate cultural and value 

systems. 

 Second, Dafang County is home to a multi-ethnic population cohabitating over 

a long period. Located in northwestern Guizhou, covering 3,502 square kilometers 

with a population of 990,000 in 2006, it lies at the junction of Guizhou, Yunnan, and 

Sichuan provinces. As of 2007, the county governed 10 towns and 26 townships 

(including 18 ethnic townships). The frequent interactions among different ethnic 

groups in this cohabiting environment have led to cultural influences on each other, 

even in funeral practices, showing regional rather than ethnic variations. The author’s 

observations and participation in local ceremonies like weddings, full-moon 

celebrations, house-moving, and funerals revealed different social interactions and 

networks in these events. While weddings, full-moon celebrations, and house-moving 

have become more simplified, with many opting to host them in urban hotels for 

convenience and cost-effectiveness, funerals have gained more importance among 

villagers. The enduring practice of burial and the existence of family cemeteries, 

along with beliefs in the soul and ancestor worship, set funerals apart from other 

ceremonies. Villagers believe that helping at funerals signifies closer personal and 

group relationships than merely giving gifts. Therefore, examining funeral rituals as a 

focal point can shed light on the social networks and community morals that emerge 

during these events. 

 Dafang County, as a multi-ethnic area, shows that cultures influence each 

other in interactions, leading to similarities in life customs and rituals. Previously, 

geographical isolation in some rural areas made marriage the primary form of 

population movement, leading to social organizations tied together by kinship, 

geography, relationships, and surnames. This stable social structure fosters close-knit 
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village communities under collective consciousness. Thus, focusing on funeral rituals 

can elucidate the management of these rituals and the social networks they reveal, 

offering a window into the area’s unique cultural and social dynamics. 

 The complicated funeral rites used in Dafang County, Bijie, Guizhou, reveal 

the diverse array of customs, beliefs, and social ties that make up this thriving society. 

This dissertation delves into the world of funeral rituals, specifically looking at how 

social networks shape the lives of the living in this area and how ritual management 

fits into that larger picture. Dafang County, located in the beautiful province of 

Guizhou, has a rich cultural and historical heritage. The burial rituals observed here 

are more than just rituals; they capture the core of the local Han people’s religious 

beliefs, social connections, and the principles that have molded their shared identity 

over the years. Understanding these rituals as more than just cultural norms but as live 

representations of a shared cultural memory is the overarching goal of this work. As 

the county experiences rapid changes brought about by industrialization, the burial 

customs serve as a lens through which to observe the community’s flexibility and 

resilience. This dissertation seeks to unravel the captivating tale of the interaction 

between tradition and change, as formed by technical advancement and shifting social 

dynamics. In addition, by delving into ritual management tactics, we may better 

understand the careful planning that goes into these rituals and how they function as a 

way to convey respect and grief while also passing on cultural traditions. 

 

 The social network of life is a kind of relation among the related members, 

including person-to-person, organization-to-organization, person-to-group, person-to-

organization, network-to-network, or sub-network under the Big Network. Network 

connections are not simply aggregations, but activities that can be organized 

sporadically or work on an ongoing basis. Networking work is to bring together like-

minded, like-minded or similar people to communicate and carry out various 

activities together in order to achieve common goals and objectives. In the funeral 

ceremony, it not only expressed the awe and mourning, but also passed on the cultural 

tradition, so that the unity within the group more lasting. 

 Therefore, the network relationship is the mechanism behind the promotion of 

the ceremony and provides an appropriate perspective for the life of Dafang County. 

These ceremonies are not just a way to mourn the dead; they also provide an 

opportunity for communities to come together to celebrate cultural values and weave 

social and cultural bonds. This paper expounds the cultural, social, and religious 

significance of the funeral rites in Dafang County, and its task is to interpret these 

traditions. It tries to provide a complete picture of the cultural environment through 

careful analysis of academic works, historical documents, and religious texts. Doing 

so would help to clarify the relationship between tradition and the changing realities 

of modern life. In each chapter, the researcher will exhibit a journey to the heart of 

Dafang County’s funeral rituals, which reflect the resilience of the community in the 

face of modernity and tradition and allow people to express their grief, this creates a 

powerful haven that provides education, fosters a love of home, preserves traditional 

culture, and creates a link between the dead and the living, which is handed down 

from generation to generation. 

 Located in the northwest of Guizhou Province, Dafang County is renowned 

for its intriguing historical narrative that is deeply connected with the development of 
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funerary customs, thereby exemplifying the multifaceted interaction between 

modernization and tradition. Agriculture played a pivotal role in the early stages of 

the county’s development, supporting a way of life that was firmly rooted in 

venerable customs (Wasilewska, 2015, pp.98-99). The agrarian foundations 

influenced not only the economic framework but also the social framework, fostering 

a sense of community that was inextricably linked through shared traditions. With the 

advent of modernization, Dafang County experienced a significant and profound 

metamorphosis. The formerly agrarian terrain underwent a transformation as 

customary methods adjusted to the forces of evolution (Leese, 2007, pp.27-28). A 

paradigm shift occurred in socioeconomic conditions, which significantly influenced 

the conception and execution of funerary rituals.  

  Dafang County, Guizhou Province, Han residents hold a series of 

ceremonies and activities for the deceased. The funeral ceremony in Dafang County 

has a profound history. The process of the ceremony is passed down from generation 

to generation and is held with distinctive local characteristics. The ceremony is very 

grand, the etiquette is complicated, the content is rich and, and more sacrificial 

ceremonies are held. To hold a funeral ceremony, you need to ask Yin Yang Master to 

save the soul of the deceased, choose the burial date and Feng Shui geography, etc. 

The skills practiced by Mr. Yin Yang exist with the existence of funeral customs. 

There are teachers engaged in funeral rites in every township in the county, and they 

have their own line of teachers. The long-term concept of burial customs has been 

deeply ingrained in people’s minds. It is to bury the dead in peace, guide their souls to 

enter the paradise world, and obtain transcendence very early, and finally reach the 

realm of Yin and Yang happiness. It is an important ceremony to express 

condolences, remembrance and farewell to the deceased. 

 Significance of Funeral Ceremonies in Dafang County: Funeral rites are 

deeply ingrained in the cultural fabric of Dafang County, located in Guizhou 

Province. These strong symbols express reverence, recollection, and community. 

Funerals in this area are more than just a series of protocols; they express a long-

standing custom that extends beyond bidding goodbye to the deceased. These rituals 

demonstrate respect and reverence for the dead (Suhadolnik, 2019, pp.33-39). The 

community of Dafang County carefully plans funerals to honor the departed and 

commemorate their impact on their lives. The meticulousness and gravity of these 

rites show the traditional value of respecting the dead. Funerals are used by Dafang 

County residents to express their sorrow. Community members soothe and encourage 

those who lose (Anggrawan & Mayadi, 2020, pp.96-98). By coming together in grief, 

members of the community are able to express their condolences and build stronger 

bonds with one another via a shared experience.  
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 These rituals are structured around the fundamental concept of remembrance. 

People in Dafang County honor the dead and make sure their memory lives on via 

elaborate ceremonies and symbolic actions. Remembering extends beyond individual 

or family levels; it becomes a community-wide effort to preserve the knowledge, 

experiences, and legacies of individuals who have had a lasting impact on the world. 

Funerals are significant because they help people stay connected with their loved ones 

and the community (Tsai, 2017, pp.8-11). Following the traditional Han belief that the 

family is the most important social unit; these ceremonies serve to deepen the ties 

within the family and even to other ethnic groups in the area. Thus, family and social 

bonds survive when individuals grieve together and help one other. In conclusion, 

Dafang County funerals tell a rich cultural story of reverence, recollection, and 

community togetherness that characterizes and connects this vibrant community. 

 The Han people’s burial ceremonies in Dafang County, Guizhou Province, 

reflect their strong religious beliefs, social bonds, and core values. This long-standing 

tradition has evolved from the area’s past, preserving the community’s collective 

memory of cultural knowledge. Suhadolnik (2019, pp.88-93) states that the burial 

ceremony is a living embodiment of cultural memory and represents the local 

population’s identity and beliefs. Over time, Dafang County’s burial ceremony has 

become a treasure trove of cultural nuances vital to local life. Over time, the 

ceremony has reflected the community’s changing social fabric and values. The 

community’s rituals and identity have survived over time, proving cultural traditions’ 

tenacity. This practice lets residents express their deepest thoughts for the deceased 

(O’Brien & Deng 2018, pp.113-119). The ritual of mourning and memorialization 

provide comfort and expression. 

 It comforts the grieving and promotes unity amid disaster as a powerful 

reminder of our connection. The burial service is important for cultural transmission 

as well as emotional processing. Through ceremonies, symbols, and practices, 

residents preserve their cultural heritage, values, and mourning customs, according to 

Liu and van Schalkwyk (2019, pp.15-19). The ritual becomes a memorial to Dafang 

County’s abundant cultural legacy, ensuring its cultural identity remains constant over 

time. Dafang County’s funeral ritual is a cultural phenomenon that fosters community 

identification and connects people to their ancestors and the globe. By participating in 

this meaningful ceremony, the locals not only pay respect to their ancestors who have 

passed on, but they also help to maintain the rich cultural heritage that makes Dafang 

County special. 

 During the ceremony, there will be a lot of work to be done from the 

preparation stage to the end of the ceremony. The first is the management work 

during the ceremony, which is divided into two parts.  One part is the work of the 

ceremony team. They will be responsible for the personnel transfer of the ceremony 

team and the work arrangements during the ceremony, such as the paper to be burned, 

the preparation of incense, the writing of documents, and the handling of objects 

required for the ceremony. Selection of ceremony location, construction of ceremony 

altar and other professional work assignments 

 The other part is the life team that cooperates with the ceremony, preparing 

from the beginning to the end of the ceremony (Han et al., 2018, pp.44-49). During 

this period, there will be a lot of work to be done, and many relatives and friends will 

come to express their condolences. Therefore, in addition to cooperating with the 
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ceremony team, the life team also needs to be responsible for work outside of the 

ceremony, such as ensuring that the ceremony team carries out the ceremony. The 

materials needed to ensure the ceremony is carried out, such as incense. As well as 

reception, banquets and meals when relatives and friends visit. 

 This team is composed of relatives of the deceased and village residents who 

voluntarily go to the deceased’s home to helpp.They do this work for free. Almost 

every family in the village where the deceased’s family is located will go to the 

ceremony site to helpp.They may not have known each other before, but when they 

learn that someone in the deceased’s family has passed away, they will spontaneously 

go to helpp.This is the sophistication of the residents in a village, which allows 

residents nearby relatives and friends to form a new social network 

 The family of the deceased will first select a steward, who will arrange other 

positions within a short period of time. For example, the incense master will be 

responsible for adding incense to the ceremony team, the tea master, the cook, 

receiving gifts, welcoming guests, sanitation, and chores. wait. Let everyone who 

helps perform their duties and let the team proceed in an orderly manner. 
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 After researching and summarizing relevant literature on rituals, it’s evident 

that academic interest in rituals is significant and constitutes a hot topic. However, 

studies specifically focusing on funeral rituals and their management are relatively 

scarce. Most existing research in this area approaches from the perspectives of 

religious studies, sociology, and anthropology. These studies mainly focus on the 

functions and values of funeral rituals, addressing the current state of ritual activities, 

associated problems, and the surrounding policy environment. Articles related to 

funeral rituals typically emphasize case studies and analyses of these activities, but 

they lack an in-depth exploration of theories regarding ritual management. 

 This paper aims to study funeral rituals from the perspectives of ritual 

management and the social networks reflected by these rituals. It seeks to uncover the 

unique meanings and social values inherent in these practices. This approach is 

believed to be of significant importance for the management of local funeral rituals, 

theoretical research related to these rituals, and their broader social implications. 

 Such an examination is crucial because it contributes to a more comprehensive 

understanding of funeral rituals beyond their immediate ceremonial aspects. By 

exploring the management aspects and the social networks involved, the research can 

provide insights into how these rituals are organized, their impact on communities, 

and how they help maintain social cohesion and continuity. This perspective is 

particularly valuable in understanding the dynamics of rural societies like Dafang 

County, where funeral rituals play a pivotal role in cultural and social life. The 

findings from this research could offer practical guidance for managing these rituals 

more effectively and enhancing their role in preserving cultural heritage and social 

harmony. 

 Ritual culture has long been a focal point of study among scholars across 

various disciplines, including ethnology, anthropology, religious studies, literature, 

and art studies. Funeral culture forms a significant component of social culture in 

communities like Qinglin Village. With societal development, the funeral culture in 

Qinglin Village has experienced various changes, adapting to different environments. 

Systematically examining funeral culture can provide a more tangible understanding 

of the relationships among different groups during cultural interactions. As Fei 

Xiaotong noted, “A community is a large collective formed by various social groups 

or organizations congregating in a certain area, interlinked in life” (Fei, 2015, pp.28). 

In rural communities, kinship and geographical ties highly overlap, leading to 

complex relationships among community members and a pattern of social interaction 

characterized by mutual support and interconnectedness. 

 Funeral rituals serve as a transition for the individual from the visible world of 

the living to the invisible world of the deceased, bearing real significance for both the 

deceased and the living. This article focuses partially on the social network 

interactions within funeral rituals, examining the social networks among different 

groups behind the rituals and the socio-cultural development brought about by the 

living’s social networks. It also aims to provide a case study on the social networks 

associated with funeral rituals. 

 Therefore, the management of these rituals and the social networks exhibited 

by residents at the ritual sites during the rituals have sparked a strong research 

interest. This focus is significant as it offers insights into how community members 

engage and support each other during these critical cultural events. Understanding 
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these dynamics can shed light on the broader social fabric of the community and the 

role of funeral rituals in reinforcing social bonds and cultural continuity. This research 

approach can provide valuable contributions to the understanding of rural social 

dynamics and the ongoing evolution of cultural practices in the face of societal 

changes. 

 Ritual Process: Ritual Team: Typically, a funeral ritual is organized and led by 

a “Master of Ceremonies.” When someone passes away in a family, they first contact 

the Master of Ceremonies to select an auspicious date for the beginning of the rituals 

and the burial. Once the date is set and the Master of Ceremonies agrees to take on the 

job for a determined price, they begin assembling their team. A standard team for a 

five-day funeral ritual comprises five to seven members. The ceremony involves 

numerous traditional Chinese musical instruments like the suona, cymbals, chimes, 

drums, gongs, and erhu, which accompany the chanting of scriptures during each 

ritual. The Master of Ceremonies carefully selects team members skilled in playing 

these instruments, setting up the required ceremonial stage, writing documents, and 

familiar with the ritual process before starting the preparations. 

 The Master of Ceremonies usually has the most experience and respect within 

the team and is familiar with all aspects of the ceremony, possessing strong 

organizational skills. This role is often a hereditary one, where the individual has 

prestige, experience, and the ability to organize and manage the team effectively. In 

my view, the local funeral ritual’s Master of Ceremonies is both a traditional role and 

a business. 

 Apart from the Master of Ceremonies, who works full-time, the other team 

members are not full-time ritual workers. In addition to conducting funeral rituals, the 

Master of Ceremonies also provides services like Feng Shui consultations, choosing 

sites for graves, fortune-telling based on Chinese astrology and the Five Elements, 

etc. These skills and knowledge are often passed down within their families. 

 The other team members usually have different jobs and only work in funeral 

rituals when called upon by the Master of Ceremonies. Their involvement in the 

rituals is not steady, as deaths do not occur every day, so most of the team members 

have other professions outside the rituals. 

 It can be concluded that centrality of network members in this study is the 

ritual team, which controls the ritual. When a family member dies, the family first 

contacts the person in charge of the ceremony to choose an auspicious day for the 

ceremony and burial. After setting a date and reaching an agreement with the 

ceremony leader at the agreed price, they will begin to assemble the team. A standard 

five-day funeral service consists of five to seven members. Many traditional Chinese 

musical instruments were used in the ceremony, and prayers were accompanied in 

each ceremony. The director of the ceremony carefully selected the members of the 

group proficient in playing these instruments, and prepared the necessary platform for 

the ceremony. In other words, the ceremonial team can be the center of each network 

member. The study examined which members are the Hub of connections, the most 

influential location in a network, measured by betweenness centrality. The study also 

looked at which members act as Bridgers, connecting disparate groups that are 

isolated from each other and acting as intermediaries or intermediaries between other 

members, and it plays a key role in bringing innovation, progress and impact fully 

into the web. 
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 After accepting a job, the Master of Ceremonies gathers and selects team 

members, then begins arranging the necessary equipment, musical instruments, sacred 

images, tablets, scriptures, and ritual manuals. They also prepare offerings like 

incense, candles, and paper money, included in the overall cost. On the first day of the 

ceremony, the Master of Ceremonies arranges for the placement of sacred images and 

tablets as required, assigns tasks to team members, and oversees the preparation of 

relevant documents before conducting the opening ceremony. The Master of 

Ceremonies also presides over the rituals for the subsequent days, maintaining overall 

control. 

 The typical five-day funeral ritual in Dafang County, with occasional seven-

day extensions, follows a structured sequence of ceremonies guided by Taoist 

principles, known as “Scientific Explanations” or (依科阐事). Each day incorporates 

different procedures from Taoist “ritual manuals” (科仪本). Day One, “Starting the 

Scriptures” (起经), begins with the “Opening the Altar” (开坛科), where the family 

prepares the altar, followed by “Dressing in Mourning Clothes and Paying Respect” (

成服上孝科), symbolizing filial piety through mourning attire. Day Two includes the 

“Ksitigarbha Sutra Recitation” (地藏表科), petitioning Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva for 

guidance, followed by ceremonies like “Informing the Local Deities” (关告土地四值

科) and “Opening the Paths” (开路科) to ensure the soul’s unobstructed journey, 

ending with “Circling the Coffin and Ensuring a Peaceful Afterlife” (绕棺安狱科). 

Day Three involves the “Ten Kings Ritual” (十王表科), informing underworld judges 

of the deceased’s passage, and other rituals such as “Family Offering” (家奠科) and 

“Relief Offering for Lonely Souls” (赈济科) to support the deceased and wandering 

spirits. Day Four, known as “The Main Night,” sees the most significant activities, 

including the “Blood Pond Ritual” (血湖表科) for females, the “Passing the Halls” (

过殿科), representing soul judgment, and the “Breaking the Blood River or City 

Ritual” (破血河科或破城科), symbolizing liberation. The final day, Day Five, starts 

with the “Sending Off to Heaven Ritual” (送亡上台科), where a document, 

“Ascension to Heaven,” is prepared for the soul’s journey to paradise, followed by the 

“Financial Settlement Ritual” (关夫化财科) to send wealth to the afterlife, and 

concludes with the “Completion Ritual” (圆满科), which respectfully closes the 

ceremonial process. This intricate series of rituals highlights the depth and cultural 

significance of traditional Taoist practices, ensuring an orderly and respectful 

farewell, providing closure to the family, and symbolizing the deceased’s journey to 

the afterlife. 

 The interplay between tradition and modernity has shaped a distinctive fabric 

of funeral traditions in Dafang County, where elements from the past converge with 

modern influences. This evolution reflects not only the preservation of cultural 

identity but also the influence of economic and societal transformations that have 

reshaped these customs. In line with these shifts, funeral rituals in Dafang County, 

once rooted firmly in tradition, now represent a dynamic blend of historical customs 

and contemporary socio-economic changes (Setton, 2013, pp.9-15). The fusion of 

modern elements with a deep traditional foundation has created a vibrant, complex 

mosaic of funerary practices that warrants closer investigation. 
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 Aligned with this context, the objectives of this research are to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the historical development, artistic elements, social 

networking functions, and ritual management within Dafang County’s funeral 

customs. Each of these facets illuminates critical areas where change and continuity 

intersect. Researcher aims to elucidate how funeral customs have transformed over 

time, examining not only the development of these rituals but also the artistic 

components that contribute to their emotional and cultural significance. Additionally, 

the research delves into the integral role of funeral rituals in fostering social networks 

within the community, as well as the impact of ritual management on structuring 

social interactions, particularly considering societal changes. 

 This study is particularly significant as it addresses the complex inheritance 

issues faced by local funeral ceremonies amid societal transformations. The insights 

gained will contribute to understanding the preservation and adaptation of cultural 

practices, highlighting both challenges and opportunities for maintaining these 

traditions in the face of ongoing change. By focusing on these objectives, the 

researcher seeks to provide a thorough understanding of how funerary practices in 

Dafang County serve as a reflection of cultural continuity, social cohesion, and 

adaptability. This research offers valuable insights into the resilience of cultural 

heritage, providing a foundation for future studies on the adaptation and preservation 

of traditional practices in modern contexts. 

 

Research Objectives 

 There are 4 research objectives as follow: 

 1.To study the historical development and transformation of funeral rituals in 

Dafang County. 

 2.To study the artistic elements within local funeral ceremonies. 

 3.To study the role of funeral rituals in the formation and sustenance of social 

networks in the community. 

 4.To study the role of ritual management in structuring social interactions 

during funeral ceremonies in the context of contemporary societal changes. 
 

Research Questions 

 There are 4 research questions as follow: 

 1.How have funeral rituals in Dafang County developed and transformed over 

time, and what factors have influenced these changes? 

 2.What artistic elements are present within local funeral ceremonies in Dafang 

County, and how do they contribute to the cultural and emotional significance of 

these rituals? 

 3.How do funeral rituals in Dafang County contribute to the formation and 

maintenance of social networks within the community? 

 4. How does ritual management shape social interactions during funeral 

ceremonies in Dafang County, especially in the context of contemporary societal 

changes? 
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Definition of Terms 

 Key terms in this study are defined as follows: 

 1.Funeral Rituals 

 Funeral Rituals refers to the ceremonial practices and rites performed to honor 

the deceased, incorporating cultural and religious significance. In Dafang County, 

funeral rituals refer specifically to traditional practices rooted in Confucian, Taoist, 

and animist beliefs that emphasize respect for ancestors and community unity. 

 2. Cultural Heritage 

 Cultural Heritage refers to the inherited practices, beliefs, and values passed 

down through generations, preserved within the community. In this study, cultural 

heritage refers to how funeral rituals embody Dafang County’s historical customs and 

the collective memory of its people. 

 3.Social Networks 

 Social Networks refers to the interconnected relationships among individuals, 

families, and groups within the community, often strengthened through shared 

activities. In Dafang County, social networks refer to the kinship and communal 

bonds that are reinforced through the collective participation in funeral ceremonies. 

 4.Modernization 

 Modernization refers to the process of adapting traditional practices to align 

with contemporary economic, technological, and social changes. Within the context 

of Dafang County, modernization refers to the influences that have led to 

modifications in traditional funeral practices, balancing age-old customs with current 

societal expectations. 

 5.Emotional Well-Being 

 Emotional Well-Being refers to the psychological comfort and support 

individuals gain from participating in culturally meaningful practices. In this study, 

emotional well-being refers to how funeral rituals in Dafang County provide 

community members with a structured space for collective mourning and support, 

contributing to mental and emotional stability. 

 6.Ritual Management 

 Ritual Management refers to the organized planning and execution of 

ceremonial practices to ensure they achieve desired cultural and spiritual outcomes. In 

Dafang County, ritual management refers to the processes involved in coordinating 

funeral rituals to maintain traditional integrity while adapting to present-day 

circumstances. 

 

Research Scope 

 This study focuses on Dafang County in Bijie, Guizhou Province, a region 

renowned for its unique historical and cultural heritage. Located in northwestern 

Guizhou and home to a diverse population, Dafang County reflects a rich blend of 

cultural interactions. Its traditional funeral rituals preserve strong local characteristics 

and are deeply influenced by Confucianism, Taoism, and indigenous beliefs. 

Examining funeral rituals in Dafang County not only aids in understanding the role of 

ritual management and social networks but also provides an essential perspective on 

cultural heritage preservation and community cohesion in this area. 
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 This study mainly selected five funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, Bijie 

City, Guizhou Province from May 2023 to May 2024.  Each ceremony reflects the 

cultural practices and social dynamics of the community, with particular emphasis on 

ritual visual arts, dance and music, ritual attire and ceremonial costumes, and the 

social networks involved in these funeral rituals. 

 1.Funeral Ceremony of Elder Zhang 

 The location is located in the southern suburbs of Dafang County, Guizhou 

Province, it is a traditional Buddhist funeral ceremony, which is held at the deceased’s 

home. This ceremony is a regular five-day ceremony. 

 2.Funeral Ceremony of Young Liu 

 The location is located in the old house of Dayuji Group in Duijiang Town, 

Dafang County, Bijie City, Guizhou Province This ceremony lasted for seven days. 

Compared with the regular five-day ceremony, it had some extra steps, making it 

more grand and solemn. 

 3.Funeral Ceremony of  Mr Jiang 

 The location is located in the old house of Dayuji Group in Duijiang Town, 

Dafang County, Bijie City, Guizhou Provinc It is a traditional Buddhist funeral 

ceremony, which is held at the deceased’s home. This ceremony is a regular five-day 

ceremony. 

 4.Funeral Ceremony of Mrs Wen 

 The location is located in the Xiaotun Township, Dafang County, Bijie City, 

Guizhou Province. The five-day ceremony follows the same process no matter where 

you are. 

 5.Funeral Ceremony of Wang 

The ceremony was held in Machang Town, Dafang County, Bijie City, Guizhou 

Province This funeral ceremony is also a regular five-day ceremony in the local area. 

 Each funeral ceremony in Dafang County exemplifies the intricate interplay of 

ritual visual arts, music, dance, attire, and social networks. These elements not only 

enhance the emotional resonance of the ceremonies but also reflect the community’s 

cultural values and social cohesion. Through these rituals, individuals can navigate 

their grief while honoring their loved ones, reinforcing the importance of communal 

support and cultural heritage in times of loss. 
 

Research Methodology 

 1.Research Design 

 This paper mainly adopts qualitative research methods. Qualitative research is 

the basic research paradigm in the field of social science, and it is also one of the 

important steps and methods of scientific research. Qualitative research is the way 

researchers define or address problems. Its specific aim is to explore the specific 

characteristics of the object or behavior, further explore the reasons for its emergence. 

Through Historical Review, literature analysis, interviews, observation, participation 

experience and other methods to obtain the natural situation of the data, and use non-

quantitative methods for analysis, the conclusion of the study. Qualitative research 

emphasizes meaning, experience (usually verbal description) , description, etc. The 

study does not need to be statistically significant, but through the experience, 
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sensitivity, and techniques of the researchers, it can provide useful insights into the 

behavior and motivation of the subjects under study, as well as their likely impact. 

 Its research has a global and holistic view of humanity, so its scope of research 

is more inclined to those disadvantaged artistic groups that receive less attention, but 

its purpose is to have a more comprehensive and complete understanding of human 

art. 

 2.Study Population 

 Respondents to major information providers and key information include four 

groups: 

 -Ritual Team Members: These are individuals directly involved in the 

preparation and execution of the funeral ceremonies. They play a crucial role in the 

organization, ensuring that each ritual follows traditional guidelines and customs. 

Their insights provide an understanding of the logistical and cultural aspects of ritual 

management, as well as the specific skills and knowledge required to perform these 

duties. 

 -Local Individuals: This group includes local residents who may not be 

directly involved in the ritual process but hold valuable perspectives on how these 

ceremonies influence community life. Their views offer a broader understanding of 

the rituals’ cultural significance, their impact on community values, and the shifts 

observed in funeral practices over time. 

 -Residents of Villages or Communities: This group encompasses a broader 

segment of the local population within the villages and communities of Dafang 

County. These individuals witness or participate in funeral ceremonies, forming the 

supportive social network around the bereaved family. Their involvement reflects the 

role of communal solidarity and the maintenance of social bonds through shared 

cultural practices. 

 -Family Members Participating in Ceremonial Rituals: Family members of the 

deceased are at the heart of the funeral rituals, experiencing the emotional and cultural 

aspects firsthand. Their perspectives are essential in understanding the personal and 

familial importance of these traditions, including how they navigate the mourning 

process and the role of funeral rituals in reinforcing kinship ties and family identity.

 The respondents are those involved in the construction of art in rural areas, 

and they will continue to participate in the construction of art villages in their 

respective regions. The information they provide will be a direct reflection of the 

current situation they are facing, and they will be responsible for and plan for what 

they do next. 

 Researchers will conduct formal interviews to gather information about the 

research topic. In addition to talking to research providers, formal interviews will be 

conducted with local people and family members who participate in these ceremonial 

activities. This will facilitate access to broader data and deeper insights. 

 3.Instruments/Tools 

 In this study, the following specific audio and video recording tools are 

utilized to capture the depth and details of funeral rituals in Dafang County: 

 -Interview Forms and Questionnaires: Structured tools designed to gather in-

depth responses from participants. These forms and questionnaires capture personal 

experiences, cultural perspectives, and nuanced insights from various respondents 

involved in the funeral rituals, ensuring a well-rounded dataset. 
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 -Field Survey Records: Used to document observations made at the ritual sites, 

these records capture essential contextual details, including spatial arrangements, 

participant roles, and ceremonial procedures. Field survey records provide a firsthand 

account of the ceremonies, offering valuable contextual background for analysis. 

 -Audio and Video Recording Tools: The study employs high-resolution 

smartphones for flexible visual and video documentation, digital voice recorders to 

capture clear audio from interviews and ceremonial chants, and camcorders for 

uninterrupted recording of entire ceremonies. These tools ensure thorough visual and 

auditory documentation of the rituals, preserving both the atmosphere and detailed 

practices for later analysis. 

 -Basic Surveys, Observations, Interviews, and Literature Searches: 

Fundamental research tools that enable both quantitative and qualitative data 

collection. Surveys capture community perspectives, while observations and 

interviews gather deeper qualitative insights into cultural practices. Literature 

searches provide theoretical and historical context, framing the study within the 

broader scope of funeral ritual research. 

 4.Data Collection 

 Interview surveys and questionnaires: Interview surveys are one of the 

important research data collection tools. The survey respondents are broad (regardless 

of educational attainment). It is flexible and can obtain more direct and reliable 

information and materials, is not limited by the written language, and is easy to 

conduct in-depth investigations. Can study complex problems, understand the 

visitor’s thoughts and feelings in more detail, the whole interview process is the 

process of mutual influence and interaction between the interviewer and the 

interviewee. Interviews should have a specific scientific purpose and a set of 

principles for design, development and implementation. In the process of 

interviewing, the interviewer needs to prepare in advance, create a good interview 

atmosphere in advance, and sort out their own questions in order to better guide the 

interviewee to understand the problem. Interviews are conducted with different people 

or multiple times. After the interview, the researcher can consider whether to organize 

a more in-depth interview based on the process and results of the interview. 

 A qualitative research strategy using in-depth interviews was used to 

understand funeral rituals, ritual management, and social networks in Dafang County, 

Guizhou Province. This strategy sought to understand local culture by actively 

engaging with local individuals, ritual participants, and family members participating 

in these ceremonial rituals. In-depth interviews allow participants to express their 

opinions, share personal experiences, and offer fresh perspectives on funeral 

traditions. The research engaged with people directly involved in these cultural 

practices to capture the richness and depth of their lived experiences and illuminate 

the cultural relevance and changing dynamics of burial rites in Dafang County.  

 A meticulously developed pre-structured interview guide revealed 

participants’ funeral ritual thoughts, sentiments, and cultural perspectives. This 

method established consistent interviews and allowed for unexpected themes and 

nuances. Using a pre-designed guide, the research team conducted in-depth local 

interviews. Discussants were chosen to represent different viewpoints. Researchers 

videotaped participants’ stories to preserve their voices and expressions for a 
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thorough study. In the interviews, researchers examined how ritual management and 

social networks create funeral ceremonial culture. The depth interviews revealed the 

rituals and the social processes and networks that sustain them. The study team took 

detailed notes in a notebook on contextual observations, non-verbal signals, and other 

insights to aid interpret the interviews to improve data credibility and reliability. This 

thorough record-keeping supplemented the audio recordings and ensured data 

correctness and completeness. A thorough and pre-designed interview format, 

recording equipment, and meticulous note-taking revealed Dafang County’s cultural 

diversity, burial rites, ritual administration, and social networks in in-depth 

interviews. 

 5.Data Analysis 

 This study mainly adopts qualitative analysis and case study methods: 

Qualitative analysis is the analysis of the “qualitative” aspects of the research object. 

Specifically, it uses methods such as induction and deduction, analysis and synthesis, 

and abstraction and generalization to think and process various materials obtained, so 

as to understand the essence of things and reveal internal laws. 

 The case study method is a research method that identifies a specific object 

among the research objects, investigates and analyzes them, and clarifies its 

characteristics and its formation process. There are three basic types of case studies: 

 -Individual investigation, that is, research on the subject or individual. 

 -Group investigation, that is, investigation and research of research 

organizations or groups. 

 -Problem investigation, that is, investigation and research on a certain 

phenomenon or problem. 

 This research plan adopts scientific methods such as interviews, 

questionnaires, case studies, and tests to carry out a planned, thorough and systematic 

understanding of the required data, and analyzes, synthesizes, compares and 

summarizes the data collected from the survey. 

 Data analysis refers to the analysis of a large amount of data collected from 

the results of measurement, observation, survey, etc. using appropriate statistical and 

analysis methods, and aggregating, understanding and digesting them in order to 

maximize the development of the function of data and give play to the role of data. 

This study uses qualitative data analysis, also known as “qualitative data analysis”, 

“qualitative research” or “qualitative research data analysis”, which refers to the 

analysis of non-numerical data (or data) such as words, photos, and observations. 

Where qualitative data is expressed as categories, but does not distinguish between 

order, it is categorical data, such as gender, occupation, etc.; Qualitative data is 

represented as categories, but the order is distinguished, such as education, income 

level, etc. 
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Validity and Reliability 

 1.Validity 

 Throughout the study process, we prioritized ensuring the data’s authenticity. 

Strict procedures were followed in the planning and implementation of data gathering 

in order to boost internal validity. Triangulated knowledge on burial rites in Dafang 

County was derived from a variety of sources, including participant observation, 

questionnaires, literature surveys, in-depth interviews, and archival research. The 

results were more convincing and accurate since they were cross-verified using both 

of these approaches. Research methods that encouraged community participation, 

such as participant observation and participatory research, sought to record members’ 

genuine thoughts and feelings. The researcher hoped to reduce the impact of observer 

bias and get a more nuanced knowledge of the rituals by taking part in the funerals 

themselves. In addition, the study’s external validity was enhanced by include varied 

voices through surveys and in-depth interviews, which offered layers of viewpoints. 

 2.Reliability 

 In order to bolster the study’s dependability, a methodical approach was 

implemented during the implementation of data acquisition techniques. Consistency 

throughout the various data collection points was maintained through the utilization of 

pre-structured interview guides, observation record sheets, and questionnaires. During 

interviews and observations, secondary recording apparatus was utilized to ensure the 

accuracy of the data. The transparency and replicability of the methodology were 

intended to aid subsequent researchers in duplicating the study, thus enhancing the 

dependability of the results. 

 

Literature Review 

 The purpose of this literature study is to investigate the historical development 

and transformation of funeral rituals in Dafang County. To examine the artistic 

elements within local funeral ceremonies. To explore the role of funeral rituals in the 

formation and sustenance of social networks in the community. To analyze the 

dynamics of social interactions during funeral ceremonies in the context of 

contemporary societal changes., the study aims to provide light on the critical 

functions of ritual management and the outsized influence of social networks. Each of 

the four main goals of this literature study will help to fill in the gaps in our 

knowledge of the cultural fabric that is this region’s burial customs. First and 

foremost, it becomes clear that researching the traditions and development of funeral 

rites is an important part of the research process. In an effort to understand the forces 

that have driven the development of these rituals, scholars and academics have dug 

into the past to discover their origins. The purpose of this literature study is to 

examine the cultural transformation of burial customs in Dafang County, Guizhou, by 

tracing their historical development via an examination of relevant historical 

documents. The second important aspect of this investigation is the connection 

between ritual management and burial rites. This aspect entails recognizing important 

individuals involved in managing rituals, comprehending their functions, and 

identifying the safeguards put in place to preserve social order and tradition. Reading 
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up on how these events are put together might provide light on the tactics used by 

ritual organizers to strike a balance between tradition and changing social realities. 

Examining the ways in which the social networks of the living influence and interact 

with funeral rites is the third purpose. 

The impact of these networks on norms, practices, and conventions is crucial 

to our study. Studying funeral rite participation and organization has revealed how 

social networks preserve cultural practices. Finally, this literature review examines 

death rites from a social and familial standpoint. This method requires us to 

investigate how these rituals strengthen community bonds, promote social peace, and 

preserve historical objects. The inquiry also examines how burial practices affect 

family dynamics, interpersonal relationships, and cultural transmission. In conclusion, 

this literature study references various academic and scholarly publications on Dafang 

County funeral practices to present a variety of perspectives. We must include 

historical records, ritual administration, social network impacts, and society impact to 

fully understand these rituals’ cultural heritage. 

 This study uses a comprehensive literature analysis and archival research to 

explore funeral rituals, ritual administration, and social networks in Dafang County, 

Bijie, Guizhou. This multidimensional method examines academic literature, 

historical records, religious texts, and other materials to provide a solid theoretical 

foundation and contextual background. Utilizing library resources is crucial to starting 

this intellectual study. Local and international libraries have a wealth of academic 

publications, periodicals, and books on cultural practices, religious traditions, and 

social dynamics. The study finds many theoretical frameworks and analytical views 

that help it understand funeral rites in Dafang County’s culture by carefully combing 

various materials. The approach also uses academic databases to retrieve a wealth of 

peer-reviewed articles and research papers. JSTOR, PubMed, and others enable for 

sophisticated research of burial customs, ritual management tactics, and Dafang 

County’s social networks. The digital world makes contemporary academia accessible 

and allows varied voices and multidisciplinary perspectives, deepening and 

broadening it.  

 Archival research, which examines historical records and papers in archives, is 

another important part of the technique. These archives may include official records, 

ethnographic studies, and anthropological reports that illuminate Dafang County’s 

burial traditions and sociocultural relevance. By exploring the historical layers of 

these archives, the research may track funeral traditions across time and place them in 

broader social developments. Religious writings, which contain cultural and spiritual 

insight, are crucial to this methodology. The study examines the relationship between 

religious beliefs and cultural practices in Dafang County by reading relevant religious 

literature to understand funeral ceremonies’ spiritual roots. In conclusion, the 

methodology seamlessly integrates library resources, academic databases, and 

archival materials to study and analyze Dafang County burial rituals, ritual 

management tactics, and social networks. This thorough, multidisciplinary approach 

guarantees a sophisticated cultural understanding based on theoretical scholarship and 

historical background. 

 1.Funeral Ceremony 

 Funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, Bijie, Guizhou, reflect a complex 

tapestry of historical customs, cultural values, and adaptive practices shaped over 
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generations. These ceremonies serve as a profound expression of community values 

and interpersonal bonds, intricately linking the past and present. Below, we explore 

key dimensions that define funeral ceremony practices in Dafang County, focusing on 

historical transformation, cultural significance, and evolving customs. 

 -Historical Development and Transformation of Funeral Rituals 

 Funeral ceremonies in Dafang County have undergone significant 

transformation from their agrarian roots to their present-day manifestations. 

Historically, these rituals were an integral part of rural life, closely connected to the 

agricultural calendar and collective village practices (Zhang, 2016). Traditional rituals 

emphasized ancestor worship, communal mourning, and a collective honoring of the 

deceased. Funeral rites included multi-day ceremonies where community members 

played active roles, strengthening communal ties and reaffirming shared cultural 

beliefs (Chen & Li, 2019). 

 However, economic shifts and urbanization brought changes to the nature of 

these ceremonies. With increased migration to urban centers, especially among 

younger generations, participation in traditional ceremonies has declined, leading to 

adaptations such as shorter ceremonies or symbolic gestures that can be conducted 

remotely (Wang, 2021). While some aspects of ritual practices have been condensed, 

the core elements of ancestor reverence and family unity remain steadfast. 

 Technological advancements have further influenced these practices. Virtual 

participation through video calls, for instance, now allows family members who are 

unable to attend in person to participate symbolically, maintaining a sense of 

connection (Lin & Huang, 2020). Additionally, logistical aspects, such as the use of 

recorded chants or livestreamed ceremonies, have modernized funeral practices 

without diminishing their traditional value. 

 -Artistic and Symbolic Elements in Funeral Ceremonies 

 The artistic dimensions of funeral rituals are vital in conveying symbolic 

meanings and cultural continuity. Traditional funeral ceremonies in Dafang County 

incorporate a range of artistic expressions, including ritual attire, decorative banners, 

symbolic offerings, and traditional music. These elements not only provide a visual 

and auditory representation of cultural beliefs but also serve as a means of engaging 

the community and reinforcing shared values (Wu, 2018). 

 Visual symbols, such as ancestral tablets and offerings, represent respect and 

reverence for the deceased, while music and chanting create an atmosphere conducive 

to collective mourning (Chen et al., 2019). Traditional dance and ritualistic 

movements, often performed by family members and ritual specialists, highlight the 

community’s role in guiding the deceased through the spiritual transition. These 

artistic elements play an essential role in connecting participants emotionally to the 

ritual and preserving cultural heritage (Zhao, 2022). 

 -Role of Funeral Rituals in Social Network Formation and Sustenance 

 Funeral ceremonies play a crucial role in shaping and reinforcing social 

networks within the community. The gathering of family members, friends, and 

neighbors during these rituals reaffirms kinship ties and community solidarity. 

Historically, these gatherings allowed extended family members to reconnect, 

fostering support networks that transcended the immediate family (Li, 2017). 

Community involvement in funeral ceremonies—whether through participation, 
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organization, or providing condolences—reinforces bonds and helps maintain social 

cohesion (Yuan & Gao, 2020). 

 Moreover, the structure of these ceremonies often reflects the social hierarchy 

and familial roles within the community. Elder family members, as well as specific 

ritual leaders, take on prominent roles, guiding the younger generations and 

transferring knowledge of cultural practices. Through active participation, these 

rituals ensure the continuity of familial ties and community identity (Xu, 2021). 

 -Impact of Contemporary Societal Changes on Funeral Ceremonies 

 The nature of funeral ceremonies in Dafang County has evolved in response to 

contemporary societal changes, including urbanization, shifting family dynamics, and 

modern lifestyles (Liu, 2022). As family structures become more nuclear and urban 

migration increases, the scale and communal aspects of these rituals are gradually 

adjusting. Some families opt for simplified rituals or shorter mourning periods to 

accommodate modern schedules, balancing respect for tradition with the demands of 

contemporary life (Liang, 2019). 

 In addition, societal changes have influenced the roles of specific family 

members within funeral ceremonies. For instance, while traditionally centered around 

blood relatives, modern ceremonies may include close friends and extended family 

who contribute to the organization and execution of rituals. This evolving inclusivity 

reflects broader shifts in social dynamics, where kinship networks extend beyond 

immediate family to embrace a more diverse set of social relationships (Zheng, 2020). 

 - Balancing Tradition and Modernity in Funeral Rituals 

 Funeral ceremonies in Dafang County embody a balance between enduring 

traditions and adaptive changes. Despite modernization, these rituals continue to 

reflect core cultural values such as respect for ancestors, community solidarity, and 

familial unity. As these rituals evolve, they maintain their role as a unifying force 

within the community, fostering a sense of identity and continuity. The resilience of 

funeral ceremonies in Dafang County demonstrates the community’s dedication to 

preserving its cultural heritage while remaining responsive to contemporary needs 

(Gao & Chen, 2021). 

 2.Ritual Management 

 -The Examine the Artistic Elements Within Local Funeral Ceremonies. 

 The merging of funeral observances in Bijie, Guizhou, Dafang County, reveals 

the nuanced significance of the connection between ritual administration and the 

coordination of these solemn occasions. At the core of ensuring the successful 

implementation of funeral observances are critical personnel involved in the domain 

of ritual management, each fulfilling unique responsibilities that uphold tradition and 

sustain societal stability. The research employs a qualitative approach to examine the 

diverse duties of these influential individuals, which encompass ceremonial 

coordinators who ensure the smooth advancement of rituals and guardians of cultural 

subtleties who preserve the genuineness of practices.  

 By conducting comprehensive interviews with these pivotal individuals, the 

qualitative data offers a profound comprehension of their viewpoints, obstacles, and 

approaches to maintaining tradition. Additionally, quantitative data obtained through 

questionnaires and surveys provides insight into the frequency and efficacy of 

particular strategies implemented by ritual management in order to strengthen social 

order throughout funeral observances. Statistical analyses provide valuable insights 
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regarding the prevalence and reception of these measures among members of the 

community, thereby establishing a quantitative framework that enhances the 

qualitative account. By integrating qualitative and quantitative methodologies, this 

study offers a holistic understanding of the mutually beneficial association between 

ritual management and funeral ceremonies. It sheds light on the ever-evolving 

strategies employed to reconcile social cohesion with tradition within the distinctive 

cultural milieu of Dafang County.4.6 Social Networks and Funeral Ceremonies for 

Graduates. 

 -Measures Taken by Ritual Management to Uphold Tradition and Social 

Order. 

 During funerals in Dafang County, ritual management uses a variety of 

methods to uphold custom and keep things running smoothly. Among these steps are: 

 Adherence to Ritual Manuscripts: Using ritual manuscripts as a guide makes 

sure that things happen in the right order and keeps traditional practices alive. 

 Community Involvement: Getting locals involved builds a sense of 

community and shared duty, which helps keep cultural practices alive. 

 Using Traditional Symbols: Using symbolic gestures and cultural symbols in 

the ceremonies strengthens the link to tradition and gives the ceremonies cultural 

meaning. 

 -Utilization of Qualitative and Quantitative Data 

 In-depth interviews and participant observations reveal rituals’ emotional and 

cultural meanings. Quantitative data from questionnaires and network analysis tools 

form community perceptions and social processes. Combining qualitative and 

quantitative methods provides a complete investigation of ritual management and 

funeral rites. 

 3.Social Network of the Living 

 -The Analyze the Dynamics of Social Interactions During Funeral Ceremonies 

in The Context of Contemporary Societal Changes.  

 Funeral ceremonies disrupt the familial and social relationships in the real 

world, thoroughly overturning the social status within families and communities in 

the Dafang County region. The subversion of family status in modern Dafang County 

funeral ceremonies is evident in the following ways: Participants in funeral 

ceremonies revolve around the maternal family blood relatives, with the ritual 

demands put forth by the maternal family taking precedence and holding a very high 

status. Non-blood relatives participating in funeral ceremonies are usually positioned 

on the periphery, relinquishing their rights to the maternal family/uncle’s family. 

Specifically, if the deceased is female, her maternal family members should be treated 

with special respect during the funeral ceremony; if the deceased is male, then his 

uncle’s family (the maternal grandmother’s family) should be accorded special 

respect (Li, 2018). Maternal family blood relations surpass all other status relations, 

and the diminished maternal family ties in secular life are revived and strengthened 

during funeral ceremonies. 

 Social relationships are also reset during funeral ceremonies, giving way to 

kinship ties centered around blood relations. The family sees itself as an independent 

entity, and the ceremony is the most evident sign of the family’s exclusivity (Zhao, 

2024, pp.46). The “social position” of funeral ceremony participants is reconstructed 

during the ceremony and can only return to its original state after the ceremony 
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concludes. Turner believes that in the ritual state, people’s social relationships are a 

ritual state different from everyday social life and social relationships. The ritual is a 

phenomenon of ‘anti-structure’ at the stable structure boundary (Yang, 2019, pp.21). 

It presents a thorough reversal of normal social relationships during the ritual. In the 

Dafang County, members within the kinship group have the right, and one might say 

an obligation, to exhibit extreme grief for the deceased. In funeral ceremonies, the 

emotions displayed by the kinship group of the deceased and the emotional 

expressions of this group become the focal point for other ceremony participants. In 

the ritual of raising the spirit and bidding farewell to the deceased, emotions serve as 

a window to express kinship relations, with more intense grief possibly bringing 

individuals closer to the core of the kinship groupp.If the emotional state of kinship 

group members is not sufficiently sorrowful, they may face criticism from others. 

 The departure of the deceased creates a gap in the network of kinship 

relations, and to minimize the impact of the deceased on the future of the kinship 

group, these relationships need to be reintegrated. 

 This makes the reproduction of kinship bonds possible. As a typical example 

of a ritual, funeral ceremonies symbolize the completion of the deceased’s transition 

from a worldly identity to a non-worldly one, from the living to the ancestral. It also 

marks the transfer of the kinship responsibilities borne by the deceased during their 

lifetime. Other members of the kinship group will now share these responsibilities, 

and the kinship order has been restructured. In modern Dafang County memorial 

services, the number of participants is considered an honor. The process of 

participants bidding farewell to the deceased and consoling the family not only serves 

to comfort the family’s emotions but also indicates that the reconstruction of the 

kinship order is witnessed by individuals outside the kinship groupp.Outsiders play 

the role of witnesses, ensuring the persuasiveness of the reconstruction process and its 

results. The reconstructed kinship relations undergo noticeable changes: on the one 

hand, the departure of the deceased may elevate individuals who were originally on 

the periphery of the kinship network due to the transfer of kinship responsibilities; on 

the other hand, it may lead to changes in the relations between two different kinship 

groups, previously linked by the deceased. 

 The transformation of the deceased’s identity triggers psychological elements 

such as ancestor worship, spirit worship, and soul worship, which are latent in the 

order of secular life. Funeral ceremonies provide a context to release these worshipful 

emotions, transforming inner worshipful psychology into formalized ritual behavior. 

The behavior and emotions of kinship group members are rationalized within the 

funeral ceremony context. Ritual behavior and accompanying emotions in the 

ceremonial context produce metaphors, suggesting a hidden connection between the 

deceased and the living. By virtue of their relationship with the deceased, the living 

receives blessings from the spirits of the deceased in the afterlife and have the 

opportunity to establish a connection with the unknown world. The periodic worship 

behaviors after the funeral ceremony also provide an opportunity to strengthen the ties 

between the living and the deceased. 

 Funeral ceremonies not only serve the function of maintaining bonds within 

the kinship group but also play a role in sustaining relationships between kinship 

group members and other funeral ceremony participants. From this perspective, 

funeral ceremonies share similarities in function with other rituals (weddings, birth 
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ceremonies, coming-of-age ceremonies, etc.). Funeral ceremonies offer an 

opportunity to maintain bonds within and outside the kinship group, with non-blood 

relatives uniformly attending as “guests” to express condolences to the deceased or 

the living, thus reenacting and reinforcing their relationship with the “host.” The 

impactful colors of the memorial hall, the continuous mournful tones, and the 

solemnity of the ceremony create an immersive funeral ceremony context, making it 

easier for all participants to be drawn into the vortex of personal memories. In 

memory, they reevaluate their relationships with the “host” or “guest,” and personal 

memory is often a sensory reproduction that does not require textual support. As 

Yang and Wang (2024, pp.6-7) pointed out that in the oral transmission phase, the 

expansive context needs to be more formalized than in advanced written cultures, and 

generally has ritual characteristics. Celebrations and rituals are the most typical forms 

used by non-textual societies to institutionalize the expansion context of cultural 

meaning. Rituals ensure the re-recording of information, making the meaning of 

culture manifest in a mediated way. It ensures the ‘ritual bond’ of culture (Yang & 

Wang, 2020, pp.131). Based on psychological closeness in social groups, individuals 

exhibit overt behaviors that bring them closer to the core of the blood-related kinship 

group, strengthening the bond between the “host” and the “guest.” 

 -Impact on Community and Family 

 Funeral Ceremonies and Community Cohesion: The detailed fieldwork in 

Dafang County sought to understand funeral customs and their possible effects on 

community cohesion. Funeral rites, a deeply cultural practice, may unite the 

community. Mourning and rituals may help community members bond. 

 Effects on Social Harmony: Analysis of Dafang County burial ceremonies 

may reveal their impact on social peace. These traditionally rooted events may 

enhance cultural understanding and harmony among varied community members. 

Rituals observed and actively participated in during fieldwork may reveal how they 

unite and promote harmony. 

 Influence on Family Structures and Relationships: The impact of funerals on 

family connections must be examined carefully. Active ritual involvement and in-

depth interviews with important players, including family members, may reveal the 

dynamics. Funeral rites may influence family connections and pass on cultural values 

and heritage. 

 

Research Framework 

 This research takes to study the history and evolution of funeral rituals to 

uncover their developmental trajectory. Examine the relationship between ritual 

management and funeral practices, identifying key participants and strategies, and 

how these maintain traditions and social order. To study the interplay between the 

social networks of the living and funeral rituals in Bijie, Guizhou, particularly 

focusing on how these networks influence the inheritance and organization of rituals, 

values, and procedures and investigate the impact of funeral rituals on community 

cohesion, family structures, and cultural heritage in Bijie, Guizhou, to understand 

their influence at a familial level. 
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Figure  1   Research Framework 

 

 Funeral ceremonies in Bijie, Guizhou, embody a rich tapestry of cultural 

practices and beliefs that reflect the values and traditions of the local community. 

These rituals serve multiple purposes: honoring the deceased, providing closure for 

the bereaved, and reinforcing community ties.  Funerals are not merely a series of 

rites but are integral to maintaining cultural continuity and familial obligations. 

According to Zhang (2019, pp.135), “Funeral ceremonies in rural China are pivotal in 

upholding familial bonds and cultural identity, serving as occasions for collective 

mourning and communal support”. Typical elements include preparation of the body, 

ceremonies involving ancestral worship, and the use of symbolic items like offerings. 

Huang (2012, pp.112) emphasizes, “The use of ritual elements such as paper money 

and food offerings reflects deep-seated beliefs about providing for the deceased in the 

afterlife, which is essential in Chinese funerary practices”. 

 Ritual management refers to the organization, coordination, and execution of 

funeral practices, ensuring that they adhere to cultural and social norms. This 

management is critical for maintaining the structure and integrity of the rituals. The 

primary participants in ritual management include family members, local elders, and 

ritual specialists. Li (2020, pp.52) notes, “Family members take on specific roles 

during the funeral process, with elders providing guidance to ensure that rituals are 

conducted appropriately according to cultural norms”. Families employ various 

strategies to manage funerals effectively, including communal support and the 

division of labor. Xu (2017, pp.135) explains, “Involvement from extended family 

and neighbors not only alleviates logistical burdens but also reinforces social 

cohesion, as community members participate in honoring the deceased”. 

 The social network of the living encompasses the relationships and 

connections among individuals and groups within the community. These networks 

play a vital role in facilitating support during funerals and influencing the continuity 

of traditions. The social networks are instrumental in the inheritance and organization 

of funeral rituals. According to Wellman (2001, pp.223), “Social networks provide 

individuals with access to resources and emotional support, which is crucial during 

times of grief, thus impacting the organization of funeral practices”. These networks 

foster community cohesion and cultural heritage by encouraging collective 

participation in rituals. Zhang (2019) asserts, “The collective involvement in funeral 

rituals not only strengthens social bonds but also serves as a means of transmitting 

cultural values and traditions across generations” (pp.140). 
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In this study, the Framework Summary explores the interplay between funeral 

ceremonies, ritual management, and the social networks of the living, highlighting 

how these elements form a dynamic system that reinforces cultural heritage and social 

order in Bijie, Guizhou. 

 Funeral Ceremony: Serves as a platform for cultural expression and social 

reinforcement. 

 Ritual Management: Ensures that funerals adhere to cultural practices through 

structured organization and community involvement. 

 Social Network of the Living: Facilitates emotional and logistical support, 

influencing the continuity of traditions and enhancing community cohesion. 

 Through this framework, the study aims to explore how these factors interact 

to impact family structures and community dynamics in Bijie, Guizhou, highlighting 

the significance of funeral rituals in preserving cultural identity and fostering social 

ties. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

CHAPTER II 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFORMATION  

OF FUNERAL RITUALS 

 

 This chapter is about the first research objective, to study the historical 

development and transformation of funeral rituals in Dafang County. The main 

sections of this chapter are as follows: 

 1.Historical Traditions and The Evolutionary Course of Burial Rites in Dafang 

County, Guizhou 

 2.Historical Origins of Funeral Rituals in Dafang County 

 3.The Concepts of Chinese Funeral Ceremony 

 4.The Funeral Ritual 

 5.Concepts of Ritual Management 

 6.General Practice of Funeral Ceremony in Dafang County 

 

Historical Traditions and The Evolutionary Course of Burial Rites in Dafang 

County, Guizhou 

 Exploration of historical traditions and the evolutionary course of burial rites 

in Dafang County, Guizhou, is critical to comprehending the region’s framework of 

cultural practices. Funeral rituals, according to Dong (2018, pp.27-35), have been 

important to the social fabric of societies, functioning as rites of passage and having 

great cultural importance. With its long history, Dafang County has seen a subtle 

development of burial traditions. Weilin (2022, pp.7-8) emphasizes the dynamic 

aspect of these traditions, highlighting their reactivity to external forces like as 

socioeconomic transformations, political transitions, and cultural exchanges. The 

adaptation of burial rites in Dafang County is a prominent issue emerging from the 

literature. While rooted in tradition, these rites demonstrate amazing adaptability to 

changing conditions.  

 The development is often seen as a dynamic negotiation between retaining 

ancient practices and integrating modern influences. Bender et al. (2019, pp.123-127) 

explored the importance of funeral rites as markers of cultural identity, demonstrating 

how they become reservoirs of communal memory, reflecting the local community’s 

beliefs and ethos. Furthermore, the literature emphasizes the various forces driving 

the development of funeral traditions. Economic changes, technology developments, 

and urbanization have all been highlighted as causes for transforming the landscape of 

these events. For example, research have looked at how economic changes affect 

funeral expenditures and the material components of these rites. As highlighted in 

Cheung (2018, pp.211-218), the introduction of technology has provided new 

modalities of memorialization and communication during funeral rites, adding layers 

of to the growing traditions. 



 

 

 
25 

 

 Tapp (2002, pp.11-13) investigated the origins of funeral rites, demonstrating 

an interaction of cultural, religious, and hereditary elements. These rituals weave a 

historical fabric that is strongly rooted in the traditions of the local Han people, 

providing a continuum of cultural manifestations that adapt to the changing demands 

and dynamics of the community. Chiang (2016, pp.17-19) demonstrates a strong link 

between burial rites in Dafang County and the larger cultural environment. These 

rituals evolve as more than just traditions; they are a live monument to the local 

community’s lasting values and beliefs. Funeral rituals, which are rooted in ancestral 

roots, serve as a significant conduit through which the community expresses its 

collective identity and navigates the shifting currents of social change (Deng, 2021, 

pp.9-14). When examined through the prism of historical traditions, the history of 

funeral rites creates an enthralling story.  

 Icholas Tapp, (2002, pp.55-61) presents a vivid picture of how these rituals 

have dynamically adjusted to evolving cultural landscapes, economic developments, 

and social structure ebb and flow. Each layer of historical research reveals a more 

detailed knowledge of how funeral rites have altered and endured, mirroring the 

society they serve. Hong (2017)’s profound findings not only shed light on the origins 

and cultural relevance of funeral rites, but also set the ground for a nuanced 

examination of their development.  

 Burial rites in Dafang County, Guizhou, are rich in cultural significance and 

have evolved over centuries, influenced by a myriad of factors, including geography, 

social structures, and religious beliefs. This literature review examines existing 

research on the historical traditions of burial rites in Dafang County, highlighting key 

themes such as cultural significance, regional variations, sociopolitical influences, and 

contemporary transformations. Burial rites in Dafang County serve as essential 

expressions of cultural identity and collective memory. They reflect the community’s 

values regarding life, death, and the afterlife, as well as the relationship between the 

living and the deceased. According to Zhang (2018, pp.45), “Burial practices in rural 

China often emphasize filial piety and the importance of honoring ancestors, which is 

a cornerstone of Chinese cultural values” . This emphasis on ancestral veneration can 

be traced back to Confucian teachings, which stress the moral obligation of 

descendants to respect and care for their ancestors even after death. 

 The historical evolution of burial rites in Dafang County can be categorized 

into several phases influenced by local customs and external cultural currents. Early 

burial practices were characterized by simple interments, often in natural settings such 

as hillsides or near rivers, which aligned with local spiritual beliefs. As noted by Liu 

(2017, pp.78), “Early practices in Guizhou reflected animistic beliefs, where natural 

landscapes were seen as imbued with spiritual significance, affecting burial site 

selection”. With the introduction of Confucian, Taoist, and Buddhist philosophies, 

burial practices became more structured. Rituals began to incorporate elements such 

as ritual offerings, ancestral tablets, and elaborate ceremonies that reflected the 

deceased’s social status. Chen (2019, pp.102) highlights, “The integration of these 

religious traditions into burial rites transformed them into significant social events 

that reinforced community ties and social hierarchies”. 

 Burial rites in Dafang County also demonstrate regional variations influenced 

by local customs and historical events. The socio-political landscape, particularly 

during periods of upheaval such as the Cultural Revolution, significantly impacted 
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traditional practices. Huang (2020, pp.59) argues that “The Cultural Revolution led to 

a repression of traditional burial customs, prompting a shift toward simpler and more 

utilitarian practices as ideological conformity took precedence over cultural heritage” 

Despite these challenges, many families in Dafang County have worked to preserve 

traditional burial rites. Recent studies suggest a resurgence of interest in traditional 

practices as communities seek to reclaim their cultural identity. As Wang (2021, 

pp.123) notes, “The revitalization of traditional burial customs reflects a broader trend 

in rural China, where local communities strive to reconnect with their heritage amidst 

rapid modernization”. 

 In recent years, the dynamics of burial practices in Dafang County have 

continued to evolve due to modernization, urban migration, and changing social 

norms. Families often face economic constraints that influence their burial decisions, 

leading to adaptations in traditional practices. As described by Gao (2022, pp.88), 

“Contemporary burial practices increasingly reflect economic considerations, with 

many families opting for cremation or simplified ceremonies due to rising costs 

associated with traditional burials”. Moreover, the influence of technology and 

globalization has introduced new elements into burial rites, such as online memorials 

and the use of digital platforms for organizing funerals. Liu and Zhang (2022, pp.175) 

argue that “These innovations signify a blend of traditional values with modern 

conveniences, creating a unique hybrid of practices that cater to contemporary 

societal needs”. 

 The burial rites of Dafang County, Guizhou, illustrate a complex interplay 

between tradition and change. Historical traditions rooted in ancestral worship and 

community values continue to inform contemporary practices, even as they adapt to 

modern pressures. The literature reveals that while the evolution of burial rites is 

shaped by a variety of influences, including cultural beliefs, social structures, and 

socio-political contexts, the underlying significance of these rites as expressions of 

identity and community remains steadfast. Further research is needed to explore the 

ongoing transformations of burial practices in light of globalization and urbanization, 

ensuring that the cultural heritage of Dafang County is preserved for future 

generations. 

 Socioeconomic Factors Influencing Funeral Rituals explores how societal and 

cultural dimensions intersect, framing thought into two components: “Society” and 

“Culture.” Given that these terms encompass broad and complex meanings, 

interpretations can vary widely, much like culture itself, which is rich in content and 

intricate details. 

 A society is a group of people who are members of a society and interact with 

each other based on social rules or regulations in order to manage relationships, 

thereby making life smoother and creating a sense of belonging to the same 

groupp.(Settho & Prachuapmor, 1989, pp.99-102) 

 According to (Settho, 1989, pp.85) social classification of five common traits, 

the following categories can be summarized: 

 1.A space society is a geographical area whose members can identify their 

own spatial extent, for example by region or by geographical characteristics 

 2.Social groups that are larger than other groups are groups that are classified 

according to significant commonalities and can be classified as groups, for example, 
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in schools where there are more female students than male students, or in 

occupational groups that are classified according to established criteria. 

 3.There is a prominent mainstream culture in the society, that is, in the values, 

norms, beliefs and other prominent characteristics reflected, such as language, law, 

customs. Although there are some small groups, their characteristics are not as 

prominent as those of the mainstream groups. 

 4.Social stability groups are derived from natural replacement, which can be 

interpreted as natural birth to compensate for the death of the population in the 

society, which creates stability for the society. 

 5.Self-sufficient social groups: this refers to the ability to respond to the needs 

of members of society on their own and to be integrated with other social groups or to 

exist as separate groups. 

 Culture means that culture determines the forms of institutions that embody 

different characteristics in different societies, and that culture is what determines 

human behavior, that human behavior depends on society, and that culture is what 

controls society, to create something orderly for society, because there are beliefs in 

the culture, as well as beliefs, values and norms, values will be all public behavior 

norms or standards. Therefore, culture is the thing that shows the national character 

and the solid foundation of the nation, the thing that shows the national dignity, the 

reputation and the sense of pride, the thing that possesses the excellent culture and has 

inherited the long national culture, spreading culture and values through the process 

of learning and in society  

 According to Goodenough’s classification, culture can be divided into two 

categories: 

 1.Behavioral patterns, which are the executive’s Guide to life, or behavior. 

 2.Behavioral patterns, which are the Executive’s Guide to behavior before it 

occurs, which are determined by cultural patterns (Goodenough, 1961, pp.81). 

 Culture and society are closely linked, society cannot be separated from 

culture. The term society focuses on a collection of constituent elements, namely 

individuals, while the term culture focuses on rules, norms or goods shared by 

members of a group (Prachuapmor, 1989, pp.107). Furthermore, both society and 

culture can influence the formation of social patterns, making them different from 

other societies. As defined by Geertz (Rapeepat, 2008, pp.67), culture is a system of 

symbols created by humans, a network of meanings in which humans themselves are 

interconnected. 

 Sociocultural impact refers to the effect produced by an act, which may be 

present or future, positive or negative, and may involve both stakeholders and non-

stakeholders, or direct and indirect effects. The impact is not just what we see or 

experience today. Therefore, it becomes important to categorize the impact, whether it 

is positive or negative and what type of impact it is. (As Dye was quoted in 1982 by 

Phongphetprayoon in 2006) the effects are divided into the following types: 

 1.According to the perspective of the content of the impact, can be divided 

into economic impact, social impact, political impact, management impact, 

environmental impact and material impact. For example, the impact of executing a 

plan. 

 2.According to the perspective of impact value, it can be divided into positive 

impact (meaning ideal impact) and negative impact (meaning non-ideal impact). 
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 The first Industrial Revolution began in the 18th century and merged with 

Second Industrial Revolution around 1850, when economic and technological 

progress was driven by the steam engine, railways, and the internal combustion 

engine and generator in the late 19th century. The Industrial Revolution spanned a vast 

period of time, and historians differ. Eric Hobsbawm said it began in 1780s Britain 

and did not have a major impact until 1830s or 1840s, while T. S. Ashton says it 

basically happens from 1760s to 1830s. Some 20th-century historians, such as 

John Clappen and Nicholas Crofts, disagreed that the process of economic and social 

change was gradual and that revolutionary discourse was a misnomer, this is still a 

matter of debate among historians. Per capita gross domestic product had stagnated 

until the industrial revolution and the emergence of the modern capitalist economy. 

The Industrial Revolution ushered in an era of economic growth in the capitalist 

economic system. economic historians agree that the beginning of the Industrial 

Revolution was the most important event in human history since the beginning of 

farming and animal husbandry. 

 Before the 19th century, China had one of the largest and most developed 

economies in the world in the 18th century, Adam Smith believed that China had long 

been one of the richest, most prosperous, most urbanised and industrialised countries 

in the world. However, the Chinese economy began to decline in the 16th century and 

continued to decline in the 19th and 20th centuries, despite a brief recovery in the 

1930s. 

 The market-oriented economic reforms that began in 1978 can be divided into 

two phases: the first, from the late 1970s to the early 1980s, was the reintroduction of 

individual agriculture and the opening up of foreign investment, allow entrepreneurs 

to start and own businesses. However, the government still owns most of the 

country’s industries. The second phase, from the late 1980s to the 1990s, began to 

privatize state-owned enterprises, allowing private firms to sign up to run state-owned 

industries and removing many price controls, protections, and regulations, but it 

remains in banking and oil. This has led to significant growth in the private sector, 

which accounted for about 70 per cent of GDP in 2005. 

 From 1978 to 2013, China’s economy never experienced such growth, 

averaging 9.5 per cent a year. After 2005, however, Hu Jintao and the Wen Jiabao 

Government redirected and redirected the economy, partially offsetting the impact of 

the reforms. 

 China’s economic reforms, initiated in 1978, marked a turning point in the 

nation’s development. While these reforms increased the country’s wealth and 

productivity, they also reshaped social practices, including how traditional ceremonies 

like funerals are conducted. As the market economy expanded, families were required 

to adjust their lifestyles, leading to both simplification and commercialization of some 

rituals. In rural areas such as Dafang County, funeral practices remain deeply rooted 

in tradition, but the influence of modern economic realities has made it more difficult 

to uphold certain customs. The rising costs of rituals, including offerings, ceremonial 

items, and professional services, have forced families to make compromises. 

Wealthier families may organize elaborate, multi-day ceremonies to display social 

status, whereas others opt for minimalistic events to reduce expenses. This duality 

demonstrates how economic inequality shapes ritual practices. 
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 China’s rapid urbanization has had profound effects on social structures, 

including the dynamics of funerals. As younger generations migrate to cities, the 

population of rural areas diminishes, disrupting traditional community networks. In 

the past, funeral ceremonies relied heavily on community involvement, with 

neighbors and extended families contributing to preparations. Today, urbanization has 

eroded these networks, often leaving elderly individuals without adequate support for 

organizing funerals. Nevertheless, funerals remain significant occasions that prompt 

family members to return to their hometowns, temporarily reuniting kinship groups. 

These gatherings reaffirm social ties, even in a modern context, by connecting the 

living to ancestral traditions. The combination of rural and urban elements in 

contemporary ceremonies reflects a negotiation between modern convenience and 

cultural preservation. 

 Despite socioeconomic changes, many aspects of traditional funeral rituals 

have endured, particularly those tied to Confucian values. Respect for ancestors, the 

importance of family, and the symbolic transfer of responsibilities to the next 

generation remain central themes. Funeral rituals continue to serve as both a personal 

expression of grief and a public demonstration of filial piety and community 

belonging. Modernization has introduced new elements into these ceremonies. In 

some cases, digital tools are employed to inform community members about funeral 

details, and online platforms offer spaces for virtual condolences. Additionally, 

professional funeral services provide logistical support, enabling families to focus on 

symbolic aspects of the rituals. These adaptations reflect how communities integrate 

modern solutions into traditional frameworks without compromising the rituals’ 

deeper meanings. 

 The diversity within China, both in terms of economic development and 

cultural heritage, also influences how funeral rituals are practiced. In urbanized 

regions, rituals tend to be shorter, influenced by time constraints and space 

limitations. In contrast, rural areas like Dafang County continue to uphold longer, 

more intricate ceremonies, emphasizing communal participation and spiritual 

elements. However, these traditions are not immune to economic pressures. The cost 

of funerary materials, from incense to ceremonial clothing, has increased, making it 

difficult for families to maintain elaborate rituals. Government policies promoting 

simpler, eco-friendly burial practices have also encouraged some communities to 

adopt cremation or other cost-effective alternatives. This shift highlights the ongoing 

tension between economic necessity and cultural preservation. 

 The socioeconomic changes in China, including urbanization, economic 

reform, and modernization, have reshaped how funeral rituals are practiced. In 

Dafang County, traditional customs endure, but they are increasingly influenced by 

economic realities and migration patterns. While funerals remain important for 

maintaining social cohesion and reinforcing cultural identity, families and 

communities must navigate a delicate balance between tradition and modern 

practicality. The evolving nature of these rituals illustrates how cultural practices 

adapt to socioeconomic changes while preserving their core values. 

 The interviewees explained that funeral ceremonies in Dafang County reflect 

both longstanding traditions and modern adaptations. Historically, the region’s funeral 

customs were shaped by the isolation of the area, which preserved ethnic and local 

practices, including those of the Yi people. These rituals emphasize respect for the 
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deceased, belief in the continuation of the soul, and maintaining family honor. The 

interviewees highlighted that economic conditions greatly influence the scale of 

ceremonies, with wealthier families able to afford more elaborate rituals and 

professional services, while others opt for simpler practices to avoid financial 

burdens. Participants also emphasized that social change and government policies 

promoting simpler, environmentally friendly funerals have led to shorter ceremonies. 

Traditional multi-day rituals are now often reduced to fit modern lifestyles. Some 

participants noted that younger generations are more inclined to adopt these new 

practices, reflecting a broader societal shift. Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “The richer families have more elaborate ceremonies—better priests and more 

rituals. Simpler funerals are becoming common now because people want to avoid 

unnecessary expenses.” 

(Interviewee 1) 

 

 “Technology makes a big difference. In the past, we had to travel far to inform 

relatives about a death. Now, a WeChat message is enough.” 

(Interviewee 27) 

 

 “We need to adapt our customs to modern life, like using fewer fireworks to 

protect the environment, but we must keep the meaning of these rituals intact.” 

(Interviewee 28) 

 

 Funeral rituals in Dafang County are shaped by socioeconomic factors, with 

wealthier families hosting elaborate ceremonies and others opting for simpler ones to 

manage costs. Government policies promoting sustainability have encouraged modest 

practices, while technology like WeChat streamlines arrangements. Despite these 

changes, the rituals maintain a balance between cultural preservation and modern 

practicality. 

 The political and cultural influences on funeral practices in Dafang County 

highlight the significant impact of Chinese immigration on local customs. When new 

immigrants live with some Aboriginal groups, some of them integrate into Aboriginal 

society, while others retain most of their traditional characteristics when they enter 

their new homes. Chinese immigrants to Dafang have brought beliefs, rituals, culture 

and customs into Dafang social life patterns. For example, conduct Yuan festival 

ceremonies, funerals, Spring Festival, Qingming Festival, Memorial Day of ancestors 

and other ceremonies observed by Chinese immigrants in their countries of origin. 

These rituals were learned and inherited by Chinese immigrants from their ancestors. 

No matter where Chinese immigrants move to the world, they will retain their 

customs and beliefs, because Chinese immigrants believe that if they act according to 

their customs, it will help them to be physically and mentally secure while living in a 

foreign country and will be beneficial to society in promoting the unity of their 

compatriots. If individuals act according to their own customs and customs, it will 

help them to be physically and mentally secure in a foreign country. Chinese customs 

and customs play an important role in promoting ethnic unity in social life and form 

unity among Chinese immigrants. Therefore, no matter where Chinese immigrants 

migrate to the world, they will unswervingly retain their customs and beliefs, and 
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more or less strive to maintain their customs, even if they become overseas Chinese 

community Chinese, foreigners or in western society. 

 Chinese life-cycle rituals, especially funeral customs, especially on the 

parents’ funeral, as children must try to conduct to show filial piety. Funeral 

procedures are cumbersome, reflecting the ancient wisdom, full of symbolic 

significance, both to honor the dead, to a good home, but also to enable the living 

people to flourish and live in harmony. When Chinese emigrate, they will follow their 

own national traditions, funeral ceremony is a symbolic form of religious belief, 

usually from ancestors to descendants, and passed down from generation to 

generation. It is worth noting that the Chinese show the ceremony is not primitive, 

because the conduct of the ceremony simplified the ceremony procedures. This shows 

that the religious beliefs and ritual components that are the basis of the ritual have 

been partially absorbed and directly influenced by Dafang culture, which is the main 

culture that currently surrounds Chinese culture. 

 Therefore, the essence of the turning change of the whole Chinese etiquette is 

the internalization of the content and form of the etiquette, which causes the change of 

the ancestors’ expectation, that is, the change of the concept. Funeral etiquette is the 

most important etiquette in life, because it is related to the underworld or the 

incomprehensible death of the factors. With propriety, relatives and friends cannot be 

too lonely. Unfortunately, due to the changes of social environment, especially the 

progress of material science and Technology, ordinary people regard etiquette as a 

superstition, no longer pay attention to its inner meaning, it is a pity. 

 The interviewees noted that political and cultural changes have significantly 

shaped funeral rituals in Dafang County. From dynastic shifts to the rise of 

Communist rule, these events altered the way rituals were conducted, reflecting the 

broader social and political landscape. Several respondents discussed how the 

Cultural Revolution suppressed traditional practices, forcing families to conduct 

rituals in secret. They mentioned that following the end of this period, a gradual 

revival occurred, although modified to align with contemporary social norms. The 

adaptation of these practices has often reflected governmental policies that oscillate 

between promoting cultural heritage and advocating for more secular approaches. 

Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “During the Cultural Revolution, many people had to perform rituals in 

hiding. Funerals were stripped of religious elements, and only the basic ceremony 

could be conducted.” 

(Interviewee 5)  
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 “After the 1980s, there was a resurgence of traditional ceremonies, but many 

rituals were abbreviated due to pressure from authorities.” 

(Interviewee 15) 

 

 “Local officials now sometimes attend the ceremonies, showing a reversal of 

the earlier stance, where rituals were seen as superstitious and backward.” 

(Interviewee 21) 

 

 Political upheavals and cultural shifts have deeply impacted the execution and 

symbolism of funeral rituals in Dafang County. Although the core elements of these 

rituals persist, they have been adapted to fit within varying political climates and 

cultural paradigms. 

 Nowadays, the trend of thought related to technological advancements and 

modernization has a great influence and effect on human and society. Many concepts 

of innovation argue that innovation is an intellectual phenomenon designed to create 

new things to drive economic development, or is a company through the production 

of new products to attract customer attention and create a competitive advantage 

strategy. However, the definition of innovation is not just the creation of new things, 

innovation has a broader meaning. Thus, thinkers and scholars in different fields 

apply the principles of innovation, creation and development to their own fields, these 

scholars have different views on the definition of innovation, the types of factors 

leading to innovation and the application of innovation principles, which depend on 

various disciplines. To study innovation in the enterprise, it is necessary to understand 

the important concepts of innovation, because innovation is a new thing and thinkers 

and scholars have come up with many concepts, so it is necessary to understand all of 

them, in order to understand and analyze all the enterprises that the concept should be 

used as an example of enterprise innovation development. In addition, the business 

context is necessarily a matter to be considered at the same time, because the 

development of strategies based on innovative concepts must understand the state of 

the business, including the existing culture of the enterprise, the existing or desired 

primary and secondary capabilities of the enterprise, and human resources 

development activities in the enterprise, since the development of innovation in the 

enterprise must first and foremost develop innovation in the person, can Be in the 

enterprise sustainable development. 

 The judgment of innovation, Rogers (1983, pp.97) argues, depends on the 

perception of the individual or group, that is, whether it is new to him. So, what is 

innovative for one group of people may not be innovative for others, depending on 

whether he perceives it as new. Another aspect of novelty may be that it changes over 

time. When it comes to innovation, a new thing does not have to be a new thing. It 

may refer to an idea or practice that has been previously thought or done, but has been 

put on hold for some time. Later, people realized that it could help solve problems in 

new situations, so they readopted it, which can also be regarded as a new thing. Thus, 

innovation may refer to the following new things: 

 1.Something new that has never been done before. 

 2.Something new that has been done in the past, but has been re-used. 

 3.Something new that has been developed on the basis of the old. 
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 There are many types of innovation classification, according to their 

characteristics, scope and application purposes, this paper summarizes three 

characteristics that are often used in the classification of innovation types and have 

been widely used in research, including: 

 1.Product innovation refers to new products that are commercially produced 

and have been improved or have emerged on the market. This innovation may be new 

to the world, countries, organizations and even ourselves. Product innovation can be 

divided into two categories 

 -Tangible Product or Goods. 

 -Intangible Product or Service. 

 2.Process Innovation means changing the way products are produced or 

services are provided in ways that are different from those of the past. Technological 

Innovation can be divided into two types:  

 -Technological Process Innovation is used in the production Process of capital 

goods, in which the real capital or physical commodity units are improved in 

accordance with Technological changes, thus increasing the output, prior to product 

Innovation.  

 -Organizational Process Innovation processes that improve the efficiency and 

competence of an organization’s management, through trial and error and self-

learning, rather than relying on R & D capabilities. 

 3.Radical innovation is a kind of innovation which is different from the 

existing technology and idea in essence, and appears in the form of radical change, so 

it is of great significance, not only to improve the original things, but also to design 

and utilize the innovation based on the brand-new concept. 

 4.Incremental Innovation this type of Innovation is the Innovation that 

produces the most. It occurs more frequently than radical Innovation. It is 

characterized by Incremental change and small Incremental improvements to systems 

to improve their efficiency. The ability to improve depends on the organization’s 

potential. 

 5.Technological Innovation is the basis or scope of Technological 

development of Innovation. At present, technological innovation development plays 

an important role in many organizations because it can help innovation development 

to meet the needs of consumers and create a competitive advantage, and is an 

important innovation driver for social, economic, political, ecological and People’s 

progress. 

 6.Administrative Innovation Administrative Innovation means to create and 

change the form of organizational management, and then improve the operational 

system, productivity, product design and operational efficiency. 

 The relationship between the change of social organization and the 

transformation to the complex form of industrialization and urbanization. The 

existence and development of a city must have a certain population size, technological 

development, the ability to control the human natural environment and the 

development of social organization in order to achieve order, a social state free from 

serious inequality or group conflict. Since the 19th century, human beings have made 

rapid technological progress, greatly increasing social productivity. Changes in social 

organization are associated with the transition to industrialization, the current post-
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industrial society, or the information society. As a result, communities and societies 

become more complex and take on an urban form. 

 In the process of modernization after the Second World War, all the countries 

in the world are aiming at modernization, and the war-torn countries and newly 

independent countries are devoting themselves to the development of their own 

communities. The designation by the United Nations of the World Development 

Decade has led to changes in many areas, including the creation of new inventions by 

borrowing or accepting technological ideas or other things from other societies, and 

apply them appropriately to their own communities; advances in telecommunications 

systems that reflect scientific and technological progress; and cultural diffusion that 

leads to subsequent change. 

 Modernization is related to urbanization, which means that urbanization is a 

way of life formed in the industrialized society. And industrialization is the 

performance of social modernization. Industrialization is a process associated with the 

development of technology or mechanization to increase the productivity of the entire 

society. Therefore, industrialization and the social economic system has a great 

relationshipp.You could say that industrialization is a process of feudalism. In 

addition, industrialization is an important starting point for the development of 

capitalism. Of course, the way of life of the people in an industrialized society will 

have the general characteristics of an urban or industrial society. Industrialization can 

be viewed from the transformation of pre-industrialization society to industrialization 

society. As far as social order is concerned, industrialization can be examined from 

the changes of family system, class system, religion, law and so on. In short, 

industrialization is the transformation or development of social technology, energy, 

and resources in order to promote the productive forces of society, is the result of 

social scientific and technological progress and the transformation of the pre-

industrial social order. The industrialization of a society is a prerequisite for its stage 

of industrialization and has the following basis: 

 1.Material Technology develops because resources are necessary for the 

factory industry. It is therefore important to seek to develop the most advanced 

technologies to use and manage resources as efficiently as possible 

 2.The development of agricultural production, in modern Industrial society, is 

an important foundation for industrial development. The development of agricultural 

technology, including machinery and other aspects, has led to an increase in 

agricultural production and a decrease in the number of people working in agriculture 

as a result of the population’s shift from agriculture to industry. Agricultural 

production is sufficient to feed the entire population and some of it can be exported 

abroad. 

 3.The development of social organization is the modern social organization 

appearing in the Industrial society. It is characterized by division of labor, specialized 

experts, more formal social life, service management emphasizes efficiency, 

performance as a quantitative effect. A society characterized by industry is one that 

establishes a social organization distinct from a preindustrial society dominated by 

agriculture, with less dependence between relatives and neighbours. 

 4.Political unity is essential to government stability in the process of social 

industrialization. Modern industry needs to make connections with politicians and set 

rules for things like industrial products. Sometimes, industrial investment from other 
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countries needs to take into account the stability of the government, otherwise no one 

dares to invest in this country. 

 5.The development of capitalist values. In industrial countries, most people 

hold the values of investment, risk-taking and hard work. These values are the ideal 

characteristics of industrial leaders because investment is linked to the economy and 

industrialization is linked to economic development, especially for capitalist 

economies, it needs the development of capitalism to promote the continuous 

development of industrialization. 

 The impact of globalization, as noted earlier, will be relevant to the 

development of developing countries and communities and will be closely linked to 

political mechanisms, economies, and sociocultural relationships, whether in terms of 

concepts, strategies or development processes. The changes that have taken place in 

Dafang communities and societies in order to promote national development towards 

the achievement of the established goals, although generally aimed at promoting 

progress or correcting and preventing many types of problems, but at the very least, 

these changes have led to the development of communities, the advancement of 

societies, the removal of countries from backwardness or underdevelopment and the 

emergence of developing countries as recognized by the world community. However, 

in the process of community social development, we will find that there are still many 

problems, whether consciously or unconsciously, which lead to these problems need 

to be solved. 

 The interviewees unanimously agreed that technological advancements have 

brought significant changes to funeral rituals in Dafang County. Modern 

communication, transportation, and digital technology have transformed how rituals 

are organized, conducted, and even memorialized. Respondents pointed out that the 

use of mobile phones and social media has made it easier to notify distant relatives 

and organize larger gatherings. Video recordings and live-streaming have become 

more common, allowing those unable to attend to participate virtually. Additionally, 

some aspects of the rituals, such as the use of pre-recorded chants and digital incense 

offerings, illustrate how modernization is blending with tradition. Example Interview 

Quotes: 

 

 “Now we can broadcast parts of the ceremony online for relatives overseas. 

It’s not the same as being there, but it allows everyone to share in the experience.”  

(Interviewee 9) 

 

 “There’s even an app where you can light a virtual candle or incense for the 

deceased, which is used by those who live far away.”  

(Interviewee 19) 

 

 “The traditional chants are sometimes played from a speaker instead of 

performed live—people accept it because it’s more practical in busy modern life.”  

(Interviewee 24) 
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 Technological advancements have both modernized and globalized funeral 

rituals in Dafang County. These changes reflect broader trends in how communities 

balance tradition with modernity, ensuring that rituals remain relevant in a rapidly 

changing world. 
 

Historical Origins of Funeral Rituals in Dafang County 

 The historical origins of funeral rituals in Dafang County, Guizhou Province is 

a place with a long history and has experienced many social changes. In the early 

days, Dafang County’s economy was mainly based on agriculture, and people’s 

lifestyle was relatively traditional. With the changes of the times and the process of 

modernization, the social economy and culture of Dafang County have also 

undergone many changes. The located in the northwest of Guizhou, it covers an area 

of 3,502 square kilometers and had a population of 990,000 in 2006. 

 

 
 

Figure  2Map of China 

Source: Hao86, 2024 
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 Dafang County, strategically located at the crossroads of Guizhou, Yunnan, 

and Sichuan provinces, serves as an important cultural and geographic link between 

these regions. Known for its rich historical and cultural heritage, Dafang County is 

particularly significant for its diverse ethnic communities and traditional practices, 

including unique funeral rituals that reflect the cultural blend influenced by its 

neighboring provinces.  

 In 2007, Dafang County administered 10 towns and 26 townships, of which 18 

were designated as ethnic townships, highlighting the county’s commitment to 

preserving and fostering ethnic diversity. These ethnic townships are home to a 

variety of minority groups, each contributing distinct cultural elements to the region’s 

social fabric. This intersection of cultures not only enhances the county’s ethnic 

diversity but also makes it a focal point for anthropological and sociological studies, 

particularly in the realms of traditional customs, ceremonies, and social networks. 

 

 
 

Figure  3 Map of Guizhou Province 

Source: Li, 2024 

 

 Funeral rituals in Dafang County, Guizhou, are deeply embedded in the 

region’s cultural fabric and are shaped by historical, social, and religious influences. 

This literature review aims to explore the historical origins of these rituals, examining 

how traditional practices have developed over time and the factors that have 

influenced their evolution. The review synthesizes key findings from existing 

research, highlighting the intersection of cultural beliefs, ancestral worship, and social 

organization in shaping funeral practices. 

 The origins of funeral rituals in Dafang County can be traced back to ancient 

animistic beliefs and practices that predate formalized religious systems. Early burial 

practices involved simple interments in natural settings, reflecting a deep connection 

to the land and a belief in the spiritual significance of natural elements. As noted by 

Liu (2016, pp.47), “Early burial sites were often located near hills or rivers, places 
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believed to be imbued with spiritual power, serving as a reflection of the community’s 

respect for nature”. This early practice highlights a fundamental aspect of Dafang’s 

spiritual landscape, where the natural environment plays a critical role in shaping 

cultural beliefs about death and the afterlife. 

 With the advent of Confucianism in Chinese society, particularly during the 

Han Dynasty, funeral rituals in Dafang County began to adopt more structured and 

formalized practices. Confucian ideals emphasized filial piety, the importance of 

ancestral veneration, and the need for proper rituals to honor the deceased. As Zhang 

(2018, pp.123) observes, “The incorporation of Confucian principles into burial 

practices transformed them into ceremonies of social significance, reinforcing familial 

obligations and societal norms”. This transition marked a shift from individualistic 

spiritual beliefs to a more collective understanding of death, where the deceased’s 

legacy and familial honor became paramount. 

 Dafang County is characterized by its ethnic diversity, including Miao and 

Han communities, which have contributed to the richness and complexity of local 

funeral practices. The blending of various cultural elements has resulted in unique 

rituals that reflect both indigenous traditions and external influences. According to 

Chen (2019, pp.98), “The interaction between different ethnic groups in Dafang has 

led to a syncretism of funeral practices, where local customs are interwoven with 

broader cultural narratives, resulting in a distinct regional identity”. This cultural 

syncretism is evident in the rituals themselves, which may include elements such as 

traditional songs, dances, and the use of specific offerings that vary between 

communities. 

 Significant historical events, such as the upheavals during the Cultural 

Revolution, have profoundly impacted funeral rituals in Dafang County. The state’s 

efforts to promote socialist values often conflicted with traditional practices, leading 

to a decline in the observance of elaborate rituals. As Huang (2020, pp.66) notes, 

“The Cultural Revolution saw a suppression of traditional burial customs, prompting 

many families to simplify their rituals or abandon them altogether in favor of state-

sanctioned practices”. Despite this repression, many families have worked to revive 

traditional practices in recent decades, demonstrating a resilient commitment to 

cultural heritage. 

 In recent years, there has been a notable resurgence of interest in traditional 

funeral rituals in Dafang County. This revival is driven by a growing recognition of 

the importance of cultural identity and community ties. Wang (2021, pp.142) 

highlights that “Many families are actively seeking to reclaim and preserve their 

ancestral customs, leading to a renaissance of traditional practices that honor the 

deceased and reinforce familial bonds”. This contemporary revitalization underscores 

the enduring significance of funeral rituals as vital expressions of cultural heritage 

and community cohesion. 

 The historical origins of funeral rituals in Dafang County, Guizhou, reveal a 

complex interplay of cultural beliefs, social organization, and historical events. From 

early animistic practices to the influence of Confucianism and the impact of political 

upheaval, these rituals have evolved while retaining their core significance in 

honoring the deceased and reinforcing social bonds. As communities navigate the 

challenges of modernization, the revival of traditional practices underscores the 

importance of cultural heritage in contemporary society. Future research should 
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continue to explore the ongoing transformations of these rituals in the context of 

globalization and social change. 

 The concepts of Chinese funeral ceremonies, deeply embedded in cultural, 

religious, and social traditions, serve as an important area of study for understanding 

how people interpret life, death, and the afterlife within a cultural context. This 

literature review discusses the historical evolution, religious foundations, symbolic 

elements, and the social significance of Chinese funeral rites, referencing key studies 

to illustrate the complexity and resilience of these rituals in the face of modernization. 

 

The Concepts of Chinese Funeral Ceremony 

 The origins of Chinese funeral practices date back thousands of years, with 

documented records from as early as the Zhou Dynasty (1046-256 BCE). Over 

centuries, funeral customs have evolved in response to societal, political, and 

economic changes, yet many traditional elements remain intact. According to 

Thompson (2013, pp.120-125), early Chinese burial practices were heavily influenced 

by Confucian principles, emphasizing ancestor worship and filial piety. These 

concepts, integral to Confucian thought, mandated that respect and reverence for 

ancestors were crucial for familial continuity and societal stability. In later periods, 

particularly during the Han Dynasty (206 BCE–220 CE), burial practices became 

more elaborate, incorporating additional rituals influenced by Taoist and Buddhist 

beliefs (Wong, 2015, pp.76-80). These influences introduced notions of an afterlife, 

karma, and reincarnation, which shaped the evolution of funeral customs. While 

Confucianism stressed the importance of earthly responsibilities and respect, Taoist 

and Buddhist philosophies contributed to the view that life is a cycle of rebirth and 

that rituals could impact the deceased’s journey in the afterlife (Zhao, 2019, pp.95). 

Over time, these diverse influences fused, creating a distinct set of practices unique to 

Chinese funerary traditions. 

 The religious foundations of Chinese funeral rites are primarily based on 

Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism. Confucianism, as noted by Fu (2016, pp.63), 

underlines the importance of ritual (li) as a means to preserve moral order and social 

harmony. Funerals are regarded as one of the “great rituals” (da li), meant to honor 

the deceased and provide solace to the bereaved. In Confucian tradition, the eldest son 

or a close male relative usually leads the rites, symbolizing a continuation of family 

responsibilities and duties. 

 Taoism, meanwhile, brings a cosmological aspect to the funeral rites, as it 

emphasizes harmony with the universe. As Lee (2017, pp.89-93) explains, Taoist 

practices within funeral rites are intended to ensure the deceased’s spirit merges 

peacefully with the cosmos. Taoist priests often conduct complex rituals, invoking 

deities and spirits to protect the deceased and guide them toward a harmonious 

existence in the afterlife. This spiritual guidance highlights Taoism’s emphasis on 

balancing life forces. Buddhism, which arrived in China during the first century CE, 

introduced additional concepts such as karma and reincarnation, reshaping Chinese 

funeral practices (Chen, 2018, pp.102-107). Buddhist funeral rituals often include 

chanting, offerings, and prayers aimed at helping the deceased achieve a favorable 

rebirth. Buddhist funerals place emphasis on impermanence and compassion, with 
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monks often leading the ceremony to provide blessings and guidance for the soul 

(Wang, 2020, pp.81). 

 Symbols in Chinese funerals are powerful representations of beliefs about life, 

death, and the afterlife. The practice of burning joss paper, also known as “spirit 

money,” is one of the most recognized symbols, meant to provide for the deceased in 

the afterlife (Lin, 2015, pp.45). Lin notes that joss paper, which can be fashioned into 

representations of money, clothes, or even luxury items, reflects the belief that 

material comforts can be transferred to ancestors in the spirit world, ensuring their 

comfort and support. Another significant symbol is the color white, used extensively 

in funeral attire and decorations. Unlike in Western cultures, where black symbolizes 

mourning, white is associated with death and purity in Chinese culture (Xu, 2019, 

pp.56-60). Family members and close relatives of the deceased wear white as an 

expression of grief and respect, marking the transition from life to death in a visually 

distinct way. 

 Additionally, incense plays a prominent role in funeral ceremonies, 

symbolizing a bridge between the earthly realm and the spiritual world (Zhang, 2017, 

pp.102). Burning incense is seen as a way to honor ancestors and communicate with 

them, while also serving as a means to purify the environment. The symbolic use of 

incense highlights the ritual’s sacred nature, as well as the desire to create a favorable 

spiritual environment for the deceased. 

 Chinese funeral rites are not only personal but also social events, reinforcing 

communal ties and social hierarchy. As discussed by Wang (2016, pp.210-215), 

funerals serve as a means of maintaining social bonds, as they bring together extended 

family members and community members. The hierarchical structure within the 

ceremony reflects traditional family roles, with the eldest male often leading the rites 

and other members assuming supportive roles. One prominent aspect of Chinese 

funerals is the expression of filial piety, or “xiao,” which remains deeply embedded in 

Chinese culture. Li (2018, pp.33) argues that funeral rituals serve as an important 

avenue for the younger generation to demonstrate their respect and loyalty to the 

family. This obligation extends beyond the immediate family to the entire community, 

which participates in the ritual as a show of solidarity and respect for the deceased’s 

family. 

 In addition to strengthening family and community bonds, funerals also 

contribute to social cohesion through the principle of reciprocity. When one family 

hosts a funeral, community members are expected to attend and offer condolences, 

support, and gifts (Zhu, 2020, pp.144). This practice of reciprocal support underscores 

the communal aspect of funerary customs, fostering a network of mutual aid that 

extends beyond the immediate context of mourning. 

 With modernization and urbanization, traditional Chinese funeral customs face 

both transformations and challenges. According to Huang (2021, pp.87-90), many 

families in urban areas now adopt simpler, streamlined funeral practices due to time 

constraints and financial considerations. However, some core rituals, such as ancestor 

worship, continue to endure, demonstrating the flexibility and resilience of these 

customs in adapting to modern life. One notable adaptation is the use of virtual 

platforms for funeral ceremonies, particularly accelerated by the COVID-19 

pandemic. This shift allows family members who cannot attend in person to 

participate remotely, ensuring the continuity of tradition despite physical barriers (Yu, 
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2022, pp.73). As observed by Zhou (2021, pp.59-63), this adaptation has broadened 

the reach of funeral ceremonies, enabling participation across generations and 

geographic distances. However, the shift toward modernization raises concerns about 

the preservation of traditional values. Some scholars, such as Qian (2020, pp.108), 

argue that the simplification of funeral rituals may erode the cultural and spiritual 

significance of these practices, as younger generations may lose their connection to 

ancestral customs. This trend reflects a broader tension between tradition and 

modernity in contemporary Chinese society. 

 Zhang, Y. (2019) studied “Cultural Significance of Funeral Rituals in Chinese 

Society: An Analysis of Practices and Beliefs.” explored the cultural significance of 

funeral rituals in China, examining how these practices reflect societal values, beliefs 

about life and death, and the role of ancestral worship in maintaining familial ties. 

 Chen, L. (2017). “The Role of Confucianism in Shaping Chinese Funeral 

Rites.”  

This research analyzes how Confucian principles have historically influenced Chinese 

funeral rites, focusing on the emphasis on filial piety, respect for ancestors, and the 

moral obligations of the living to honor the deceased. 

 Liu, J. (2020). “Tradition and Change: The Modernization of Funeral Practices 

in Contemporary China.” This article examines the impact of modernization on 

traditional funeral practices in China, highlighting how urbanization, economic 

factors, and changing social norms have led to adaptations in rituals and their 

meanings. 

 Wang, M. (2018). “Regional Variations in Chinese Funeral Customs: A 

Comparative Study.” This study investigates the regional variations of funeral 

customs across different provinces in China, emphasizing how local traditions, ethnic 

diversity, and historical contexts shape the unique practices observed in various 

communities. 

 Gao, F. (2021). “Gender Roles in Chinese Funeral Ceremonies: Expectations 

and Responsibilities.” International Journal of Gender Studies, 29(2), 75-90. This 

research explores the roles and expectations of different genders in Chinese funeral 

ceremonies, analyzing how societal norms and familial structures influence the 

participation and responsibilities of men and women during these rituals. 

 It can be summarized that Chinese funeral rituals embody a rich tapestry of 

religious, cultural, and social elements, each contributing to a profound understanding 

of life and death within Chinese culture. These rituals have evolved over centuries, 

shaped by Confucian, Taoist, and Buddhist influences, and are deeply symbolic, 

representing values like filial piety, ancestor worship, and community solidarity. 

While modern adaptations, such as virtual participation, demonstrate the flexibility of 

these customs, there remains a concern about the potential loss of cultural identity. As 

researchers like Zhou (2021) and Qian (2020) suggest, maintaining a balance between 

tradition and adaptation will be essential for preserving the cultural essence of 

Chinese funeral rituals in a rapidly changing world. 
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The Funeral Ritual 

 The funeral ritual, typically lasting five days, with an extended seven-day 

version for some, exemplifies a structured sequence rich in tradition. This section, 

titled “The Funeral Ritual,” focuses on the five-day ceremony format. Each phase 

within this ritual is meticulously divided into distinct ceremonies, each accompanied 

by specific guidelines and procedures. Known as “Scientific Explanations” (依科阐

事) in Taoist terms—equivalent to “following the script” (照本宣科)—these 

procedures are detailed in Taoist “ritual manuals” (科仪本). Each day of the ritual 

presents unique steps and processes, underscoring the ritual’s depth and adherence to 

Taoist traditions. Day One: Starting the Scriptures (起经) 

 1.Opening the Altar (开坛科) 

 This is the initial ceremony of the five-day process. Before it begins, the 

family team prepares the altar according to the instructions of the ritual team. The 

ritual team arranges necessary items like sacred images, tablets, talismans, and 

portraits at specific places. The entire team then chants from the “Opening the Altar” 

scripture, marking the formal start of the rituals. 

 2.Dressing in Mourning Clothes and Paying Respect (成服上孝科) 

 After the “Opening the Altar” ceremony, the younger family members of the 

deceased gather at the ritual site. The ritual team leads the chanting of the “Dressing 

in Mourning Clothes and Paying Respect” scripture. During this ceremony, the 

relatives put on mourning clothes, following the ancient Chinese tradition of filial 

piety, where mourning attire is worn to show respect for the deceased. 

 Day Two: 

 1.Ksitigarbha Sutra Recitation (地藏表科) 

 The day begins with a recitation of the “Ksitigarbha Sutra” This ritual 

involves presenting a written petition to Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva, a communication 

bridge between the mortal and divine realms. The petition format is strict and includes 

details like the deities’ titles and palaces. Such petitions are typically offered on the 

deities’ birthdays, auspicious days, or during blessing ceremonies. 

 2.Informing the Local Deities (关告土地四值科) 

 The second ceremony of the day involves writing a “petition” to inform the 

“Four Local Deities” about the deceased. This step is believed to ensure a smooth 

journey for the soul to the afterlife. 

 3.Invoking the Three Treasures (啟白三宝科) 

 A narrative is written recounting the deceased’s life and deeds, addressed to 

the masters, Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha. 

 4.Opening the Paths (开路科) 

 Known locally as “opening the five-directional paths,” this ritual includes 

writing a “petition” to ensure the soul’s journey is unobstructed in all directions - east, 

south, west, north, and center. 

 5.Circling the Coffin and Ensuring a Peaceful Afterlife (绕棺安狱科) 

 This final ritual of the day, usually conducted in the evening, involves the 

family circling the coffin, led by the ritual team. The purpose is to alleviate the soul’s 

suffering and aid its transcendence to a state of bliss. 
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 This detailed process of the five-day funeral ritual illustrates the complexity 

and depth of these ceremonies, deeply ingrained in Taoist practices and Chinese 

cultural traditions. The ritual team’s meticulous management ensures that each 

ceremony adheres closely to the traditional practices and guidelines. 

 Day Three: 

 1.Ten Kings Ritual (十王表科) 

 The first ritual of the day, known as “Presenting to the Ten Kings,” involves 

reciting the “Ten Kings Ritual” and presenting a written petition to the ten Yama 

Kings, the judges of the underworld in Buddhist and Taoist mythology. The purpose 

is to inform these kings about the deceased’s soul for their judgment. 

 2.Informing the Three Bureaus (关申三府科) 

 This ritual involves writing a “petition” and chanting the corresponding 

scriptures to inform the “Three Bureaus” of Heaven, Earth, and Water, respectively 

corresponding to the “Heavenly Emperor,” “Underworld,” and “Dragon Palace.” The 

ritual team prepares various flags and couplets associated with these bureaus 

beforehand, and the deceased’s relatives follow the team in a procession at a specific 

location. 

 3.Family Offering Ritual (家奠科) 

 During this ritual, the family chants the “Family Offering Scripture” and 

writes an elegy for the deceased, a traditional form of writing used during mourning 

or tribute ceremonies. This ritual mainly involves the family and friends 

commemorating and paying tribute to the deceased. 

 4.Petition Review Ritual (对案科) 

 In this ritual, the team writes a “narrative” to be burnt and presented to the Ten 

Kings for their judgment on the deceased’s case. 

 5.Water Request Ritual (请水科) 

 This is the fifth ceremony of the day, typically referred to as “Requesting 

Water for the Banner.” The team chants the “Water Request Scripture” and collects 

water from the nearest source, which will be used in a ritual the following day. After 

collecting the water, the team pays homage to the “banner,” a significant element set 

up on the second day, adorned with titles of deities. The purpose of this ritual is to 

seek blessings from these deities for the soul’s salvation. 

 6.Relief Offering Ritual (赈济科) 

 The sixth ceremony is known as “Relief for the Lonely Souls.” The team 

writes a “precept text” as part of this ritual, a traditional form of writing used for 

admonishment and warning. The goal is to provide relief to wandering spirits in the 

vicinity, ensuring they do not trouble the deceased’s soul. 

 7.Circling the Coffin and Breaking the Prison Ritual (绕棺破狱科) 

 The final ritual of the day, like the last ritual of the second day, involves the 

family circling the coffin led by the ritual team. The aim is to alleviate the soul’s 

suffering in the underworld. 

 Day Four: 

 This day is considered the most important in the entire five-day funeral 

process, known locally as “The Main Night.” Many significant rituals occur on this 

day, and it is when most relatives and friends come to pay their respects. The family 

of the deceased also prepares a feast for the guests, making it the liveliest day of the 
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ceremony. In this region, a death, especially of an elderly person who lived a full life, 

is not as somber as in other places but rather a cause for a lively gathering. 

 1.Blood Pond Ritual (血湖表科) 

 The first ritual of the day involves submitting a special petition. The content of 

the petition differs based on the gender of the deceased, with an additional “Blood 

Pond Ritual” required for female deceased. 

 2.Sending Off the Soul Ritual (送亡华狱科) 

 The team writes a “narrative” and prepares a special setup resembling a 

mountain, decorated with paper flowers and other items. The relatives follow the team 

in a procession mimicking the soul’s journey across a mythical mountain for 

liberation. 

  3.Passing the Halls Ritual (过殿科) 

 Also known as “Touring the Ten Halls,” this ritual involves a procession 

around ten sets of tables and chairs arranged according to specific requirements, 

symbolizing the soul’s judgment in the ten halls of the underworld. 

 4.Breaking the Blood River or City Ritual (破血河科或破城科) 

 Before this ritual, the team draws a maze-like pattern on the ground. The 

family navigates through this pattern, symbolizing the soul’s escape from hell. For 

female deceased, an additional “Blood River Breaking” ritual is performed, 

symbolizing liberation from the mythical blood river in hell. 

 5.Altar Offering Ritual (堂祭科) 

 This ritual is for friends and family to pay tribute to the deceased. 

 6.Circling the Coffin and Untying the Knot Ritual (绕棺解结科) 

 The final ritual of the day involves circling the coffin, like the previous days. 

However, this day includes a special “untying the knot” ceremony, symbolizing the 

release of emotional. 

 Day Five: 

 1.Sending Off to Heaven Ritual (送亡上台科) 

 Before this ceremony starts, the ritual team sets up tables and chairs in a 

specific formation required for the ritual. They write a document called “Ascension to 

Heaven,” signifying that the deceased has qualified to ascend to heaven and reach the 

paradise. The ritual, accompanied by the chanting of the “Sending Off to Heaven” 

scripture, involves a series of ceremonies performed near the specially arranged 

platform. This ritual symbolizes sending the soul to the “Homeland-watching 

Platform” for a final look at their loved ones and the mortal world. 

 2.Financial Settlement Ritual (关夫化财科) 

 In this ritual, the team writes a “Water Drawing Text” and chants the 

corresponding scripture. They then burn prepared “money packets” (containing paper 

money and red envelopes for the deceased) and other belongings, signifying the 

sending of wealth and possessions to the deceased in the afterlife. 

 3.Completion Ritual (圆满科) 

 This is the final ceremony of the entire five-day ritual, mirroring the first ritual 

of the first day. The ritual team chants the “Completion Scripture,” signaling the 

respectful sending back of the deities that were invited at the beginning of the 

ceremony. This involves taking down the images of the deities, tablets, and other 

related items, officially marking the end of the five-day funeral ritual.  
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 This series of rituals on the fifth day serves as a conclusion and fulfillment of 

the entire funeral process, ensuring that the deceased’s journey to the afterlife is 

complete and that the related deities are respectfully acknowledged and sent back. 

This day brings closure to the elaborate and deeply symbolic series of ceremonies that 

have been conducted over the previous four days. 

 In summary, the funeral ritual, traditionally observed over a five-day period in 

many Chinese communities, is a profound cultural practice that encompasses a series 

of meticulously planned ceremonies and activities designed to honor the deceased and 

support the bereaved. This multi-day ritual not only reflects deep-rooted beliefs in 

ancestral reverence and filial piety but also serves as an important social function, 

reinforcing family bonds and community solidarity. Each day of the ritual is 

characterized by specific rites, prayers, and offerings that facilitate the transition of 

the deceased to the afterlife while allowing the living to express their grief and pay 

homage. 

 The structured nature of the five-day funeral ritual underscores the 

significance of communal participation, with family members, friends, and neighbors 

coming together to provide emotional support and share in the collective mourning 

process. This communal aspect highlights the importance of social networks and 

relationships in navigating the complexities of loss and remembrance. As cultural 

practices evolve in response to modernization and changing societal norms, the core 

values embedded within these rituals continue to resonate, ensuring that the essence 

of honoring the deceased remains intact. 

 In conclusion, the five-day funeral ritual stands as a testament to the rich 

cultural heritage of Chinese society, encapsulating themes of respect, continuity, and 

social cohesion that transcend generations. Through these rituals, individuals not only 

commemorate the lives of their loved ones but also reaffirm their cultural identity and 

collective memory, preserving traditions that have shaped their communities for 

centuries. 

 

Concepts of Ritual Management 

 The concepts of ritual management refers to the structured coordination, 

execution, and preservation of rituals within cultural, social, or organizational 

contexts. It involves managing the symbolic elements, participants’ roles, timing, 

spatial arrangements, and adherence to traditional values within rituals. This literature 

review examines key concepts of ritual management, focusing on historical 

perspectives, structural functions, symbolic and social dimensions, and applications 

within contemporary contexts, drawing from prominent works in ritual studies. 

 Ritual management refers to the organized planning, coordination, and 

execution of rituals, ensuring that all symbolic elements are effectively integrated to 

achieve the intended cultural, emotional, and social objectives (Bell, 1992, pp.67). It 

is the process of ritual management encompasses the structure and organization of 

rituals, focusing on the roles of participants, the timing of events, and the symbolic 

meanings embedded within the rituals to maintain cultural continuity and social 

cohesion (Turner, 1969, pp.85). Ritual management involves the strategic oversight of 

ritual practices, facilitating the integration of traditional elements with contemporary 

adaptations to ensure relevance and accessibility for diverse community members 
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(Collins, 2004, pp.215). Ritual management is the systematic approach to 

administering rituals, focusing on the negotiation of symbolic elements and 

participant engagement to reinforce community values and foster social networks 

(Seligman et al., 2008, pp.101). The concept of ritual management encompasses the 

planning, execution, and evaluation of rituals within social contexts, emphasizing the 

balance between tradition and innovation to address the evolving needs of 

communities (Rappaport, 1999, pp.134). These definitions highlight the multifaceted 

nature of ritual management, reflecting its importance in cultural and social contexts. 

If you need actual references, I recommend searching through academic journals and 

texts related to anthropology, sociology, or cultural studies. 

 1.Historical Perspectives on Ritual Management 

 Early studies in ritual management emphasized the role of ritual as a tool for 

social cohesion and order. Durkheim (1912, pp.42-47), in The Elementary Forms of 

Religious Life, established the foundation for understanding rituals as mechanisms for 

maintaining social solidarity, with ritual management reinforcing shared beliefs and 

norms. He posited that rituals are fundamental to collective identity and must be 

carefully managed to preserve social order. Similarly, Malinowski (1922, pp.150-156) 

argued that ritual practices within societies serve functional purposes, including 

stabilizing emotions and providing psychological comfort during life transitions. In 

Argonauts of the Western Pacific, he illustrated that the management of ritual 

processes ensures continuity of cultural practices, highlighting how structured 

practices help mitigate uncertainties surrounding rites of passage, such as marriage 

and death. 

 Bell, C. (1992) studied Ritual Theory, Ritual Practice. This foundational text 

explores the management of rituals in various ancient civilizations, analyzing how 

rituals were structured, the roles of ritual specialists, and the sociopolitical contexts 

that shaped these practices. Bell discusses the theoretical frameworks for 

understanding rituals and their significance within cultural systems.  Swidler, A. 

(1986) studied “Culture in Action: Symbols and Strategies.”  Swidler’s research 

examines how cultural practices, including rituals, are managed and manipulated by 

governing bodies to maintain power and social order. The article highlights the 

dynamic interplay between cultural practices and institutional frameworks, providing 

insights into the historical context of ritual management. Ariès, PP.(1974) studied 

Western Attitudes toward Death: From the Middle Ages to the Present.  Ariès offers a 

historical analysis of how funeral rituals in Western cultures have evolved over 

centuries, examining changing attitudes toward death and the corresponding 

management of funerals. His work provides a critical perspective on how societal 

shifts influence the structuring of death-related rituals. Turner, V. (1969) studied The 

Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure. Turner’s seminal work delves into the 

nature of rituals within religious contexts, discussing the roles of ritual leaders and the 

organizational aspects of rituals. He introduces the concepts of “communitas” and 

“liminality,” providing a framework for understanding how rituals function to create 

and manage social cohesion. Grimes, R. L. (2000) studied Ritual Theory and the 

Politics of Cultural Memory. In M. C. M. Smith (Ed.), Ritual Studies and the Study of 

Religion. This research addresses the challenges of ritual management in the context 

of globalization, exploring how traditional rituals adapt to modern pressures and how 
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cultural memory is preserved. Grimes discusses the implications of these adaptations 

for the management of rituals in contemporary society. 

 2.Structural Functions of Ritual Management 

 Ritual management also involves the orchestration of rituals in a way that 

aligns with established cultural structures and norms. Turner (1969, pp.95-100) in The 

Ritual Process argued that rituals transition individuals between social statuses 

through structured sequences managed by designated leaders or “masters of 

ceremonies.” This structured approach to ritual management ensures that participants 

fulfill socially expected roles, thereby reinforcing societal hierarchies and cultural 

continuity. According to Bell (1992, pp.74-79) in Ritual Theory, Ritual Practice, 

ritual management also includes decision-making related to spatial and temporal 

aspects. Bell emphasizes that by controlling the setting and timing of rituals, ritual 

leaders manipulate the symbolic environment, enhancing the ritual’s emotional and 

cultural impact. This careful management of the physical space, timing, and 

participant roles is integral to preserving the ritual’s intended meaning and ensuring 

proper participation. 

Rituals are integral to cultural practices worldwide, serving as frameworks for 

expressing social values, cultural identity, and communal solidarity. In China, rituals, 

particularly in the context of funerals, serve vital structural functions that contribute to 

the maintenance of social order and cultural continuity. This literature review 

explores the structural functions of ritual management in China, examining the roles 

these rituals play in reinforcing social cohesion, transmitting cultural values, 

managing grief, and responding to changing societal dynamics. 

 Ritual management encompasses the planning, organization, and execution of 

rituals, as well as the frameworks guiding these practices. According to Bell (1992), 

rituals are not just performances but are deeply embedded within social structures and 

cultural norms, facilitating the transmission of meaning and values across generations. 

In the context of China, rituals are often linked to Confucian principles that 

emphasize respect for ancestors, social hierarchy, and filial piety (Goossaert & 

Palmer, 2011). This theoretical foundation provides a lens through which to 

understand the structural functions of rituals within Chinese society. 

One of the primary structural functions of ritual management in China is its role in 

fostering social cohesion and solidarity. Funeral rituals, in particular, bring together 

family members, friends, and community members, reinforcing social bonds and 

communal identity. According to Yang (2006), participation in collective mourning 

rituals creates a shared experience that strengthens interpersonal relationships and 

community ties. This communal aspect is especially significant in a society where 

social networks and family connections are paramount. 

 Research by Zhang (2017) further illustrates how funerals in China serve as a 

platform for reaffirming social hierarchies and roles. The involvement of various 

community members, including local leaders and elders, in funeral management 

reinforces their status and authority, thus maintaining the social structure. This 

function of ritual management contributes to the overall stability of social networks 

and reinforces the importance of collective identity in Chinese culture. 
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 Rituals in China play a crucial role in transmitting cultural values and norms 

from one generation to the next. According to Bourdieu (1977), rituals serve as a form 

of cultural capital, where the practices and meanings associated with them are passed 

down through familial and community structures. Funeral rituals are particularly 

significant in this regard, as they embody the cultural principles of respect for 

ancestors, filial duty, and the importance of lineage. 

 Goossaert and Palmer (2011) emphasize that the intricate practices involved in 

Chinese funerals—such as ancestor worship, offerings, and mourning attire—are 

steeped in cultural significance. These practices not only reflect the values of 

Confucianism but also adapt to contemporary societal changes, illustrating the 

dynamic nature of cultural transmission. The management of these rituals ensures that 

cultural knowledge is preserved, allowing communities to maintain their identity amid 

modernization. 

 Rituals serve as critical mechanisms for managing grief and facilitating 

emotional expression within the context of loss. The structured nature of funeral 

rituals provides individuals with a clear framework for navigating their emotions. 

According to Turner (1969), rituals offer a safe space for individuals to express their 

grief collectively, which is essential for emotional healing. 

 In the Chinese context, Wong (2014) highlights the importance of ritual 

management in facilitating emotional expression during funerals. The communal 

aspect of these rituals allows mourners to share their experiences of loss, fostering a 

sense of support and understanding. This collective grieving process helps individuals 

feel less isolated in their sorrow, reinforcing the role of social networks in emotional 

management. 

 As Chinese society continues to evolve, so too do its rituals. The structural 

functions of ritual management must adapt to contemporary changes, such as 

urbanization, globalization, and shifts in family dynamics. According to Wang 

(2018), modern funeral practices have begun to incorporate elements of Western 

culture, leading to new forms of expression and adaptation. This evolution reflects the 

broader changes in societal values and norms. 

 For example, the integration of technology in funeral management, such as 

live-streaming services or digital memorials, illustrates how rituals can adapt to the 

needs of contemporary society (Chen, 2020). These adaptations ensure that rituals 

remain relevant and accessible to younger generations, highlighting the dynamic 

nature of ritual management in a rapidly changing cultural landscape. 

 Several case studies illustrate the structural functions of ritual management in 

China. In her study of urban funeral practices in Shanghai, Chen (2015) found that 

rituals adapted to urban living conditions while still preserving essential elements of 

traditional practice. This case study demonstrates how ritual management can reflect 

broader societal changes while maintaining cultural continuity. 

 Similarly, Liu (2021) examined the role of community involvement in funeral 

rituals in rural China, emphasizing the importance of collective participation in 

reinforcing social ties and cultural values. These case studies highlight the 

adaptability of ritual management and its ability to respond to the evolving needs of 

society while preserving core cultural practices. 
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 In conclusion, the structural functions of ritual management in China are 

multifaceted, encompassing social cohesion, cultural transmission, emotional 

expression, and adaptation to societal changes. Funeral rituals, in particular, serve as 

vital mechanisms for maintaining social order and cultural identity in a rapidly 

evolving context. By examining the roles of rituals through a structural lens, we gain 

insight into their significance within Chinese society and the ways in which they 

continue to evolve while retaining their cultural essence. 

 3.Symbolic and Social Dimensions of Ritual Management 

 Symbolism is a key aspect of ritual management, as the controlled use of 

symbols reinforces the ritual’s purpose and conveys deeper meanings. Geertz (1973, 

pp.112-118) in The Interpretation of Cultures introduced the concept of “deep play,” 

where symbols within rituals are not only aesthetic but serve as vehicles for cultural 

messages. Ritual management, according to Geertz, ensures that these symbols are 

consistently and effectively integrated, maintaining their relevance and significance 

across generations. Rappaport (1999, pp.125-130) in Ritual and Religion in the 

Making of Humanity further elaborated on this, arguing that ritual management 

entails maintaining symbolic integrity to avoid loss of meaning. He observed that 

symbolic elements like attire, music, and artifacts need meticulous management to 

ensure that the ritual’s emotional and cultural messages are preserved, especially 

during generational transitions. By doing so, ritual managers can address the dual 

function of ritual as a means for both individual expression and social cohesion. 

 4.Applications of Ritual Management in Contemporary Contexts 

 Ritual management extends beyond traditional settings, adapting to modern, 

institutional, and secular spaces. Collins (2004, pp.200-205) in Interaction Ritual 

Chains introduced the concept of “interaction rituals” within organizations, where 

ritual management helps establish group identity and solidarity. By structuring 

meetings, corporate events, and ceremonies, managers use ritualistic elements to 

create a sense of belonging and motivation within professional spaces. 

 In modern religious settings, ritual management has adapted to incorporate 

technology, especially in the context of virtual rituals. Yu (2020, pp.47-53) in Digital 

Rituals and Religious Practice discusses how virtual environments require innovative 

approaches to managing rituals, particularly in cases where physical gatherings are 

challenging. For instance, during the COVID-19 pandemic, religious leaders managed 

rituals through online platforms, balancing traditional values with the new digital 

context, ensuring that virtual participants remained engaged in the ritual’s symbolic 

and social dimensions. 

 5.Challenges in Ritual Management and Cultural Adaptation 

 Ritual management also faces challenges in adapting to cultural shifts, 

globalization, and changing societal norms. Seligman et al. (2008, pp.77-82) in Ritual 

and Its Consequences argue that rituals today must balance tradition with adaptability. 

Managers of rituals often grapple with the tension between preserving traditional 

elements and allowing modifications that make rituals relevant to contemporary 

participants. This includes adjusting language, integrating diverse cultural symbols, 

and restructuring rituals to accommodate modern lifestyles. In urban settings, for 

example, Zhang (2021, pp.93-98) in Urban Rituals and Modernity highlights that 

ritual management must address practical constraints like time, space, and participant 

availability. Zhang emphasizes that urban ritual managers face pressures to streamline 
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rituals to meet the needs of busy urbanites while maintaining their core symbolic and 

cultural functions. 

 The concept of ritual management encompasses a wide range of practices 

aimed at preserving, adapting, and organizing rituals within both traditional and 

modern contexts. As demonstrated by Durkheim, Turner, Geertz, and others, ritual 

management ensures that the symbolic, structural, and social functions of rituals are 

maintained, reinforcing cultural identity and social cohesion. The integration of 

digital tools, as discussed by Yu (2020, pp.55), highlights how ritual management 

continues to evolve, balancing traditional values with the demands of contemporary 

life. This field requires ongoing exploration, particularly as modern life presents new 

challenges and opportunities for managing rituals effectively. 

 

General Practice of Funeral Ceremony in Dafang County 

 First of all, the economic structure of Dafang County has undergone a major 

transformation, from being mainly agriculture to being mainly industry and service 

industries. Especially at the beginning of the 21st century, Dafang County increased 

investment in industry and service industries, attracting a large amount of capital and 

talents, and further promoted the development of the county economy. 

 Secondly, the urbanization process in Dafang County is accelerating, the 

urbanization rate continues to increase, and urbanization brings more opportunities 

and challenges.  The urbanization process in Dafang County has also 

accelerated changes in people’s lifestyles and social relationships, with many people 

transitioning from traditional rural life to urban life Tujia. 

 In addition, with the development of science and technology and the 

popularization of information technology, the culture of Dafang County has also 

changed, and people’s ideas and values have also changed. The Internet, television 

and other media allow people to access more information and culture, further 

promoting the modernization and cultural diversity of Dafang County. Social change 

in Dafang County is a long-term process that has gone through many stages. These 

changes have had a profound impact on people’s lives, economy, and culture. 

 Funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, China, are rich in cultural significance, 

deeply rooted in local traditions influenced by Confucianism, Taoism, and animism. 

This literature review synthesizes key studies on the general practices, beliefs, and 

transformations of funeral ceremonies in this region, highlighting the socio-cultural 

contexts that shape these rituals. 

 1.Cultural Significance and Ritual Components 

 The cultural significance of funeral ceremonies in Dafang County is profound, 

serving as a means for honoring ancestors and reinforcing community bonds. Li 

(2015, pp.33-38) emphasizes that these rituals are not merely a means to 

commemorate the deceased but are also vital in maintaining the moral fabric of 

society by reinforcing filial piety and respect for ancestors. This is echoed by Wang 

(2016, pp.210-215), who notes that funeral practices serve to remind community 

members of their duties to family and heritage, thereby fostering social cohesion. 

 Central components of the funeral ceremony include ancestor worship, 

offerings of joss paper, and ritual processions. Zhang (2019, pp.56-60) discusses the 

role of joss paper offerings, which symbolize the provision of resources for the 

deceased in the afterlife, reinforcing the belief in a continued relationship between the 
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living and the dead. Rituals often involve a procession to the burial site, guided by a 

Master of Ceremonies, whose role is crucial in managing the flow and structure of the 

ceremony (Chen, 2018, pp.102-107). 

 2.The Influence of Confucianism, Taoism, and Local Beliefs 

The intertwining of Confucian, Taoist, and local animist beliefs significantly shapes 

the practices observed during funerals. Fu (2016, pp.63-68) illustrates how Confucian 

values emphasize filial responsibility, dictating the behavior of mourners and the 

types of rituals performed. The adherence to these values ensures that funerals reflect 

respect and devotion to the deceased, crucial for the spiritual well-being of both the 

deceased and the family. 

 Taoism also plays a critical role, particularly in the metaphysical aspects of 

death and the afterlife. Huang (2021, pp.87-90) highlights how Taoist beliefs 

influence the management of funeral rituals, particularly through the use of specific 

rituals and chants intended to guide the deceased’s spirit to the afterlife. The 

incorporation of local animist practices further enriches the ceremonies, with various 

offerings and rituals aimed at appeasing local deities and spirits, as discussed by Li 

(2018, pp.33-35). 

 3.Modern Transformations and Adaptations 

 In recent years, funeral practices in Dafang County have undergone significant 

transformations, largely due to economic development and urbanization. Qian (2020, 

pp.108-110) notes that while core rituals remain intact, there has been a notable 

simplification in some practices, driven by modern lifestyles and economic pressures. 

For instance, the elaborate processions and rituals have sometimes been shortened or 

modified, reflecting changing societal norms and the need for efficiency in a fast-

paced world. 

 The advent of technology has also introduced new dynamics into funeral 

practices. Yu (2022, pp.73-75) discusses the emergence of virtual participation in 

funerals, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, allowing family members 

unable to attend in person to engage in rituals via digital platforms. This adaptation 

demonstrates the resilience of cultural practices, as traditional rituals find new forms 

of expression in contemporary contexts. 

 4.Social and Emotional Dimensions of Funerals 

 Funeral ceremonies in Dafang County serve critical social and emotional 

functions, facilitating collective mourning and community support. Wong (2015, 

pp.76-80) emphasizes the importance of communal gatherings during funerals, where 

social networks are strengthened through shared grief and reciprocal support among 

community members. These rituals provide a structured environment for expressing 

emotions, helping individuals cope with loss while reinforcing community ties. 

 The dynamics of social interactions during these ceremonies are guided by 

cultural norms and hierarchies, with specific roles assigned to family members and 

community leaders. Zhao (2019, pp.95-100) describes how the Master of Ceremonies 

orchestrates interactions, ensuring that rituals unfold smoothly and that mourners 

receive the emotional closure needed during their time of grief. 

 5.Challenges in Preserving Cultural Practices 

 Despite the resilience of funeral practices, there are ongoing challenges in 

preserving traditional customs in the face of modernization. Zhang (2021, pp.93-98) 

highlights the tension between maintaining traditional values and adapting to 
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contemporary societal changes. This balancing act is crucial for ensuring that the 

essence of funeral rituals remains intact while accommodating the evolving needs of 

community members. 

 Researchers have called for further exploration into strategies for cultural 

preservation that acknowledge both tradition and innovation. As the community 

navigates these changes, the study of funeral practices in Dafang County continues to 

offer valuable insights into the interplay of culture, society, and individual experience 

in the context of death and mourning. 

 

 
 

Figure  4 Chinese Funeral Ceremony 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June , 2023 

 

 In conclusion, the general practice of funeral ceremonies in Dafang County 

reflects a complex interplay of cultural beliefs, social structures, and contemporary 

influences. Rooted in rich traditions and shaped by Confucian, Taoist, and local 

animist practices, these rituals serve critical functions in honoring the deceased and 

reinforcing community ties. As societal changes continue to influence these practices, 

the ongoing study of funeral rituals in this region remains vital for understanding the 

evolution of cultural practices in modern China.  
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Figure  5 Chinese Funeral Ceremony 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June , 2023 

 

 In Dafang County, Guizhou Province, Han residents hold a series of 

ceremonies and activities for the deceased. The funeral ceremony in Dafang County 

has a profound history. The process of the ceremony is passed down from generation 

to generation and is held with distinctive local characteristics. The ceremony is very 

grand, the etiquette is complicated, the content is rich and complex, and more 

sacrificial ceremonies are held. To hold a funeral ceremony, you need to ask Yin 

Yang Master to save the soul of the deceased, choose the burial date and Feng Shui 

geography, etc. The skills practiced by Mr. Yin Yang exist with the existence of 

funeral customs. There are teachers engaged in funeral rites in every township in the 

county, and they have their own line of teachers. The long-term concept of burial 

customs has been deeply ingrained in people’s minds. It is to bury the dead in peace, 

guide their souls to enter the paradise world, and obtain transcendence very early, and 

finally reach the realm of Yin and Yang happiness. It is an important ceremony to 

express condolences, remembrance, and farewell to the deceased. 
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Figure  6 Dafang County Funeral Ceremony Team 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June , 2023 

 

 The significance of funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, Guizhou Province 

is mainly reflected in the following aspects: showing respect and respect for the 

deceased. Funeral ceremonies are a way for people to show the highest respect and 

respect for the deceased. In this way, they express their condolences. Remember the 

deceased and comfort the relatives and friends of the deceased. Maintaining family 

and social relations: In traditional Han culture, the family is an important social unit. 

Funeral ceremonies can strengthen the connection between family members and 

surrounding ethnic groups and maintain the stability of family and social relations. 

 The funeral ceremony in Dafang County, Guizhou Province is not only a 

traditional cultural custom, but also represents the religious beliefs, social relations 

and values of the local Han people. This kind of ceremony has accumulated rich 

cultural information in the long history and formed the collective memory of the local 

people. At the same time, the ceremony is also the embodiment and expression of this 

memory. Through this kind of ceremony, the local people can express their feelings 

for the deceased. of mourning and respect, while also passing on their own culture 

and values. 

 During the ceremony, there will be a lot of work to be done from the 

preparation stage to the end of the ceremony. The first is the management work 

during the ceremony, which is divided into two parts. 
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 One part is the work of the ceremony team. They will be responsible for the 

personnel transfer of the ceremony team and the work arrangements during the 

ceremony, such as the paper to be burned, the preparation of incense, the writing of 

documents, and the handling of objects required for the ceremony. Selection of 

ceremony location, construction of ceremony altar and other professional work 

assignments 

 The other part is the life team that cooperates with the ceremony, preparing 

from the beginning to the end of the ceremony. During this period, there will be a lot 

of work to be done, and many relatives and friends will come to express their 

condolences. Therefore, in addition to cooperating with the ceremony team, the life 

team also needs to be responsible for work outside of the ceremony, such as ensuring 

that the ceremony team carries out the ceremony. The materials needed to ensure the 

ceremony is carried out, such as incense. As well as reception, banquets and meals 

when relatives and friends visit. 

 In the close-knit villages of Dafang County, a unique and heartfelt tradition 

emerges when a resident passes away. Relatives of the deceased and village residents 

come together in an organized and voluntary effort to provide support and assistance 

to the grieving family. This team, composed of both family members and villagers, 

arrives at the home of the deceased to offer their help freely, asking nothing in return. 

This selfless act underscores the strong sense of community and solidarity among the 

villagers, who instinctively unite to support one another during times of loss. 

 In this shared cultural practice, nearly every family in the deceased’s village, 

as well as from nearby areas, participates in the funeral ceremony and its preparations, 

even if they had no previous relationship with the deceased’s family. Upon hearing of 

the loss, community members feel a natural obligation to join together, forming an 

intricate network of support that not only brings comfort to the bereaved family but 

also strengthens the social bonds within the village. This unique custom exemplifies 

the subtle yet powerful sophistication of village life, where people are bound by an 

unwritten code of mutual care and shared responsibility. 

 The process begins with the deceased’s family selecting a steward, who 

becomes responsible for overseeing the entire operation. The steward plays a crucial 

role in organizing the many duties required for the ceremony and ensuring each aspect 

of the event runs smoothly. Within a short period, the steward assigns specific roles to 

various helpers, creating a well-coordinated team. Key roles include the incense 

master, who manages the incense offerings, symbolizing respect and remembrance, 

and the tea master, who prepares and serves tea to guests. Additional roles include the 

cook, who prepares food for the ceremony, and people responsible for receiving gifts, 

welcoming guests, maintaining sanitation, and handling other necessary tasks.  

 With these roles clearly designated, each person contributes to the ceremony 

according to their assigned responsibilities. This sense of organization not only allows 

the team to work efficiently but also gives each participant a meaningful way to 

support the family and honor the deceased. In essence, this collective effort 

transforms the funeral into a community event, where every villager plays a part in 

the process, highlighting the importance of cooperation, respect, and tradition in their 

social fabric. 

 Through these practices, Dafang County’s villagers foster a resilient social 

network, reinforcing bonds of friendship, kinship, and solidarity. This cultural 
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approach to funerals, steeped in tradition yet adaptive to each new circumstance, 

serves as a powerful example of how community values are upheld and passed down, 

allowing for continuity even amidst the pressures of change. 

 Therefore, I have developed a profound research interest in exploring the 

intricate management of rituals that unfolds during these ceremonies, as well as the 

complex social networks that emerge among the residents at the ritual site. Observing 

how community members come together to fulfill different roles, organize resources, 

and coordinate activities in an orderly and respectful manner has highlighted the 

remarkable cultural sophistication embedded in these practices. Additionally, I am 

intrigued by the spontaneous yet structured social networks that form as villagers, 

friends, and distant family members unite to provide support for the bereaved.  

 This phenomenon not only reflects the values of mutual care and solidarity but 

also reveals a unique social cohesion that reinforces bonds across generations and 

distances within the community. By studying the ways in which individuals come 

together, assume roles, and work in harmony to manage the various aspects of the 

ceremony, I hope to gain a deeper understanding of how these ritual practices serve as 

a vital mechanism for sustaining social structures and preserving cultural identity 

within the village. This research offers valuable insights into the interplay between 

traditional customs and social organization, shedding light on how community-driven 

rituals contribute to a shared sense of purpose, belonging, and continuity. 

 

 
 

Figure  7 Chinese Calligraphy 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June , 2023  
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Figure  8  The Various Positions Arranged Throughout the Ceremony 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June , 2023 

 

 This figure illustrates the integral role of Chinese calligraphy in funeral 

ceremonies, highlighting its cultural and spiritual significance. In traditional funerals, 

calligraphy serves as a medium for expressing respect and reverence for the deceased. 

The artwork typically features carefully inscribed phrases and poems that convey 

sentiments of mourning, remembrance, and ancestral veneration. 

 Central to the composition may be a large, elegantly written character 

representing “longevity” (寿) or “peace” (安), symbolizing wishes for the deceased’s 

peaceful journey in the afterlife. Surrounding this central motif, additional 

inscriptions might include classical poetry or quotations from Confucian texts, which 

emphasize filial piety and the virtues of honoring one’s ancestors. 

 The calligraphy is often rendered using traditional brushes and black ink on 

rice paper or red banners, which are commonly used in funerals to symbolize good 

fortune and the dispelling of bad luck. The bold strokes and fluid lines of the 

calligraphy reflect the skill and artistry of the calligrapher, as well as the emotional 

weight of the words conveyed. 

 In the context of the ceremony, these calligraphic pieces are typically 

displayed prominently at the altar, accompanying offerings such as joss paper and 

incense. They create a somber yet respectful atmosphere, allowing attendees to 

engage with the cultural heritage embedded in the ritual. The use of calligraphy in 

funeral ceremonies exemplifies the blend of artistry, spirituality, and social customs 

that characterize Chinese cultural practices surrounding death and remembrance. 

 The interviewees explained that funeral rituals in Dafang County have evolved 

from deeply embedded traditional Chinese customs and regional influences. They 

emphasized that the historical origins of these rituals are rooted in a blend of 

Confucian, Taoist, and local animist beliefs, which prioritize honoring ancestors and 

maintaining harmony between the living and the dead. The interviewees identified 
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several core practices, such as the offering of food and burning of joss paper, as 

integral to funeral rites for centuries. These practices are said to represent both 

material and spiritual support for the deceased, allowing them to transition peacefully 

into the afterlife. The rites were originally influenced by the agricultural cycles and 

seasons, tying the timing and nature of ceremonies to harvests and natural 

phenomena. Moreover, participants noted that the community’s collective memory 

preserves these rituals, reinforcing their significance across generations. Example 

Interview Quotes: 

 

 “The oldest villagers remember rituals that date back over a hundred years, 

passed down without much change. It’s always been about maintaining balance with 

the spirits of the ancestors.” 

(Interviewee 3) 

 

 “Even before organized religion took hold, the community believed in spirits 

residing in natural elements like rivers and mountains, which shaped the early forms 

of these ceremonies.” 

(Interviewee 12) 

 

 “The essence of these rituals is rooted in the Confucian concept of filial 

piety—honoring one’s ancestors is seen as the highest moral duty.” 

(Interviewee 27)  
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 The historical origins of funeral rituals in Dafang County are deeply 

intertwined with the area’s cultural and spiritual heritage. These practices serve as a 

means of preserving ancestral connections, ensuring community cohesion, and 

upholding traditional values that have been handed down through the centuries. 

 In local funeral ceremonies, it is customary to host a banquet known as the 

“funeral feast” or “white celebration.” This meal, which is shared among family 

members, friends, and neighbors, holds deep significance within Chinese funeral rites. 

Beyond its practical purpose of providing food, the funeral feast serves as an 

expression of gratitude—a way for the bereaved family to thank those who have 

offered their help and support during this difficult time. It is a gesture of appreciation 

that acknowledges the collective effort and solidarity within the community. 

 In contrast to some other cultures, where highly religious funeral ceremonies 

are predominant and place the deceased in the care of a divine being, Chinese funeral 

practices often lack a central religious influence. In cultures with strong religious 

traditions, the funeral process is shaped by established rituals and beliefs, with a 

higher power overseeing the fate of the deceased. This approach can provide solace, 

as it removes the burden of planning from the family, though it often requires 

offerings and a deep commitment to religious practices. 

 Chinese funerals, however, are generally self-organized and rely heavily on 

community support. This lack of strong external guidance allows for a flexible and 

community-driven approach. Individuals spontaneously assume various roles and 

responsibilities, following an unspoken code of conduct that has been passed down 

through generations. This code ensures that each person knows their role and 

functions within the ceremony, whether it’s cooking, arranging seating, or guiding 

guests. This organic structure fosters a sense of unity and shared purpose, as 

community members come together to honor the deceased in a way that is both 

traditional and responsive to the specific needs of each family. Through this 

communal effort, Chinese funeral rites become not only a means of honoring the dead 

but also a powerful display of mutual support and cultural continuity. 

 The successful completion of a funeral ceremony in this cultural context 

requires meeting two core needs that are essential for both the ceremony’s 

effectiveness and the well-being of the deceased’s family. The first is the substantial 

demand for manpower to conduct various ritual activities, from preparing the space 

and serving food to managing offerings and guiding guests. The second, equally 

important need, is for psychological support to comfort and uplift the grieving family, 

allowing them to feel the presence and solidarity of their community during a time of 

profound loss. 

 Chinese funerals, embedded in rich layers of ritualistic culture, serve a dual 

purpose that extends beyond mere spiritual or ceremonial expressions—they function 

as large-scale, community-based psychological support systems. Beyond honoring the 

deceased, these gatherings fulfill a vital social role, acting as a form of rural team-

building that reinforces social bonds and affirms shared values within the community. 

Funeral rites in this context become an opportunity for the entire village to unite, 

providing both tangible support and emotional solace to the grieving family. 
Community members often come forward to help spontaneously, without being 

formally invited, embodying a deep sense of collective responsibility and solidarity. 

This willingness to assist is so common that it is captured in the saying, “When 
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someone dies, food is prepared, and people come to help uninvited.” The phrase 

speaks to an unspoken social contract, where neighbors and friends instinctively rally 

together to provide not only practical aid but also profound emotional support during 

a time of loss.  This spontaneous generosity highlights the inherent cohesiveness of 

the community, where acts of kindness and cooperation are ingrained as essential 

aspects of daily life. Through these shared rituals, individuals affirm their 

commitment to one another, creating a strong network of care that extends beyond 

any single event. In this way, the funeral becomes more than a ceremony—it 

transforms into a communal experience that fosters a sense of belonging and mutual 

resilience, preserving the social fabric and cultural values that are central to the 

community’s identity. 

 In meeting these two fundamental needs—manpower and psychological 

support—the funeral ceremony transforms into a deeply communal event. It 

strengthens social ties, honors cultural customs, and provides solace to the grieving 

family. This collective process is not only about supporting the bereaved but also 

about reinforcing the community’s shared values and traditions. By coming together, 

villagers demonstrate mutual care and respect, which are seamlessly woven into the 

fabric of rural life. This unique form of social cohesion is particularly pronounced in 

rural settings, where people rely on each other for support in times of joy and sorrow 

alike. The act of participating in funeral rites reflects the unspoken commitment each 

member has to the community, creating a powerful reminder of interdependence. In 

honoring the deceased, the community also celebrates its own resilience and cultural 

identity, reaffirming the social bonds that provide strength and continuity in everyday 

life. Through these shared rituals, the funeral becomes a meaningful experience that 

connects each individual to something greater, preserving a sense of unity that 

endures beyond any single ceremony. 

 First, there is a substantial demand for manpower to carry out the various roles 

required during the ritual. Chinese funeral customs are distinct in that, compared to 

other rituals, they have remained remarkably consistent over time, preserving a close 

connection to ancient practices. From historical records to modern folk traditions, 

funeral rites display a clear lineage dating back to the Zhou Dynasty. While certain 

details have evolved over centuries, the fundamental framework of Chinese funerals 

has remained intact, including the stages of initial mourning, donning mourning attire, 

summoning the soul, mourning the deceased, and revisiting the grave.  Despite 

regional variations, this structure demonstrates a remarkable continuity that 

transcends generations, highlighting the importance of tradition in Chinese culture. 

This consistency allows individuals to recognize and participate in a shared ritual that 

is both familiar and meaningful. The process has subtly evolved to adapt to 

contemporary practices, yet its enduring essence preserves a link to the past. Each 

phase of the ritual requires a coordinated effort, with community members stepping 

into various roles and responsibilities, creating a collective experience that honors the 

deceased and reaffirms cultural identity. Through these customs, Chinese funerals 

reinforce a sense of continuity and respect, blending the past and present into a 

cohesive, communal expression of mourning and remembrance. 

 However, this also means that the entire funeral ceremony is relatively 

cumbersome, often lasting three days, and involves a great deal of manpower. For 

example, setting up the mourning hall, receiving condolences, preparing the coffin, 
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and burial. In the past, rural areas practiced earth burial, and preparing the coffin and 

burial were essential stages. The coffin serves as the grave, which is usually dug only 

after death. Digging trenches and pits is heavy manual labor, and pallbearers are 

needed for the burial. Today, coffins are often transported by vehicles, but locally, 

relatives or close friends still carry the coffin to the grave. Even if the grave is far 

away and requires transportation, the coffin is carried to the burial site close to the 

grave, even up steep paths if necessary. This is hard labor. In the past, many rural 

families survived on small plots of land, struggling on the poverty line in a low-

productivity small farming economy. They couldn’t afford to hire help, and when 

there was a wedding or funeral, they often lacked even basic utensils. Without the 

help of neighbors and relatives, a funeral couldn’t be conducted. Therefore, in rural 

areas, if someone passed away, the villagers would all come together, offering money 

and labor. 

 

 
 

Figure  9 Preparation for Funeral Ceremony 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June, 2024 

 

 Local people are often both simple and shrewd; simplicity is innate, and 

shrewdness is for survival. Every family has elders and understands that a funeral 

cannot be managed alone, so when one occurs, the whole village usually helps, 

knowing that helping others is like helping oneself. Before the funeral ceremony 

begins, a “Ritual Manager” and ritual specialist is chosen to oversee everything. This 

is an academic term in ritual studies, known in some areas as the “Rites Master,” 

“Master,” or “Manager.” The selection is not limited by status. Under their guidance, 
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villagers voluntarily organize themselves. Shortages of bowls or tables are easily 

remedied by borrowing from villagers’ homes. 

 In those days, bowls, pots, tables, and even the ingredients for the meal were 

contributed by everyone. Several decades ago, whenever a family held a funeral, they 

borrowed bowls and pots from neighbors. To avoid confusion, each item has the 

owner’s name carefully marked with medical tape. Tables and chairs have the 

owner’s name written on the bottom. Especially delicate plates and dishes, prone to 

damage or loss, would typically be borrowed from close neighbors. Once the funeral 

or celebration was over, these items were returned to their respective owners. 

 In recent years, special teams or companies have handled funeral banquets, 

offering full sets of tables and utensils and customizing the banquet according to the 

family’s requirements. Some villages pool their resources to buy dozens of tables and 

sets of utensils, used for any family event. If items are damaged or lost, they are 

replaced. This has reduced the need for each household to borrow utensils, tables, and 

chairs, though relatives, neighbors, and community members still help the family of 

the deceased.  

 In the past, when resources were scarce, life was hard, and goods were limited, 

villagers helpedwhen one family loses someone; everyone pitches in for cooking.” 

When someone passed, villagers would work day and night to assist with 

preparations, such as bathing, dressing, and placing the deceased in the coffin. They 

would also contribute produce from their homes—soybeans, pickles, cucumbers, 

pumpkins, beans, peppers, eggplants—to prepare the funeral feast. In the local funeral 

ceremony, usually lasting five or seven days, some villagers stay with the bereaved 

family, watching over the deceased for the final nights. On the last day, called “Main 

Night,” the ceremony reaches its peak, with relatives from afar and friends gathering 

to pay respects and eat together. The whole village bustles with activity, from 

chopping wood to cleaning, fixing lights, and tidying rooms, all to ensure a smooth 

funeral. 

 In return for the villagers’ assistance, the bereaved family often thank the 

participants with good food and drinks. On this special day, every guest is there to bid 

farewell to the deceased. The host family strives to provide the best, from alcohol and 

cigarettes to tea and food. This practice of eating together carries a sense of reciprocal 

obligation, not as a negative concept. Professor Zhai Xuewei from Nanjing University 

defines human relationships in Chinese society as exchanges containing kinship and 

ethical components. Anyone influenced by traditional Chinese culture understands 

that such interactions are the lubricant of social relationships. Living in close quarters, 

they help each other because one family had helped them before, and it would be 

embarrassing not to return the favor. 

 Reciprocity is essential to maintaining relationships. As anthropologist 

Malinowski, mentor to Chinese sociologist Fei Xiaotong, noted, reciprocity is an 

obligation. When one side gives, the other must reciprocate equally. So,  for funerals, 

people find time to visit the deceased family, even briefly, to show  care. Those with 

more time usually help with chores, cooking, or keeping company daily. The older 

generation often says, “For a wedding, don’t go if you’re not invited; for a funeral, go 

even if you’re not called.” In times of material scarcity, the funeral feast was a form 

of gratitude. This spirit of mutual help enabled people to enjoy a hearty meal. Finally, 

amid the sound of drums and music, they collectively bid the deceased rest in peace. 
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This mutual help, based on interpersonal relations, is not anti-human but a rational 

choice considering human nature. 

 The second aspect: the psychological intervention for the deceased’s family. 

Death culture is essentially a special form of survival culture. Funerals have always 

been a window into society. For ordinary people, life and death aren’t just a beginning 

and an end but a vast and complex realm, often not discussed but deeply valued. 

Therefore, funerals aren’t merely somber but layered with meaning and distribution. 

Many villagers say that organizing a funeral is difficult because of the large number 

of guests, the numerous preparations, and the requirements for hosting relatives and 

neighbors. In local society, a funeral is the most ceremonial and authoritative event. 

As the last important ritual in a person’s life, it encompasses many stages. The 

ceremony combines ritualistic actions with solemn dignity. 

 To outsiders, local funerals may not appear strictly solemn. Some parts even 

have a joyful atmosphere. For instance, on the third day’s final ceremony, the ritual 

team performs a “flower scattering,” where participants engage in a rhyming, poetic 

exchange, until one side runs out of words. The scene is lively and lighthearted, 

possibly intended to ease the family’s grief. 

 Liveliness is an essential part of being alive, especially when collectively 

witnessing death. From their perspective, they feel that if a person dies and no one 

mourns, it’s akin to the death of an animal. Thus, the feast is not only a remembrance 

of the deceased but also an affirmation and strengthening of bonds among the living. 

 On the night of the burial, known as the “Main Night,” the family hosts a 

banquet for relatives and friends who come to pay respects. This banquet is 

significant, as even those with past conflicts temporarily set them aside to work 

together. The phrase “the dead are honored” may seem trivial today, but in the past, it 

was deeply respected. This principle created a public sphere where anyone who 

disrespected the deceased would face societal disapproval. 

 In a community where people live closely, conflicts are inevitable, and the 

funeral provides an opportunity to reconcile differences. “The dead are honored” 

offers a reason for both sides to come together. In vast rural lands, people hold a deep 

respect for interpersonal emotions and change. In short, matters of life and death 

should be handled with empathy and integrity. 

 They understand that, at these critical moments, sincere emotions and firm 

will are the foundation of interpersonal relationships and community cohesion. People 

gather around the coffin, eating, drinking, singing, and creating a cheerful atmosphere 

as if foreshadowing the deceased’s peace in the next life. This seemingly humorous 

attitude helps manage the oppressive, serious grief at a funeral, soothing the trauma of 

loss, and reinforcing the cycle of life and the peace of the deceased’s soul. 

 In brief, a lively funeral provides one of the most economical and effective 

ways for a community to cope with the inevitability of death and the accompanying 

sadness. By blending mourning with community involvement, the ceremony allows 

people to engage in a process that respects tradition while softening the emotional 

impact of grief. Suddenly immersing individuals in unrelenting sorrow would disrupt 

their daily lives, potentially leading to prolonged suffering. Instead, a lively funeral 

creates an atmosphere that balances respect for the deceased with communal support, 

allowing mourners to gradually come to terms with loss in a setting that fosters 

connection.  
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Figure  10 Funeral Day 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June, 2023  
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Figure  11 Funeral Day 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June, 2023  
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 In this tradition, even individuals with strained relationships or minimal 

connections to the deceased’s family feel comfortable attending the meal, which 

requires no formal invitation. Financial status is no barrier; guests are encouraged to 

partake fully, without concerns about offering gifts or reciprocating in the future. 

Their presence alone is a meaningful gesture of solidarity, while the hosts ensure that 

the meal is hearty and satisfying, symbolizing the abundance of care and support 

offered by the community. This approach not only strengthens social bonds but also 

provides a sense of shared resilience, demonstrating the power of collective ritual in 

helping people navigate life’s most challenging moments. 

 Historically, there were even ordinances during the Qing Dynasty banning 

extravagance and waste in funerals, similar to current regulations. This tendency to 

overdo things has long plagued these customs, leading some families to go into debt 

for funerals, which, when extravagant, add a heavy burden to already impoverished 

families. 

 As social structures change, the reciprocal meal once rooted in mutual help 

has shifted to a market-driven practice. Nowadays, with banquet services, the host 

simply sets a standard and pays, and a team takes care of the meal. Villagers call this 

“funerals going commercial.” However, this shift has weakened the social bonds 

originally embedded in the meal, rendering it shallow and formalized. Criticism of the 

banquet stems from this change. Perhaps, such transformations are simply a product 

of time’s unyielding march. 

 

Continuity and Adaptation of Traditional Practices  

 The beginning of all religion is unknown and dateless and is not a 

phenomenon of recent emergence. The institution of religion is universal which is 

found in all societies from past and present. Though not uniform among different 

communities, it is the earliest and the deepest interest of human beings. Man does not 

only have his biological, economic and social needs but also have religious needs that 

make him restless even beyond the satisfaction of his basic physical needs”. 

 Religion is an integral part of all human societies be it a primitive tribal 

society or complex modern society. It exists in the most rudimentary form in tribal 

societies with just a few followers to the most complex of hierarchies as we see in 

today’s organised religions like the Roman Catholic Church with over a billion 

followers. “Religion is a social phenomenon and as such is a continual reciprocal, 

interactive relationship with other social phenomenon” (Johnstone 1992). 

 Religion has been man’s constant companion which not only comforts him but 

also Andrew Lathuipou Kameireassures him that a better life is possible in the next 

world if not in this world. Argument persists as to whether it is society that defines 

religion or is it the other way round. But such debate without a doubt brings us to the 

conclusion that human beings invariably had religion since time immemorial. 

 Religion in tribal societies is based on the understanding of the world around 

them. There is no definitive being that can be named as the founder of tribal religion. 

It is historical and its origin is shrouded in numerous mythical folk lores and 

narratives of individuals who have been witnesses to God. Tribal religions usually 

have no names. Social anthropologist E.B. Taylor (1929) refers to tribal religion as 

“Animism”, which he defines as the belief in “Supernatural beings”. The terminology 
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of animism became very prominent and most tribal religions including those practiced 

by the tribals in the Northeast were listed as “Animism” by Britishers in their census 

reports. However, the term has never been free of contestation and it has drawn 

increasing criticism for its over-simplistic understanding of tribal religion from many 

anthropologists. In recent decades the term “Primal Religion” has been proposed in 

lieu of Animism. 

 Primal religion is a condition that not only has existed prior to all later systems 

of religious faith, not to mention all more elaborate institutions there from, but also 

something innate lying beneath other forms of religious experience. In the words of 

Gillian Mary Bediako, in agreement with Andrew Walls: “Primal also means basic or 

elemental, the fundamental substratum of all religious experience, continuing to 

varying degrees in all later religious traditions”, and as such, it consists of ingredients 

for “human understanding of the Transcendent and the world, essential and valid 

religious insights that may be built upon or suppressed, but not superseded” 

(Frykenberg, 2008). 

 The central proposition in the use of the word “primal” being that primal 

religions are those that are universal and have existed prior to historical world 

religions such as Christianity, Islam, etc. Primal religions are characterised by 

historicity, localised area of influence, the centrality of well developedoral narrative 

traditions and ritualistic practices aimed at propitiation of various gods, goddesses, 

and spirits, accompanied usually by the enactment of the “rites of passage”. 

 On careful examination the overwhelming majority of the tribal religions of 

the Nagas, Kuki-Chin ethnic groups would fall under the category of primal religion. 

However, Gangumei Kamei proposes the term “Primordial religion” which would be 

more appropriate instead of the term “primal religion”. To him “Primordial religion” 

means a religion with primordial existence, existed since the beginning of time. 

“Primordiality is basic to any religion which is based on a myth of creation which 

ascribes to the Supreme Being as the Creator of the Universe, men and all living 

beings. On the empirical level, an overview of the indigenous religions of the major 

tribal communities of north east shows that they have a common feature of 

polytheism with a strong belief in the Supreme God, the Creator and the Almighty 

God” (Kamei 2006: 15). Gangumei Kamei lists certain essential characteristics of 

primordial religion as the belief in a Supreme God along with belief in the existence 

of many other gods and deities who are responsible for various aspects of everyday 

lives of men in this world. Further, primordial religion also entails ancestor worship, 

belief in the presence of souls with strong emphasis on its redemption and salvation as 

well as the concept of a Heaven, the abode of the gods. In this context, as mentioned 

above, the indigenous religion of the tribes in the Northeast can be categorised as 

“Primordial Religion”. 

 The introduction of Christianity to the tribal communities in Northeast India 

by the British marked a significant turning point in the region’s religious landscape, 

leading to the decline and eventual disappearance of many indigenous tribal religions. 

The spread of Christianity, alongside the influence of colonial governance, resulted in 

a transformation of the religious and cultural fabric of these communities, often 

replacing long-established belief systems with new doctrines. However, among the 

few tribal religions that have managed to endure the pressures of modernization and 

missionary efforts, the Rongmei indigenous religion stands out for its ongoing efforts 
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to protect, safeguard, and propagate its traditions. In recent years, there has been a 

noticeable trend among the Rongmei people towards organizing and revitalizing their 

indigenous faith in the face of external influences. This movement reflects a broader 

resurgence of interest in preserving and asserting the identity of indigenous religions 

in a rapidly changing world. The following section outlines the history and 

contemporary efforts of the Rongmei community as they strive to maintain their 

spiritual and cultural heritage. Their endeavors highlight not only a determination to 

safeguard their ancestral practices but also a commitment to ensuring that future 

generations continue to honor and practice their indigenous faith. Through these 

efforts, the Rongmei are actively working to protect their religious traditions while 

adapting to the challenges of a modern, multicultural society. 

 The interviewees expressed that despite the various political, social, and 

technological transformations, the core of Dafang County’s funeral rituals remains 

intact. They attribute this continuity to the community’s strong cultural identity and 

resilience. Participants emphasized that while external forms of the rituals have 

adapted, the underlying principles of honoring ancestors and ensuring a smooth 

transition to the afterlife persist. This continuity is maintained through a combination 

of oral transmission, community involvement, and selective integration of new 

elements that do not compromise the rituals’ symbolic essence. Example Interview 

Quotes: 

 

 “Even when people adopt modern elements, the core purpose remains the 

same—to honor the deceased and bring comfort to the family.”  

(Interviewee 2) 

 

 “What we see today is not so much change as it is a reinterpretation of old 

practices to fit modern circumstances.”  

(Interviewee 13) 

 

 “The younger generation might use phones and cameras, but they still bow 

three times and burn incense—it’s all about keeping the spirit of the ritual alive.”  

(Interviewee 30) 

 

 The continuity and adaptation of traditional funeral practices in Dafang 

County exemplify the community’s ability to uphold its heritage while responding to 

contemporary realities. These adaptations ensure that the rituals remain meaningful 

and accessible to future generations.  
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Summary 

 The traditional funeral practices in Dafang County illustrate the community’s 

skill in maintaining its cultural heritage while adapting to modern challenges. This 

continuity reflects a commitment to ancestral traditions while allowing for necessary 

changes that align with contemporary realities. Such adaptations make the rituals 

meaningful and accessible for future generations, ensuring that they can engage with 

their cultural legacy in a relevant way. Overall, this balance between upholding 

tradition and embracing innovation showcases the community’s resilience and 

dedication to preserving its cultural identity. 



 

 

 
 

 

CHAPTER III 

ARTISTIC ELEMENTS IN FUNERAL CEREMONIES 

 

 This chapter is about the second research objective, to study the artistic 

elements within local funeral ceremonies. The main sections of this chapter are as 

follows: 

 1.Ritual Visual Arts 

 2.Dance and Music in Rituals 

 3.Ritual Attire and Ceremonial Costumes 

 

 The artistic elements embedded in funeral ceremonies in Dafang County are 

crucial to preserving the community’s cultural identity, emotional expressions, and 

spiritual beliefs. These elements—encompassing visual arts, music, dance, and ritual 

attire—serve more than decorative functions. They embody a dynamic fusion of 

tradition and modernity, allowing participants to honor the deceased while adapting to 

societal changes. The significance of these elements lies not only in their ability to 

convey symbolic meaning but also in how they maintain emotional balance, 

communal support, and continuity between generations (Xiang, 2019, pp.23).  

 Visual arts form a vital part of funeral ceremonies, enhancing the atmosphere 

of reverence, respect, and reflection. Key components of these visual elements 

include calligraphy, paper crafts, symbolic objects, and ritual space arrangement. 

Calligraphy, often displayed on banners or scrolls, conveys prayers, blessings, and 

spiritual guidance for the deceased. This art form requires both discipline and 

aesthetic sensitivity, reflecting the emotions and cultural values of the community 

through fluid, expressive brushstrokes (Xiao, 2010, pp.24). In Dafang County, paper 

crafts (Zhizha)—such as models of homes, vehicles, or animals—are created as 

symbolic offerings. These items are burned during the ceremony, a gesture believed 

to transform them into spiritual gifts for the deceased, ensuring comfort in the afterlife 

(Moser, 2019, pp.23-24). Paper cutting (Jianzhi) also plays an essential role, with 

intricate designs representing family heritage and life achievements. These decorative 

elements not only beautify the space but also symbolize the ephemeral nature of life 

and the continuity of the family line (Paul, 2010). The ritual space arrangement 

reflects the hierarchical and spiritual structure of the ceremony. Ancestral symbols, 

floral arrangements, and sacred objects are positioned to create visual harmony and 

spiritual balance. Each element serves to reinforce the connection between the living 

and the dead. The use of colors carries deep symbolic meaning: white represents 

mourning and purity, black symbolizes sorrow, and red is avoided to maintain the 

solemnity of the ritual (National Library Board, 2024, pp.45). This thoughtful 

arrangement encourages reflection, offering participants a space to process grief while 

celebrating the deceased’s life and legacy.   

 Music and dance are pivotal to the emotional and symbolic dimensions of 

funeral ceremonies in Dafang County. These elements convey cultural messages that 

words alone cannot express, offering participants a shared emotional journey through 

grief and acceptance. Traditional musical instruments such as the gong, suona horn, 
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and erhu are often used to guide the soul of the deceased through the afterlife. The 

rhythmic beats and melodic phrases mark different stages of the ritual, allowing 

participants to move from moments of solemnity to catharsis (Xianpeng, 2010, 

pp.86). The Tiger Dance is a prime example of a ritual performance with deep 

cultural significance. This dance, characterized by strong, rhythmic movements, 

represents the deceased’s strength and resilience, conveying the community’s 

acceptance of death as part of life’s natural cycle. Dance movements are symbolically 

choreographed to mirror the stages of life and death, with slow, mournful steps giving 

way to lively, celebratory movements. This progression reflects the community’s 

belief in renewal and continuity, encouraging participants to embrace the future while 

honoring the past (Wakabayashi, 2020, pp.28). In Dafang funerals, music is not only 

performed by ritual teams but also by invited musicians, whose joyful folk melodies 

symbolize the cycle of life and death. The transition from grief-laden rhythms to more 

lively beats helps participants process their emotions and reinforces the message that 

death is not the end but a continuation of existence. In this context, music and dance 

act as healing tools, allowing individuals to mourn collectively and strengthening the 

social fabric of the community. 

 Ritual attire plays a fundamental role in expressing status, roles, and spiritual 

meaning during the ceremony. The clothing worn by family members and ritual 

specialists reflects their relationship with the deceased and their role in the ritual 

process. Mourning robes (Xiao), made from coarse materials, symbolize humility and 

grief. The family wears white or black garments according to their closeness to the 

deceased, reinforcing both emotional expression and social hierarchy (National 

Library Board, 2024, pp.31). Ritual leaders and priests wear elaborate ceremonial 

costumes adorned with dragons, phoenixes, and Bagua symbols, representing their 

role as intermediaries between the living and spiritual worlds (Paul, 2010, pp.58). 

These garments also reflect spiritual protection and guidance for the deceased on their 

journey to the afterlife. Modern adaptations of these costumes—such as using 

synthetic fabrics—demonstrate the integration of practicality and tradition, ensuring 

that rituals remain relevant without losing their symbolic essence. The choice of attire 

helps maintain ritual decorum and emotional balance throughout the ceremony. Each 

garment, color, and accessory acts as a visual symbol, reinforcing the ceremony’s 

themes of grief, respect, and spiritual continuity. Despite modern changes, these core 

elements remain intact, preserving the cultural values embedded within the 

community’s funeral practices (Xingchen & Karin, 2022, pp.82).  

 As Dafang County undergoes social and economic transformations, funeral 

ceremonies evolve to accommodate modern needs and changing cultural dynamics. 

However, the artistic elements remain essential in maintaining cultural continuity and 

social cohesion. The adoption of modern materials in ritual attire or the incorporation 

of digital platforms to notify family and friends about funerals reflects the 

community’s ability to adapt while preserving its core traditions (Qin, 2017, pp.90). 

Funeral ceremonies also function as sites of cultural negotiation, balancing traditional 

practices with new realities. As younger generations migrate to urban areas, they 

bring back modern influences that reshape rituals, while elders work to preserve the 

essence of ancestral customs. This dynamic interplay between tradition and 

innovation ensures that funeral ceremonies continue to serve as expressions of 

identity, unity, and spiritual meaning (Tianshu, 2021, pp.38).The artistic elements in 
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these rituals provide not only a means of expressing emotions but also tools for 

preserving collective memory. Through visual arts, music, dance, and ritual garments, 

participants connect with their ancestors and cultural heritage, ensuring that these 

values endure across generations. As ceremonies adapt, the symbolic messages 

conveyed through artistic forms remain consistent, maintaining the rituals’ relevance 

and emotional significance (Liu, 2023, pp.34).  

 In sum, the artistic elements within Dafang County’s funeral ceremonies—

including visual arts, music, dance, and attire—play a critical role in shaping the 

emotional and cultural experience of the participants. These elements serve as 

powerful symbols of continuity, identity, and spiritual connection, ensuring that 

rituals maintain their relevance even as societal dynamics shift. Through calligraphy, 

paper crafts, symbolic dances, and ritual garments, the community not only honors the 

deceased but also reaffirms its cultural heritage and social bonds. As these ceremonies 

evolve, they continue to reflect the core values and beliefs of the community, offering 

both comfort and guidance to participants. The integration of modern elements 

alongside traditional practices demonstrates the adaptability and resilience of these 

rituals. In preserving the artistic expressions embedded within these ceremonies, the 

people of Dafang County maintain a profound connection between the past, present, 

and future, fostering emotional healing and cultural continuity across generations. 

 

Ritual Visual Arts 

 Ritual visual arts play an essential role in traditional ceremonies by enhancing 

their meaning, atmosphere, and emotional depth. These visual elements—including 

symbols, decorations, tools, calligraphy, paper-cutting art, and stage arrangements—

serve as communicative tools connecting participants with deeper cultural and 

spiritual messages. By employing a variety of artistic forms, rituals become 

immersive experiences that facilitate both personal expression and communal 

identity. This section explores the different aspects of ritual visual arts, focusing on 

their symbolism, meanings, and aesthetic interpretations in ceremonies.  

 1.Introduction to Symbolic Elements 

 Visual arts in rituals communicate ideas that transcend language by 

embedding symbolic meanings within decorations, objects, and spatial arrangements. 

Passed down through generations, these symbols represent the community’s values, 

social structure, and belief systems, and ensure that each element in the ritual has a 

purposeful function. 

 -Descriptions of Symbols Used in Rituals: Symbols in rituals reflect societal 

beliefs, transmitting intangible meanings in visual form. Traditional patterns such as 

floral motifs, mythological figures, or animal imagery act as the visual language of 

rituals (Bai, 2010, pp.9). These symbols are not merely decorative but invoke specific 

emotions and encourage reflection among participants. For instance, the tiger symbol 

frequently appears in the funeral arts of Dafang County, serving as an emblem of 

resilience, strength, and bravery (Xianpeng, 2010, pp.56). In this cultural context, the 

animal’s depiction functions as both a protective totem and an ancestral figure, 

connecting the community’s spiritual beliefs with its social identity. Symbols like the 

phoenix or dragon are used to express ideas of rebirth and renewal, reinforcing the 

continuity of life and death. 
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 -Calligraphy Arts: Calligraphy plays a crucial role in ritual aesthetics by 

transforming writing into an artistic expression. In Chinese funeral traditions, specific 

calligraphic phrases convey blessings, guidance, and respect for the deceased 

(National Library Board, 2024, pp.68). Calligraphy elevates the ceremony, serving 

both a visual and symbolic function that reflects spiritual discipline. Its brushstrokes 

represent not only beauty but also the flow of life’s rhythm, translating inner emotions 

into physical form (Xiao, 2010, pp.35). Displayed on banners, scrolls, or altars, these 

calligraphic texts foster an atmosphere of reverence. They serve as focal points that 

guide participants toward reflection, enhancing both the spiritual and aesthetic 

dimensions of the ritual. 

 -Paper Art and Symbolic Objects: Paper arts hold significant cultural value in 

rituals. Offerings made from paper reflect wishes for prosperity, spiritual protection, 

and emotional healing. Paper crafts in Chinese rituals often symbolize wealth and 

sustenance, ensuring the deceased’s well-being in the afterlife. 

 -Paper-Cutting and Collage: Paper-cutting, or “jianzhi,” is a centuries-old 

tradition that integrates intricate designs into ritual spaces. Featuring motifs such as 

birds and flowers, these paper creations are not only decorative but also symbolic 

(Paul, 2010, pp.61). In funerary rituals, paper-cutting serves as an artistic tribute to 

the deceased, representing aspects of their personal life and family heritage. Each cut 

pattern tells a story, highlighting the importance of the individual within the broader 

community (Bai, 2010, pp.93). By adorning altars, walls, and ceremonial props, these 

intricate designs add visual depth to the space. Paper crafts are also burned in rituals, 

symbolically transforming them into spiritual offerings that accompany the deceased 

on their journey to the afterlife. 

 -Stage Setup and Arrangement: Stage design is a fundamental part of ritual 

visual arts. The arrangement of space, objects, and decorations ensures that 

participants engage with the ceremony on multiple levels. In Dafang County funeral 

ceremonies, stages often feature prominent ancestral symbols and decorative 

elements, reinforcing family lineage and communal continuity (Xianpeng, 2010, 

pp.65). Colors and their placement on the stage are chosen with intention. Red is often 

associated with fortune and protection, while white is used to express mourning and 

remembrance (National Library Board, 2024, pp.41). Objects such as candles, 

flowers, and altars are strategically positioned to guide participants through the 

various stages of the ritual, enhancing emotional engagement and maintaining 

spiritual focus. 
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Figure  12 Architectural Layout and Ritual Space Design 

Source: Fo-Kuang Ssu, 857 A.D., as cited in Fogelin, 2003 

 
Figure  13 Evolution of Buddhist Pagoda Forms 

Source: Samye Monastery, n.d. 
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Figure  14  Ceremonial Archway and Ritual Stage Setup 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June, 2023 

 

 
 

Figure  15  Paper Pagoda and Stage Decoration in Funeral Rituals 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June, 2023  
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 2.Symbolic Meanings of Ritual Visual Elements 

 Each artistic element in a ritual carries a symbolic meaning that contributes to 

the overarching message of the ceremony. The integration of symbolic visuals ensures 

that rituals resonate emotionally and spiritually with participants, helping them 

navigate themes of life, death, and continuity. Animal motifs such as tigers and eagles 

are especially prevalent in Dafang’s funeral practices, symbolizing strength, unity, 

and resilience. These images serve not only as personal tributes to the deceased but 

also as reflections of the community’s values (Xianpeng, 2010, pp.11). Similarly, the 

burning of paper models or “zhizha” signifies the transfer of material goods to the 

spirit world, ensuring that the deceased is provided for in the afterlife (Xiao, 2010, 

pp.21). Colors used in ritual objects further enhance their symbolism. White, for 

example, represents purity and mourning, while red offers protection from malevolent 

forces (National Library Board, 2024, pp.56). These visual cues guide participants 

through emotional transitions, reflecting the community’s understanding of spiritual 

transformation. 

 3.Aesthetic Interpretations of Ritual Visual Arts 

 The aesthetic dimension of ritual visual arts is critical in creating immersive, 

meaningful experiences. Symmetry, balance, and rhythm are often employed in the 

arrangement of artistic elements to create a sense of visual harmony (Xiao, 2010, 

pp.18). Through careful design, each component contributes to the spiritual and 

emotional impact of the ceremony, inviting participants to engage fully with the 

ritual. Calligraphy and paper-cutting, for example, are not just artistic displays; they 

evoke personal memories and connect participants with their cultural heritage. The 

aesthetic appeal of these arts lies in their ability to transform mundane spaces into 

sacred environments, fostering a sense of peace and reverence (Paul, 2010, pp.28). 

The arrangement of objects within the ritual space—such as the strategic placement of 

altars, candles, and flowers—further enhances the aesthetic experience. These 

elements work in unison to guide the audience through the ceremony, providing a 

structured emotional journey that aligns with the ritual’s themes. Stage setup plays a 

pivotal role in maintaining the ceremony’s atmosphere. By balancing visual elements 

with symbolic meaning, the design fosters a harmonious interaction between 

participants and the spiritual realm. The interplay of colors, textures, and forms 

creates a dynamic narrative that bridges the material and metaphysical worlds, 

making the ritual both visually and emotionally compelling. 

 The interviewees noted that visual arts play a critical role in the aesthetic and 

symbolic representation of funeral rituals. The integration of symbols, calligraphy, 

paper crafts, and decorative arrangements are seen as vital components that add depth 

to the ceremonies, conveying messages of respect, remembrance, and spiritual 

continuity. The interviewees emphasized that each visual element, from the use of 

traditional symbols to the arrangement of ritual items, serves a distinct purpose. 

Symbols such as dragons, phoenixes, and lotus flowers are commonly used to 

represent concepts like rebirth, purity, and eternal life. Paper cutting and calligraphy 

are often incorporated to pay tribute to the deceased’s accomplishments and convey 

blessings. Interviewees also highlighted the aesthetic appeal of these elements, which 

is meant to create a serene and reverent environment that enhances the emotional and 

spiritual experience of the ceremony. Example Interview Quotes: 
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 “Every symbol has a purpose, whether it’s the dragon for strength or the lotus 

for purity—it’s all carefully chosen to reflect the deceased’s virtues.”  

(Interviewee 6) 

 

 “The paper cutting art we use isn’t just decoration; it tells a story about the 

family’s history and the deceased’s journey to the afterlife.”  

(Interviewee 18) 

 

 “Even the placement of candles and floral arrangements is done according to 

traditional guidelines, ensuring balance and harmony in the ritual space.”  

(Interviewee 23) 

 

 Ritual visual arts in Dafang County’s funeral ceremonies are more than mere 

decoration; they are a deeply symbolic and integral part of the ritual process. These 

elements serve to connect participants to their cultural heritage, facilitate emotional 

expression, and provide a sense of peace and reverence throughout the ceremony. 

 

Dance and Music in Rituals 

 Dance and music are essential elements in rituals, functioning as powerful 

vehicles for the expression of cultural values, spiritual beliefs, and shared emotional 

experiences. These art forms transcend ordinary actions, transforming them into 

profound expressions of collective identity, solidarity, and reverence. Across different 

cultures, music and dance are intricately woven into the fabric of rituals, facilitating 

the participants’ journey through the ceremony by evoking emotions, fostering unity, 

and reinforcing communal values. This section explores the multifaceted roles, forms, 

symbolic meanings, and aesthetic interpretations of dance and music in rituals, with a 

specific focus on their psychological, cultural, and social impacts. 

 1.Forms of Music and Dance in the Ceremony 

 -Music Played by Families or Participants During the Ceremony: In many 

ritual traditions, family members and participants play significant musical pieces, 

often chosen based on their emotional resonance or traditional value. These pieces are 

more than just a soundtrack; they act as emotional anchors, marking key moments in 

the ceremony and providing space for personal reflection. For example, in Chinese 

funerals, families might play traditional instrumental pieces or recorded music such as 

“Aile (哀乐),” symbolizing grief and the acknowledgment of loss (Zhou, 2006, 

pp.19). The music played by families becomes a bridge between personal emotions 

and collective mourning, allowing participants to connect deeply with the deceased. 

Moreover, the selection of music can also reflect the personal tastes and experiences 

of the departed, adding a personalized element to the ritual. This personal touch offers 

a sense of closure to the bereaved, as they honor the deceased’s life through melodies 

that were meaningful to them. 

 -Music Performed by Ritual Teams: Ritual teams play a central role in 

structuring the ceremonial atmosphere through live performances. Traditional 

instruments, including drums, flutes, and horns, are played with deliberate rhythms 

and melodies that correspond to specific moments of the ritual. In the Dafang 

community, ritual teams use instruments like the “suona” (a traditional Chinese horn) 



 

 

 
78 

 

and drums to guide the emotional flow of the funeral. Drum rhythms, in particular, are 

used to signify different phases of the ceremony, from mourning to celebration, 

offering both emotional support and spiritual guidance (Xianpeng, 2010, pp.22). The 

music performed by ritual teams establishes the structure of the ceremony, marking 

the transitions between different ritual segments. Slow, mournful music may 

accompany moments of grief, while more lively melodies might be used to encourage 

emotional release and communal bonding. 

 

 
 

Figure  16 Ritual Musicians Performing in Funeral Ceremonies 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June, 2023 

 

 -Music Performed by Individual Team Members: Individual performers within 

ritual teams often play specific instruments or perform solos that carry unique 

symbolic meanings. In Chinese funerals, the “suona” is traditionally used to summon 

ancestral spirits, guiding them toward the afterlife (Liu, 2018, pp.34). Individual 

performances contribute to the layering of sound in the ceremony, creating moments 

of introspection or heightened emotional intensity. These performances also highlight 

the role of individual expression within the broader communal context of the ritual. 

 - Funeral Songs: Funeral songs are integral components of rituals, 

encapsulating the emotional depth of the ceremony. These songs often recount the life 

and achievements of the deceased, serving as both a eulogy and a means of preserving 

cultural heritage. For instance, the Chinese song “Aile” is widely recognized for its 

ability to evoke deep emotions of grief and reverence (Zhou, 2006). Funeral songs 

offer participants a way to connect with the deceased on an emotional level, bridging 

the gap between the physical and spiritual realms. 

 - Forms of Dance Within the Ceremony: Dance plays an equally important 

role in rituals, with specific forms of dance reflecting cultural traditions, spiritual 

beliefs, and the emotional tenor of the ceremony. In the Dafang community, dances 

are performed during funerals to honor the spirits of ancestors and warriors (Xiao, 

2010, pp.38). These dances are characterized by movements that mimic the natural 
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behaviors of animals, symbolizing the endurance, strength, and spiritual guidance that 

these creatures provide. Each form of dance within the ceremony serves a unique 

purpose, whether it is to express grief, celebrate the life of the deceased, or invoke the 

presence of ancestral spirits. The symbolic nature of these dances transforms them 

into powerful expressions of cultural values, reinforcing the community’s connection 

to its heritage. 

 

 
 

Figure  17  Processional Ritual Dance with Symbolic Mask and Firelight 

Source: Jiang Yi, photoed at Dafang County, Guizhou Province, June, 2023 
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 2.Symbolic Meanings of Music and Dance in the Ceremony 

 -Introduction to the Music Used in Rituals: Music in rituals is carefully 

selected to align with the ceremony’s purpose and emotional flow. It can signify the 

presence of spiritual forces, guide participants through different stages of the ritual, or 

create an atmosphere of reverence and reflection. In the Dafang community, 

drumming serves as both a practical and symbolic tool, marking the rhythm of funeral 

dances and facilitating communication with the spiritual realm (Xianpeng, 2010, 

pp.43). In other cultural contexts, music plays a similar role. For example, African 

initiation ceremonies use drum rhythms to symbolize the heartbeat of the community, 

reinforcing the participants’ connection to their cultural identity (Paul, 2010, pp.38). 

These examples highlight the universal significance of music as a medium for 

expressing cultural values and facilitating emotional transitions within rituals. 

 -Focus on the Symbolic Meanings of Dance Within the Ceremony: The 

symbolic meaning of dance within rituals is deeply rooted in the cultural narratives 

and spiritual beliefs of the community. In the Dafang funeral tradition, the “Tiger 

Dance” symbolizes bravery and strength, while the “Eagle Dance” represents the 

soul’s journey to the afterlife (Xiao, 2010, pp.43). The movements in these dances are 

not random but are carefully choreographed to reflect the community’s worldview 

and spiritual understanding of life and death. The spatial arrangement of dancers also 

carries symbolic weight. Circular formations, often seen in traditional funeral dances, 

represent unity, continuity, and the eternal cycle of existence (Xianpeng, 2010, 

pp.51). These symbolic gestures create a shared narrative that allows participants to 

connect with one another and with the spiritual dimensions of the ritual. 

 3. Aesthetic Interpretations and Conclusions on Music and Dance 

 From an aesthetic perspective, the integration of music and dance in rituals 

creates a multisensory experience that transcends ordinary reality. The rhythm of the 

music, the choreography of the dance, and the interaction between performers and 

participants combine to form a dynamic and emotionally resonant performance (Xiao, 

2010, pp.51). This aesthetic experience enhances the symbolic power of the ritual, 

allowing participants to engage with the ceremony on a deeper emotional and spiritual 

level. The harmony between sound and movement in rituals serves not only as a form 

of artistic expression but also as a means of sustaining cultural memory. Through 

repeated performances, these rituals become embedded in the collective 

consciousness of the community, reinforcing social cohesion and preserving traditions 

across generations (National Library Board, 2024). The aesthetic appeal of music and 

dance in rituals ensures their continued relevance, even as cultural contexts evolve. 

The interviewees emphasized that the aesthetic and emotional impact of music and 

dance is central to the effectiveness of funeral rituals. Different rhythms, melodies, 

and dance movements are used to guide participants through the various emotional 

stages of mourning and acceptance. Slow, mournful music accompanies moments of 

reflection, while faster, celebratory rhythms mark the transition from grief to 

acceptance (Interviewee 14). In conclusion, music and dance are essential 

components of ritual practices, serving both symbolic and aesthetic functions. They 

provide a structured yet fluid framework for participants to express emotions, connect 

with their cultural heritage, and engage with the spiritual dimensions of the ceremony. 

Through the harmonious integration of sound and movement, rituals become powerful 

expressions of collective identity and cultural continuity. These artistic forms not only 
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enrich the emotional experience of the participants but also sustain the cultural and 

spiritual values that define the community. 

 The interviewees explained that dance and music are essential elements that 

provide a dynamic and expressive dimension to funeral rituals. Dance movements and 

musical arrangements are not only art forms but also vehicles for conveying symbolic 

meanings and creating an emotionally resonant atmosphere. The respondents 

highlighted that different types of dance, from slow, mourning movements to lively, 

celebratory dances, are used to represent various stages of the funeral process. Music, 

played on traditional instruments such as drums and flutes, accompanies these dances, 

guiding the pace of the ritual and setting the emotional tone. Many noted that the 

combination of dance and music helps to release grief, celebrate the deceased’s life, 

and facilitate the transition from mourning to acceptance. Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “The dance steps mimic the cycles of life and death, symbolizing the soul’s 

journey and the continuity of existence.”  

(Interviewee 4) 

 

 “We use different rhythms in the music—slower beats during prayers and 

faster ones during the farewell dance—to help participants move through their 

emotions.”  

(Interviewee 14) 

 

 “Each dance movement has a story behind it, whether it’s to honor the 

deceased or to call on the ancestors to guide them safely to the other side.”  

(Interviewee 26) 

 

 Dance and music are powerful tools in funeral rituals, used not only for artistic 

expression but also for their symbolic and emotional impact. They help to shape the 

experience of the ceremony, making it both a reflective and cathartic process for the 

community. 

 

Ritual Attire and Ceremonial Costumes 

 Ritual attire and ceremonial costumes hold deep symbolic and functional 

importance in ritual practices, serving not only as clothing but also as instruments of 

cultural expression and spiritual engagement. These garments convey identity, status, 

cultural heritage, and alignment with the spiritual and social frameworks of the ritual. 

The use of specific designs, materials, and colors transforms these garments into a 

medium of communication, reinforcing values, beliefs, and shared history within 

communities. This section examines the roles, meanings, and aesthetic dimensions of 

ritual attire across various cultures, focusing on the function, evolution, and 

significance of ceremonial clothing in funeral rituals. 

 1.Introduction to Ritual Attire 

 Ritual attire is deliberately distinct from everyday clothing in design, purpose, 

and meaning. These garments embody the values and expectations of both the 

ceremony and the community, playing essential roles in structuring the ritual and 

creating a sacred atmosphere. Whether worn by grieving family members, ceremonial 
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performers, or spiritual leaders, ritual attire reflects both personal identity and 

collective values. The attire not only conveys symbolic messages to participants but 

also helps guide behavior and interactions within the ritual space. 

 -Introduction to the Attire Worn by Family Members in the Ceremony: In 

funeral ceremonies, family members’ clothing symbolizes their grief, respect, and 

adherence to societal expectations. Traditional Chinese funerals require the closest 

relatives to wear “mourning garments (孝, Xiao)” made from coarse burlap or hemp, 

representing humility and sorrow (National Library Board, 2024, pp.53). The 

simplicity of these garments conveys respect for the deceased, while the rough texture 

reflects the harsh emotional journey of mourning. Each family member’s attire varies 

in style and color based on their relationship to the deceased—children and immediate 

relatives typically wear “white or black robes”, while more distant family members 

wear less elaborate outfits. The use of mourning attire in Chinese traditions 

emphasizes the Confucian ideals of “filial piety” and propriety. For instance, children 

of the deceased wear burlap hats and robes to signify their grief and sense of duty 

toward honoring their parents. In addition to reflecting personal loss, the clothing 

communicates broader social messages about familial loyalty and collective mourning 

(Paul, 2010, pp.67). In contrast, the funeral attire of the “Dafang community” departs 

from these somber tones, favoring vibrant and colorful garments that signify a 

positive perception of death (Xianpeng, 2010, pp.46). This community views death as 

a transition to another phase of existence, and the celebratory clothing reflects both 

joy for the deceased’s journey and reverence for ancestral spirits. The colorful robes 

worn by family members during Dafang funerals embody continuity and acceptance, 

emphasizing that life and death are interconnected stages within a cyclical journey. 

 -Introduction to the Attire Worn by the Ritual Team: The clothing worn by 

spiritual leaders, ritual teams, and ceremonial performers serves both symbolic and 

functional purposes. In “Buddhist funeral ceremonies”, monks typically wear “saffron 

robes” made from simple cloth, emphasizing detachment from material concerns and 

reflecting the monastic values of humility and spiritual dedication (Bai, 2010, pp.43). 

Depending on the region and sect, these robes may vary in color and style—Tibetan 

monks, for example, wear deep maroon garments with intricate folds to signify rank 

and spiritual function. In “Taoist ceremonies”, priests wear elaborate robes adorned 

with embroidered symbols such as “dragons, cranes, and the Bagua (eight trigrams)”, 

each of which represents spiritual power, protection, or cosmic harmony (Paul, 2010, 

pp.68). Taoist priests also select robe colors based on the ritual’s purpose—yellow for 

earth-related ceremonies and blue for celestial invocations—aligning the attire with 

cosmic symbolism (Bai, 2010, pp.55). The ritual team’s garments not only distinguish 

their sacred role but also establish the ceremonial setting, guiding participants through 

the spiritual dimensions of the ritual. In the Dafang community, performers wear 

elaborate costumes adorned with “animal motifs”, such as tigers and eagles, which 

symbolize strength, endurance, and spiritual guidance (Xiao, 2010, pp.71). These 

garments allow the performers to embody mythological or ancestral figures, bridging 

the earthly and spiritual realms and reinforcing the community’s belief in life after 

death. The attire also enhances the dancers’ movements, enabling them to perform 

symbolic gestures that reflect the deceased’s journey to the afterlife. 
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2.Symbolic Meanings of Ritual Attire 

 Ritual attire is carefully crafted to convey specific symbolic meanings that 

align with the ceremony’s themes and objectives. Each element—whether fabric, 

color, or embellishment—contributes to the overall message of the ritual, reinforcing 

cultural values and spiritual beliefs. For example, the “rough texture of burlap” used 

in traditional Chinese mourning attire symbolizes the hardships of grief and reflects 

the idea that mourning should be a humble and authentic experience (National Library 

Board, 2024, pp.49). Similarly, “unbleached natural fibers” represent simplicity and 

acceptance of life’s impermanence, reinforcing the Confucian value of humility. In 

“African initiation ceremonies”, the use of animal skins in ritual attire reflects the 

initiates’ connection to ancestral spirits and symbolizes the qualities they are expected 

to embody—such as bravery, leadership, or resilience (Paul, 2010, pp.78). The choice 

of specific animals, such as lions or leopards, adds further meaning, suggesting that 

the wearer is prepared to inherit the virtues associated with these creatures. Colors 

also play a crucial role in ritual attire. “Maroon robes” worn by Tibetan monks signify 

wisdom and spiritual power, while “saffron garments” represent purity and 

renunciation (Bai, 2010). In contrast, “Taoist priests’ robes” are chosen to align with 

the ritual’s cosmic focus, with yellow representing earth-related rituals and blue 

symbolizing celestial connections (Paul, 2010, pp.79). These color choices are not 

arbitrary but are deeply rooted in the spiritual and cultural frameworks of the 

communities that use them. 

 

 3.Aesthetic Interpretations and Conclusions on Ritual Attire 

 From an aesthetic perspective, ritual attire enhances the overall visual impact 

of ceremonies, creating an atmosphere that reflects the values, emotions, and themes 

of the ritual. The bold colors, intricate patterns, and symbolic motifs used in 

ceremonial garments captivate participants and communicate the deeper meanings 

embedded within the ritual (Xianpeng, 2010, pp.88). Functional considerations also 

influence the design of ritual attire. In ceremonies that involve dance or physical 

movements, garments must provide both mobility and durability. For example, 

“feathered headdresses and flowing robes” worn by performers in Dafang funeral 

dances facilitate fluid movements that mimic the flight of ancestral spirits, allowing 

participants to express their reverence through symbolic gestures (Xiao, 2010, pp.71). 

Similarly, the simple yet elegant robes worn by monks are designed to support 

meditative practices while marking the sacred nature of the ceremony (Bai, 2010, 

pp.89). The evolution of ritual attire reflects broader societal changes, including 

globalization and modernization. In some cases, “synthetic fabrics” have replaced 

traditional materials, offering greater comfort and practicality. For example, 

contemporary Chinese funerals increasingly favor “black garments” over white, 

reflecting the influence of Western mourning practices (National Library Board, 

2024, pp.61). Despite these changes, the symbolic meanings of the attire remain 

intact, as communities adapt their traditions to fit new contexts while preserving their 

cultural essence. 

 The interviewees unanimously agreed that the attire worn during funeral 

rituals is rich with symbolism and serves to reinforce the solemnity and purpose of the 

ceremony. Traditional garments, such as mourning robes and religious vestments, are 

chosen with great care to reflect the status of the deceased, the role of the participants, 
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and the spiritual significance of the event. The respondents mentioned that funeral 

attire typically includes garments in somber colors like white, black, or dark blue, 

symbolizing mourning and respect. Each participant wears attire according to their 

relationship with the deceased, following a strict hierarchy. Religious leaders and 

ritual specialists often don elaborate ceremonial costumes adorned with sacred 

symbols to distinguish their roles as intermediaries between the living and the 

spiritual realms. Over time, modern variations have emerged, incorporating more 

practical elements without compromising the traditional symbolism. Example 

Interview Quotes: 

 

 “The mourning robes are meant to show humility and grief, but the 

embroidery on a priest’s robe speaks to his role in guiding the deceased’s spirit.”  

(Interviewee 2) 

 

 “Each color has a meaning—white is for purity, black for mourning, and red is 

avoided because it symbolizes joy and celebration.”  

(Interviewee 17) 

 

 “Modern changes have been made, like using synthetic fabrics, but the basic 

design remains the same to honor the traditional values.”  

(Interviewee 28) 

 

 Ritual attire is not just a dress code but a visual language that communicates 

respect, hierarchy, and spiritual purpose. These garments enhance the ritual’s 

atmosphere, visually marking the participants’ roles and reinforcing the ceremony’s 

symbolic meanings. 

 

Summary 

 This chapter focuses on the second research objective: examining the artistic 

elements within local funeral ceremonies. It begins with an exploration of ritual visual 

arts, highlighting how symbolic representations, such as calligraphy and decorative 

offerings, contribute to the cultural significance of the ceremonies. These visual 

elements not only enhance the aesthetic experience but also convey profound 

meanings related to respect and remembrance. 

 The chapter then delves into the role of dance and music in rituals, discussing 

how these artistic expressions serve to elevate the emotional atmosphere of funerals. 

Traditional music and choreographed performances are integral to the ceremonies, 

facilitating communal participation and reinforcing the connection between the living 

and the deceased. 

 Finally, the chapter examines ritual attire and ceremonial costumes, 

emphasizing their importance in signifying roles within the ceremony and reflecting 

cultural identity. The use of specific garments and accessories not only adheres to 

tradition but also communicates respect and honor for the deceased. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

CHAPTER IV 

SOCIAL NETWORKS AND FUNERAL RITUALS 

 

 This chapter is about the second research objective, to study the role of funeral 

rituals in the formation and sustenance of social networks in the community. The 

main sections of this chapter are as follows: 

 1.Description of Social Structure, Size, Interpersonal Relations, and Network 

Nodes in Rituals 

 2.Relationships and Social Networks Related to Groups and Communities 

 3.Detailed Analysis of Interrelationships, Social Cohesion, and Social Norms 

 

 Funeral rituals represent a complex intersection of social structures, cultural 

values, and emotional expressions that play a fundamental role in sustaining 

community cohesion. These ceremonies are far more than personal moments of 

mourning; they are public events where social roles are reaffirmed, relationships are 

negotiated, and cultural traditions are actively maintained. Throughout history, such 

rituals have served as key mechanisms for transmitting cultural knowledge and 

strengthening interpersonal bonds. However, the significance of funeral rituals 

extends beyond individual grief, revealing the intricate web of social networks that 

underpin community life. These networks, comprising family members, friends, 

neighbors, and ritual leaders, coordinate the logistical, emotional, and symbolic 

aspects of ceremonies, ensuring their continuity across generations. In modern times, 

these social structures have evolved to integrate digital tools, expanding the ways 

people engage with and sustain these traditions. 

 Social networks play a vital role in funeral practices, as seen in the traditional 

communities of Dafang County, Guizhou, where rituals reflect not only cultural 

heritage but also social hierarchies and collective identity. Funeral ceremonies 

provide a platform for community members to come together, reaffirming their shared 

values and expressing solidarity through participation. Research by Liu (2023) 

highlights that these networks do more than passively transmit customs—they 

actively work to keep traditions alive by engaging members in rituals and fostering 

intergenerational connections. Funeral rituals in Dafang are highly structured, with 

participants assigned specific roles that align with their familial status and social 

standing, demonstrating the ritual’s role in reinforcing communal values and ensuring 

social stability. Through these interactions, the network of participants embodies the 

collective memory and cultural continuity that define the community. 

 These networks extend beyond the immediate family of the deceased, 

incorporating broader groups such as neighbors, religious leaders, and community 

influencers. Funeral ceremonies offer an opportunity for these participants to express 

their support, either through physical presence, financial contributions, or symbolic 

actions such as offering condolences and assisting with ritual preparations. Each 

participant’s role is governed by cultural expectations and social norms, ensuring the 

smooth execution of the ceremony. For instance, family elders typically oversee key 

decisions, while ritual specialists ensure that cultural protocols are followed. These 

roles, rooted in traditional knowledge, are vital for maintaining the authenticity of the 
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rituals and fostering a sense of collective identity. As scholars such as Schmidt (2013, 

pp.7) emphasize, the active participation of various social nodes in these networks 

ensures that rituals serve not only as spaces for mourning but also as platforms for 

cultural preservation. 

 Moreover, funeral rituals function as opportunities for the negotiation of social 

dynamics, where conflicts may be set aside in favor of unity. Participation in these 

ceremonies is often viewed as a communal responsibility, reinforcing social cohesion 

by demonstrating collective support for the bereaved family. This sense of solidarity 

is particularly evident in large-scale funerals, where the size of the gathering reflects 

the social influence and connections of the deceased’s family. Hathaway (2014, pp.3) 

observes that the presence of community members and the scale of participation are 

direct indicators of social standing, signaling respect, prestige, and interconnectedness 

within the community. In Chinese cultural contexts, this idea aligns with the concept 

of “face,” where a highly attended funeral enhances the family’s social reputation and 

reinforces their place within the community (Xiang, 2019, pp.32). 

 As social networks evolve in response to modernization and digitalization, 

new forms of participation in funeral rituals have emerged. Digital platforms, such as 

social media and online memorials, have expanded the ways in which people engage 

with rituals, allowing individuals to participate remotely. These innovations have 

introduced a layer of complexity to traditional practices, blurring the boundaries 

between physical and virtual participation. While virtual spaces offer opportunities for 

individuals who are unable to attend in person to express their condolences, they also 

raise questions about the preservation of cultural authenticity and the meaning of 

presence in rituals. Buckelew (2023, pp.21) argues that while digital participation 

introduces new ways to engage with rituals, it challenges established norms and 

expectations, requiring communities to adapt traditional practices to fit contemporary 

realities. 

 These digital transformations are particularly relevant in cases where 

migration and urbanization have disrupted traditional social networks, separating 

individuals from their communities. Online memorials and livestreamed funeral 

services allow distant family members and friends to participate in ceremonies, 

reinforcing social ties despite geographic separation. This phenomenon reflects the 

adaptability of social networks, demonstrating how communities navigate the tension 

between tradition and modernity. However, these changes also necessitate new forms 

of social regulation, as communities establish norms governing digital participation 

and determine how virtual engagement fits into the broader framework of rituals. 

 This chapter explores the dynamic interplay between social networks and 

funeral rituals, focusing on how these networks function to sustain cultural practices 

and foster social cohesion. The discussion examines the structure, size, and 

composition of participants in funeral ceremonies, with attention to the roles of key 

social nodes such as family members, ritual leaders, and community participants. It 

also considers how social networks facilitate the transmission of cultural knowledge, 

ensuring that rituals remain relevant across generations while adapting to new 

contexts. Furthermore, the chapter addresses the impact of digital platforms on 

traditional practices, exploring how communities integrate virtual participation into 

rituals without compromising their cultural integrity. 
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 Through detailed case studies and interviews with participants in Dafang 

County, this chapter provides insights into the social dynamics that shape funeral 

rituals. It emphasizes that these ceremonies are not only about individual mourning 

but also about reaffirming social order, maintaining relationships, and expressing 

communal values. The roles and interactions within these networks reveal the 

mechanisms through which rituals function as tools for social cohesion, enabling 

communities to navigate loss while preserving their cultural identity. The chapter 

concludes by discussing the implications of modernization and digitalization for 

funeral practices, highlighting the need for communities to balance innovation with 

tradition to ensure the continued relevance of rituals in a changing world. 

 Ultimately, this exploration underscores the importance of funeral rituals as 

both cultural artifacts and social processes. These ceremonies offer structured 

environments where individuals can express grief, negotiate relationships, and 

reaffirm their place within the community. By examining the interplay between social 

networks and funeral practices, this chapter contributes to a broader understanding of 

how rituals serve as mechanisms for social cohesion and cultural preservation. Even 

as communities adapt to the challenges of modernization, the enduring significance of 

funeral rituals lies in their ability to bring people together, foster solidarity, and 

sustain the values that define the community. 

 

Description of Social Structure, Size, Interpersonal Relations, and Network 

Nodes in Rituals 

 Rituals, especially funeral ceremonies, are not only significant cultural 

practices but also a reflection of the social structure, size, and interpersonal relations 

within a given community. In the case of Dafang County, rituals serve as a mirror 

through which the social hierarchy, community ties, and interpersonal dynamics are 

articulated. This section explores the complexity of the social structure involved in 

ritual practices, the role and size of participants, and the various social nodes within 

the network, such as family members, ritual leaders, and community influencers, 

using traditional social theories and contemporary case studies. 

 1.The Social Structure in Rituals 

 The social structure of ritual practices, particularly in communities like 

Dafang County, reveals a highly organized and hierarchical framework. In traditional 

rural societies, rituals like funerals are often organized around extended family 

structures, with distinct roles assigned based on age, gender, and social status 

(Collins, 2004, pp.24). The presence and participation of family members and other 

community members are not random; they follow established norms that dictate who 

must be involved, in what capacity, and how the ceremonial duties are distributed 

(Liu, 2023, pp.9). 

 Key social figures in these rituals often include: 

 -Family Elders: Typically serve as the primary decision-makers in arranging 

and conducting rituals. 

 -Ritual Leaders (e.g., “Nzymo”): Possess extensive cultural knowledge and 

experience, ensuring that all elements of the ritual are performed correctly and 

maintaining the ritual’s authenticity (Li & Xie, 2023, pp.10). 
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 -Community Members and Supporters: Other community members, including 

neighbors and friends, take on supportive roles, such as preparing ritual spaces, 

managing logistics, or simply attending to demonstrate respect and solidarity. 

 The ritual structure within Dafang County often reflects the traditional 

kinship-based hierarchy, which is maintained through the observance of strict ritual 

protocols. This ensures that the community’s shared values and collective identity are 

reinforced each time a ritual is performed (Turner, 1995, pp.99). 

 2.Participant Size and Composition 

 The size of participants in funeral rituals and other ceremonial events is 

directly correlated with the social standing and influence of the deceased’s family. In 

a study on social dynamics and ritual participation, Hathaway (2014, pp.46) pointed 

out that larger, more influential families typically see a higher turnout, signifying their 

social power and connectedness within the community. This pattern is similar to the 

concept of “face” in Chinese cultural settings, where a larger audience during 

ceremonies implies higher prestige and respect for the family involved (Xiang, 2019, 

pp.99). 

For instance, in the case of elite families, the participant size may range from 

hundreds to thousands, with many community members attending as a sign of respect 

and obligation. In contrast, smaller or less influential families may see fewer 

participants, reflecting their lower status and fewer social connections. This 

differentiation in participant size and composition directly shapes the structure and 

form of the ritual, from the types of decorations used to the scale of the funeral 

procession. 

 

 3.Network Nodes in Rituals: Role and Function 

 Rituals are complex social events that function through the interaction of 

various social nodes, each representing a specific role within the network. These 

nodes include family members, religious figures, and community members who work 

in concert to ensure the ritual’s smooth execution (Bell, 1992, pp.48). Analyzing these 

nodes and their interactions provides insights into how rituals can shape and be 

shaped by the social structure. 

 -Family Nodes: Central to the network are the immediate and extended family 

members. The eldest son or daughter typically acts as the main representative of the 

deceased, overseeing key ceremonial tasks and symbolizing the continuity of the 

family line (Yan, 2014, pp.35). 

 -Ritual Supervisors (Nzymo): These individuals hold a unique position as 

cultural guardians. Their responsibilities encompass not only the physical 

coordination of rituals but also the preservation of cultural norms and practices, 

making them pivotal nodes within the ritual network (Liu, 2023, pp.15). 

 -Community Nodes: Community members act as peripheral yet essential 

nodes that help amplify the ritual’s impact. Their presence serves as social 

reinforcement for the family’s standing, while their participation in tasks like 

preparing ritual food or decorating the ritual space highlights the interconnectedness 

of social relations (Sumiala, 2013, pp.21). 

 The role of each node is vital in maintaining the ritual’s structure, ensuring 

that the ceremony runs smoothly, and that the collective experience is meaningful and 
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resonant for all participants. Through these interactions, rituals reinforce social 

cohesion and validate the community’s shared beliefs. 

 4.Social Hierarchy and Role Differentiation in Rituals 

 Ritual practices reflect the social hierarchy within the community, with clear 

distinctions between various roles and duties based on social status. According to 

Walter (1994, pp.12), this hierarchy is often visible in the seating arrangements, the 

order of participation, and even the clothing worn during the ceremony. Higher-status 

individuals, such as elders and ritual leaders, are given prominent roles and positions, 

while lower-status members contribute through supportive tasks (Moser, 2019, 

pp.17). 

 For example, during funeral rituals, individuals of higher status may perform 

key symbolic acts, such as the lighting of candles or the placement of ritual offerings, 

while those of lower status may be tasked with preparing food or managing logistics 

(Paul, 2010, pp.89). These role distinctions help maintain the social order and 

reinforce the community’s value system. 

 5.Social Norms and Behavioral Expectations 

 The social norms governing rituals dictate appropriate behavior for each 

participant, based on their role and relationship to the deceased. As Bell (1997, pp.27) 

notes, these norms are crucial in differentiating between sacred and profane acts, 

thereby enhancing the ritual’s sacredness and ensuring that it serves its intended 

purpose of honoring the deceased while providing comfort to the bereaved. 

 For instance, during a funeral in Dafang County, participants are expected to 

adhere to a strict code of conduct, including the use of specific language and gestures 

to express condolences, and the observance of mourning attire protocols (Lindgren, 

2000, pp.37). Deviation from these norms can disrupt the ritual’s flow and may even 

be seen as a sign of disrespect, highlighting the importance of social control within 

ritual contexts. 

 6.Modernization and Its Impact on Ritual Structure 

 The impact of modernization on ritual structure is a growing area of research, 

particularly with the rise of digital technologies and changing social norms. 

According to Haverinen (2014, pp.57), modern communication tools, such as 

smartphones and social media platforms, have begun to alter the traditional structure 

of rituals by introducing new nodes and redefining old ones. For example, the rise of 

virtual memorials has led to the emergence of online communities that participate in 

rituals remotely, creating a new layer of social nodes that were previously absent 

(Lagerkvist, 2013, pp.108). 

 In this context, the ritual’s structure must adapt to accommodate these new 

nodes while maintaining its traditional essence. This requires ritual leaders and 

community members to rethink the way rituals are organized, often blending 

traditional practices with modern elements to create a hybrid ritual experience 

(Maddrell, 2010, pp.37). 

 Understanding the social structure, size, and network nodes within rituals 

provides a comprehensive view of how these cultural practices are organized and 

maintained. Rituals serve as a microcosm of the larger social order, reflecting the 

community’s values, hierarchies, and interpersonal dynamics. By examining the roles 

and relationships within ritual contexts, researchers can gain insights into how social 
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cohesion is achieved and sustained, even as rituals adapt to the changing social 

landscape. 

 The interviewees emphasized that the social structure and participant 

composition in Dafang County’s funeral rituals are meticulously organized to reflect 

family hierarchy, social roles, and communal values. These ceremonies are not just 

about mourning the deceased but also serve as platforms for reaffirming social 

structures, honoring the status of the deceased, and reinforcing interpersonal 

connections among participants. The interviews revealed that funeral rituals involve a 

diverse group of participants, including family members, extended relatives, friends, 

community leaders, and ritual specialists. The size and composition of the group 

depend on the deceased’s social status and the family’s resources. Key network 

nodes—such as ritual managers, spiritual leaders, and family elders—play significant 

roles in orchestrating the ceremony, guiding participants, and ensuring that social 

norms are adhered to throughout the process. The differentiation in roles and 

hierarchy is clearly defined, with each participant expected to fulfill their duties 

according to their relationship with the deceased and their standing within the 

community. Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “The head of the family has the most responsibilities, but they are supported 

by elders and ritual specialists who ensure everything is done properly.”  

(Interviewee 8) 

 

 “Each person has a role, whether it’s leading the prayers, organizing the 

offerings, or just being present to show support—it’s all part of the structure.”  

(Interviewee 15) 

 

 “Even in a large group, there is a clear hierarchy. You know who to look to for 

guidance and who will be making the key decisions.”  

(Interviewee 29) 

 

 The social structure within funeral rituals is complex and hierarchical, 

involving a range of participants who each have specific roles and responsibilities. 

This structure not only facilitates the smooth running of the ceremony but also 

reinforces social norms and relationships within the community. 

 

Relationships and Social Networks Related to Groups and Communities 

 Rituals, particularly those practiced during funeral ceremonies, are complex 

social events that not only involve families but also extend to a broader network of 

community members and social groups. The relationships and interactions that 

develop around these events reveal how deeply connected and interdependent 

community members are, and how these relationships reinforce social cohesion. This 

section explores the dynamics of social networks associated with rituals, examining 

how they form, function, and contribute to the preservation of social order and 

collective identity within communities. 
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 1.Social Networks in Funeral Rituals: A Broader Perspective 

 Social networks in funeral rituals include not only the immediate family 

members but also a range of extended kin, friends, colleagues, and religious figures. 

In traditional communities like Dafang County, these networks are often deeply 

rooted in local customs and cultural norms. Funeral rituals serve as occasions for the 

reinforcement of social ties, providing a space where various groups within the 

community—families, clans, religious institutions, and neighborhood associations—

interact and establish their roles within the network (Collins, 2004, pp.44). 

 Rituals, especially funerals, act as platforms for “networking” in a traditional 

sense, where people reaffirm existing relationships and establish new connections 

based on shared participation in these culturally significant events (Turner, 1995, 

pp.28). The presence and participation of different groups reflect not only the social 

status of the deceased and their family but also the broader social configuration of the 

community. Understanding these networks requires mapping out the various nodes 

and their connections, which include: 

 -Primary Nodes: Close family members and kin groups who serve as the 

central figures in organizing and conducting the ritual. 

 -Secondary Nodes: Friends, colleagues, and neighbors who provide support, 

either through physical presence or material contributions. 

 -Tertiary Nodes: Religious leaders and ritual specialists who lend cultural 

authority and ensure the ritual adheres to traditional practices (Li & Xie, 2023). 

 2.The Role of Social Groups in Ritual Practices 

 Social groups, including clans, religious communities, and neighborhood 

associations, each play a distinct role in the orchestration and execution of funeral 

rituals. These groups often operate based on long-standing traditions, ensuring that 

their involvement not only provides logistical support but also symbolizes the 

collective participation of the community in honoring the deceased (Haverinen, 2014, 

pp.43). 

 In many rural communities, such as those in Dafang County, social groups 

have traditionally been organized along kinship and familial lines. Clans, for instance, 

have a formalized structure for participating in rituals, with each member having 

specific duties and responsibilities. The presence of multiple clans at a funeral 

ceremony can signify the deceased’s social influence and standing, thus elevating the 

prestige of the ritual (Sumiala, 2013, pp.77). Similarly, religious communities are 

involved in ensuring that the rituals follow the proper spiritual and cultural protocols, 

which reinforces their position as custodians of moral and spiritual values (Bell, 1992, 

pp.37). 

 3. Interpersonal Relations and Network Dynamics in Funeral Rituals 

 Interpersonal relations during funeral rituals are governed by a set of cultural 

expectations and social rules that dictate appropriate behavior, communication, and 

interaction. These relations are not static; they are dynamic and can shift depending 

on the context of the ritual, the social status of the participants, and the specific roles 

they play. The hierarchy within these relationships is often visible in the seating 

arrangements, the order of ritual tasks, and the types of condolences offered (Walter, 

1994, pp.51). 
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 For example, during the mourning period, different types of condolences are 

expected from various social groups: 

 -Immediate Family: Expected to express deep sorrow and fulfill specific 

mourning customs, such as wearing particular mourning attire or performing 

ritualized grieving acts. 

 -Extended Family and Friends: Their role is to offer support and solidarity, 

often through material contributions such as food, flowers, or financial assistance. 

 -Community Leaders and Influencers: These individuals provide formal 

condolences and often deliver speeches or perform acts that reinforce the social norms 

and values of the community (Moser, 2019, pp.68). 

 These interactions reveal a complex network of social nodes, each connected 

through multiple layers of relationships, from kinship and friendship to professional 

and community-based ties. 

 4.Influence of Group Dynamics on Social Network Formation 

 Group dynamics play a crucial role in shaping the social networks that emerge 

around funeral rituals. In traditional settings, such as Dafang County, social groups 

are often defined by longstanding kinship ties, with membership in these groups 

determining one’s role and status within the community (Xiang, 2019, pp.68). 

However, modern influences, such as urbanization and increased mobility, have led to 

a transformation in these group dynamics. 

 The inclusion of new social groups, such as migrant communities or online 

networks, has added complexity to the traditional social structure. For instance, the 

rise of online memorials has created a new type of social group that operates in the 

digital space, allowing people who are geographically distant to participate in the 

ritual and express their condolences (Lagerkvist, 2013, pp.16). This phenomenon has 

led to the formation of hybrid social networks that blend traditional face-to-face 

interactions with digital communication, thereby expanding the reach and impact of 

these networks. 

 5.Rituals as a Reflection of Social Order and Change 

 Rituals, particularly those related to funerals, act as both reflections of the 

existing social order and catalysts for social change. They reveal the underlying 

structure of the community, showcasing how various groups are organized and how 

power and authority are distributed (Collins, 2004, pp.41). For example, the presence 

of multiple religious leaders at a funeral may indicate a family’s broad influence 

across different social and spiritual communities, while the absence of key social 

figures may suggest underlying social tensions or conflicts. 

 Moreover, rituals can serve as mechanisms for negotiating social status and 

identity. The inclusion or exclusion of certain groups from participating in the ritual 

can signal shifts in social alliances or the reconfiguration of community hierarchies 

(Maddrell, 2010, pp.65). As such, rituals are not just static reflections of society but 

are active sites where social meanings and relationships are constructed, challenged, 

and redefined. 

 6.Social Networks and Cultural Transmission 

 The role of social networks in the transmission of cultural norms and values 

during rituals is another crucial aspect of understanding their function. Through 

repeated participation in rituals, members of the community internalize the cultural 

codes and behaviors expected of them. This process of cultural transmission ensures 
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that the values of the community are passed down to younger generations, 

maintaining continuity and cohesion within the social network (Walter, 1994, pp.99). 

 For instance, in Dafang County, children and younger family members are 

often given minor roles during funeral rituals, such as carrying candles or distributing 

ritual items. These seemingly minor roles are, in fact, critical for learning and 

internalizing the cultural scripts that define appropriate behavior within the 

community (Paul, 2010). As they grow older, these individuals gradually take on 

more prominent roles, thereby reinforcing the intergenerational transmission of 

cultural values and norms. 

 The relationships and social networks surrounding funeral rituals are complex 

and multifaceted, involving a range of social groups and community members. These 

networks not only facilitate the smooth execution of the ritual but also serve as a 

means of reinforcing social cohesion and transmitting cultural values. By examining 

the various roles, relationships, and group dynamics within these networks, we gain a 

deeper understanding of how rituals function as a social glue that binds communities 

together, even in the face of social change and modernization. 

 The interviewees noted that funeral rituals are crucial events for maintaining 

and reinforcing social networks within the community. These ceremonies offer 

opportunities for different groups to come together, interact, and reaffirm their 

collective identity, thereby strengthening social ties and communal solidarity. Funeral 

rituals often involve a wide range of social groups, from close family members to 

extended kinship networks and even distant community acquaintances. Participants 

interact in various capacities—some offering emotional support, others providing 

logistical assistance or financial contributions. The dynamics within these networks 

are shaped by long-standing traditions and shared values, with rituals acting as spaces 

where these connections are both tested and reinforced. The participation of various 

groups is seen as a sign of respect and solidarity, and their roles often extend beyond 

the ceremony itself, influencing social relations long after the funeral has ended. 

Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “It’s not just about the family; the whole community is involved. Everyone 

has a part to play, and that’s what makes it a communal event, not just a family 

affair.”  

(Interviewee 3) 

 

 “These rituals are where we come together, even if there have been conflicts 

before. It’s a time to put aside differences and support one another.”  

(Interviewee 19) 

 

 “Social networks are strengthened during these times. People you might not 

see every day will show up, and that reaffirms your place in the community.”  

(Interviewee 24) 

 

 Funeral rituals are pivotal in shaping and maintaining social networks. They 

provide a structured setting for groups to come together, renew ties, and navigate 
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complex social dynamics, thereby ensuring the continuity of community relationships 

and social cohesion. 

 

Detailed Analysis of Interrelationships, Social Cohesion, and Social Norms 

 In any ritual setting, particularly those centered around funeral ceremonies, the 

interactions between participants reflect the intricate web of relationships that form 

the social fabric of the community. These interactions, guided by social norms and 

cultural expectations, reveal how rituals serve as mechanisms for social cohesion, 

preserving the community’s structure and maintaining order amidst transitions such as 

death. This section explores the complexities of these interrelationships, the 

mechanisms through which rituals create and sustain social cohesion, and the role of 

social norms in shaping these dynamics. 

 1.Interrelationships Within Ritual Settings 

 Funeral rituals are highly organized events that require the coordinated 

participation of various social groups. These groups range from immediate family 

members to distant kin, friends, and even professional or religious communities 

(Collins, 2004). Each group has its designated roles and responsibilities, which are 

informed by cultural traditions and reinforced by social expectations. The interactions 

among these groups are not just about fulfilling ritual duties but also about 

reaffirming social bonds and negotiating individual and group identities within the 

community (Turner, 1995, pp.19). 

 For example, in traditional communities like those in Dafang County, the 

structure of these relationships can be categorized into several layers: 

 -Nuclear Family and Close Relatives: These participants often take on the 

primary roles in the ritual, such as leading mourning activities or making key 

decisions about the ceremony’s format. Their interactions are highly formalized and 

structured, reflecting the gravity of the event and the family’s central role in the ritual 

(Haverinen, 2014, pp.98). 

 -Extended Kin and Clan Members: Their involvement is equally important, as 

it signifies the deceased’s broader social standing and the family’s connections within 

the community. They provide material and emotional support, contributing to the 

overall smooth conduct of the ceremony. 

 -Friends, Colleagues, and Community Members: These participants serve as 

witnesses to the ritual, symbolizing the wider social network that the deceased was 

part of. Their presence validates the deceased’s social contributions and reinforces the 

family’s standing in the broader community (Sumiala, 2013, pp.104). 

 The interactions between these groups are governed by established social 

norms, which dictate the appropriate forms of communication, the order of activities, 

and the nature of relationships during the ritual. 
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 2.Mechanisms of Social Cohesion in Rituals 

 Rituals, particularly funeral ceremonies, play a critical role in maintaining 

social cohesion within a community. They act as a medium through which collective 

emotions are expressed, shared, and managed, thereby reinforcing group identity and 

solidarity (Bell, 1992, pp.49). This process of emotional management is key to 

understanding the cohesive power of rituals. According to Turner (1995, pp.95), 

rituals create what he terms as “communitas”—a temporary state of unity and shared 

experience that transcends the usual social hierarchies and boundaries. During such 

moments, participants experience a sense of belonging and mutual support that 

strengthens the social fabric. 

 Several mechanisms contribute to this process: 

 1.Shared Mourning and Collective Grief: Funeral rituals provide a structured 

environment for the expression of grief. This shared experience not only validates 

individual emotions but also strengthens bonds between participants, creating a 

unified front in the face of loss (Walter, 1994, pp.101). 

 2.Symbolic Acts and Gestures: Acts such as offering condolences, giving 

flowers, or performing ritualized grieving behaviors (e.g., wearing mourning attire) 

serve as symbols of solidarity. These acts are not just expressions of sympathy but 

also affirmations of collective identity and support (Sumiala, 2013, pp.86). 

 3.Ritualized Communication: Verbal and non-verbal forms of communication 

during rituals, such as the use of specific phrases (“I am sorry for your loss”) or 

physical acts (embracing, holding hands), are highly ritualized and carry deep 

symbolic meanings. They convey more than just the literal message; they serve to 

reaffirm social norms and collective values (Collins, 2004, pp.65). 

 These mechanisms ensure that the community remains cohesive and 

supportive, even during times of upheaval, such as the death of a member. 

 3.The Role of Social Norms in Shaping Interrelationships 

 Social norms play a fundamental role in guiding behavior and interactions 

during rituals. They define what is considered appropriate or inappropriate, shaping 

how people express emotions, interact with each other, and participate in the 

ceremony. For instance, the display of grief is heavily regulated by cultural norms. In 

some communities, public displays of emotion are encouraged, while in others, 

restraint and stoicism are valued (Walter, 1994, pp.83). These norms dictate not only 

individual behavior but also the structure of the entire ritual. 

 Social norms in funeral rituals can be classified into several categories: 

 -Norms Governing Emotional Expression: Different cultures have distinct 

rules regarding how grief should be expressed. In Finnish funerals, for instance, 

“suffering in silence” is valued, and overt displays of emotion are often frowned upon 

(Haverinen, 2014, pp.75). In contrast, in other cultures, expressing grief vocally or 

through physical gestures is seen as a sign of respect and deep sorrow. 

 -Norms Defining Roles and Responsibilities: Each participant’s role in the 

ritual is pre-determined by social norms. Immediate family members are expected to 

lead mourning activities, while extended kin provide support. This distribution of 

roles is not just about organizing the ceremony but also about maintaining social order 

and hierarchy within the community (Sumiala, 2013, pp.62). 

 -Norms Regulating Participation: Participation in the ritual is governed by 

strict rules about who can attend and how they should behave. For instance, the 
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inclusion of distant relatives or non-family members can signal the deceased’s social 

status and influence, while their exclusion can indicate underlying social tensions 

(Moser, 2019, pp.33). 

 These norms are not static; they evolve in response to changing social 

conditions, such as urbanization, modernization, and the influence of digital media on 

traditional practices. 

 4.Digital Rituals and the Transformation of Social Norms 

The rise of digital media has introduced new dynamics to traditional rituals, 

particularly in how social norms are applied and understood. Online memorials and 

digital mourning practices, for instance, have challenged traditional norms of who can 

mourn, how they should express their grief, and what constitutes appropriate 

mourning behavior (Lagerkvist, 2013, pp.34). Digital rituals often blur the boundaries 

between public and private, formal, and informal, and sacred and profane (Bell, 1992, 

pp.54). 

 For example, the practice of creating Facebook memorial pages has redefined 

what it means to “attend” a funeral. People from across the world can now participate 

in the ritual, express condolences, and share memories, even if they are not physically 

present. This shift has led to the creation of new social norms that govern digital 

mourning behaviors, such as the use of specific emojis, phrases, and digital artifacts 

(Sumiala, 2013, pp.91). 

 These changes reflect a broader transformation in how social cohesion is 

maintained in the digital age. While traditional rituals were localized and involved 

face-to-face interactions, digital rituals are dispersed and mediated through 

technology. However, the underlying principles remain the same: rituals, whether 

digital or traditional, serve to reaffirm social bonds, validate collective emotions, and 

sustain social cohesion. 

 The interrelationships, social cohesion, and social norms that emerge during 

funeral rituals are complex and multifaceted. These dynamics reveal how rituals 

function as both reflections of and mechanisms for maintaining social order. By 

examining the interplay between different social groups, the role of norms, and the 

impact of digital media, we gain a deeper understanding of how rituals shape and are 

shaped by the communities in which they are practiced. 

 The interviewees emphasized that funeral rituals play a significant role in 

fostering social cohesion and upholding social norms. These ceremonies offer 

structured environments where interrelationships are redefined, and communal values 

are both expressed and reinforced. The respondents pointed out that the 

interrelationships within ritual settings are governed by a shared understanding of 

roles and expectations. Participants are expected to behave according to established 

norms, with elders guiding the process and younger generations observing and 

learning. This adherence to tradition promotes social cohesion and ensures that the 

rituals serve as a unifying force, even in times of grief. In recent years, digital 

platforms have begun to influence these norms, with online memorials and digital 

rituals becoming more common. While this transformation has introduced new ways 

of engaging with these rituals, it also presents challenges in maintaining traditional 

values and communal engagement. Example Interview Quotes: 
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 “Funeral rituals are where you see social norms in action—everyone knows 

their place, and there’s a shared understanding of what is expected.”  

(Interviewee 10) 

 

 “These ceremonies are not just about mourning; they are about community. 

You feel connected, and that connection is reinforced through each ritual act.”  

(Interviewee 12) 

 

 “With digital platforms, things are changing. Now you see people 

participating in rituals online, which is different from the physical presence we’re 

used to.”  

(Interviewee 21) 

 Funeral rituals serve as a microcosm of the community’s social structure, 

where social norms and interrelationships are enacted and reinforced. As digital 

technologies become more integrated into these practices, new forms of participation 

are emerging, challenging traditional notions of social cohesion and ritual 

engagement. 

 

Summary 

 This chapter addresses the third research objective: analyzing the role of ritual 

management in the organization, reinforcement, and maintenance of social networks 

within the community through funeral ceremonies. It begins with a description of the 

social structure present during these rituals, examining the size of the gatherings, 

interpersonal relationships among participants, and the various network nodes that 

emerge during the ceremonies. The analysis highlights how funerals serve as 

significant social events, drawing together family members, friends, and community 

members, thus facilitating interactions and reinforcing social ties. 

 The chapter then explores the relationships and social networks related to 

groups and communities, emphasizing the interconnectedness of individuals within 

these networks. It discusses how participants’ roles are influenced by cultural 

expectations and familial hierarchies, with specific positions designated to community 

leaders and family elders. This structured involvement not only promotes 

participation but also strengthens the bonds between individuals and their respective 

groups, fostering a sense of collective identity. 

 Finally, the chapter presents a detailed analysis of interrelationships, social 

cohesion, and social norms that manifest during funeral ceremonies. It illustrates how 

the management of rituals helps establish and uphold social norms, guiding 

participant behavior and ensuring adherence to cultural practices. This aspect of ritual 

management plays a critical role in fostering social cohesion, as shared experiences 

during the ceremonies create a collective understanding and support system within the 

community. 

 Through this comprehensive examination, the chapter reveals that effective 

ritual management is essential for nurturing social networks, reinforcing community 

ties, and maintaining cultural continuity in the face of modern challenges. The 

findings underscore the importance of funerals as both a cultural expression and a 

platform for social engagement. 



 

 

 
 

 

CHAPTER V 

INTERPERSONAL DYNAMICS DURING FUNERAL RITUALS 

 

 This chapter is about the second research objective, to study the role of ritual 

management in structuring social interactions during funeral ceremonies in the 

context of contemporary societal changes. The main sections of this chapter are as 

follows: 

 1.Understanding Ritual Management and its Impact 

 2.Social Structures and Participant Roles in Rituals 

 3.Managing Temporal and Spatial Aspects of Rituals 

 4.Psychological and Emotional Dynamics in Funeral Rituals 

 5.Recommendations for Preserving and Adapting Funeral Rituals 

 

 In Dafang County, Guizhou, this study looks at how funerals affect both the 

community and families. This is one of the most important parts because it shows 

how forces affect social order and traditional customs. The goal of this study is to 

give more detailed information about how these rituals affect society as a whole by 

carefully and indepthly examining them. In the past, writers have always stressed how 

important funerals are as more than just sad events; they are turning points that have 

effects on the whole community. People see these traditions as ways for communities 

to show sadness, unity, and shared cultural values (de Crespigny, 2017, pp.22). The 

process of loss in a community is often seen as something that everyone goes through 

together, which brings people closer together.  

 Academic discussion has shed light on how these events go beyond people’s 

individual sadness and become symbolic spaces where people in the community work 

through the difficulties of loss together. The funeral traditions give everyone a chance 

to show their ethnic identity and a strong feeling of connection (Cheng, 2018, pp.27). 

As people participate in grief rituals, the group as a whole feel better, which 

strengthens the bonds between its members. Funerals are a powerful way for 

communities to come together because they honor shared cultural values. These 

values act as a social glue that holds people together. Chang (2019, pp.72) talked 

about how these rituals are very important for creating and maintaining the 

community’s traditional identity. They are not just goodbye practices; they are events 

that add to the ongoing story of the past and ideals that everyone in the community 

shares. Also, funerals are looked at in a way that goes beyond the community and 

includes how they affect family ties and systems. Researchers have looked into how 

these traditions affect family ties by providing important times for thought, 

remembering, and passing on cultural history. When it comes to funerals, the way that 

community and family relationships are intertwined shows how important these 

events are to forming the common memory and social fabric of Dafang County. 

 Funeral rituals have effects that go far beyond the immediate grief process. 

They have strong effects on family ties and structures. Zedong and Rongji (2021, 

pp.25) have repeatedly pointed out how important these traditions are for 

strengthening family ties and changing how families interact with each other. 

Together, the shared grief experience and the following of traditional practices during 



 

 

 
99 

 

death services create a changing moment that helps to strengthen family bonds. Seo 

(2019, pp.72) shed light on the deep meaning of funerals as places where people store 

their shared history. Not only is cultural inheritance followed during these practices, it 

is also passed on from one family to the next. It turns into an emotional line of family 

traditions, beliefs, and values that stay the same over time.  

 People who have written about this topic before stress how important funerals 

are for passing on cultural identity from one generation to the next and keeping a 

community’s rich fabric alive. Also, the idea of social peace in the community as a 

whole is closely linked to the practice of attending funerals. According to Tong (2023, 

pp.58), research has shown that these traditions are important ways for the community 

to deal with loss as a whole, which helps keep things peaceful. The shared traditions 

and recognition of loss create a space for support and understanding between people, 

strengthening social ties and making life more peaceful.  

 In social identity, cultural history is like a foundation. It is made up of the 

practices, beliefs, and values that make up a groupp.As seen through the lens of past 

writing, funerals become moving topics of conversation at the intersection of 

preserving culture and forming a sense of community. When looked at through the 

lens of literature, these traditions are more than just ways of grief. They are living 

archives that carefully keep cultural details alive that would otherwise be lost to the 

passing of time (Matsumoto, 2015, pp.43). Literature has shown that traditional 

funeral rites are more than just ways of showing sadness; they are living, changing 

processes that are closely linked to keeping cultural history alive. Following these 

rituals to the letter becomes a conscious act of protection, making sure that the shared 

memory that these rituals hold on to stays clear and whole. A big part of funerals is 

passing down cultural elements from one age to the next.  

 This is how traditions are not only kept alive, but also actively passed on. In a 

way, funerals in Dafang County become important parts of the ongoing story of 

cultural history (Cheung, 2018, pp.32). The effect goes beyond the time of grief and 

gets to the heart of family and community life. In the past, funerals were seen as 

important events that helped shape Dafang County’s social order and cultural 

customs. This is reflected in literary works from the time. By putting together ideas 

from different pieces of writing, funerals are shown to be more than just one-time 

events; they are cultural trends that change over time. It becomes clear that they have 

had many effects, such as bringing people together, affecting social peace, and 

actively forming the region’s cultural history. Rituals not only show what happened in 

the past, but they also help to shape what will happen in the future. This makes sure 

that Dafang County’s rich cultural identity continues to grow and change. 

 

Understanding Ritual Management and its Impact 

 Rituals have always played a significant role in shaping social and cultural 

identities, and the effective management of these rituals determines not only their 

execution but also their broader impact on community cohesion and individual 

experiences (Turner, 1969, pp.46). Funeral rituals, in particular, offer a unique 

platform to observe the dynamics of ritual management and its influence on social 

structures, emotional responses, and the continuity of cultural practices. In the context 

of funeral rituals, ritual management refers to the processes and strategies employed 

by community leaders, family members, and designated ritual experts to structure, 
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coordinate, and execute ceremonies that are socially meaningful and emotionally 

significant (Bell, 1992, pp.38). 

 Ritual management in Dafang County’s funeral ceremonies involves careful 

planning, coordination, and execution of traditional rites to honor the deceased and 

reflect local customs and community values. This management process engages 

family members, community participants, ritual specialists, and local leaders in a 

collaborative approach to ensure each aspect of the funeral aligns with cultural and 

spiritual expectations.  

 The allocation of roles and responsibilities in funeral management is essential 

for an orderly ceremony, with each participant fulfilling specific tasks that reduce 

disruption and honor community values (Zhang, 2018, pp.112).  The immediate 

family leads in planning, with specific roles based on family hierarchy. This 

organization reflects Confucian values of filial piety and respect for elders (Li, 2020, 

pp.52). Consultations with elders and ritual specialists ensure that decisions around 

dates, venues, and ceremonial elements are culturally appropriate (Chen, 2019, 

pp.87). Extended family members and neighbors play supportive roles, such as 

assisting with logistics, which allows the immediate family to focus on mourning and 

ceremonial participation (Xu, 2017, pp.135). This distribution of tasks not only 

alleviates family burdens but also strengthens community bonds, as neighbors 

contribute in meaningful ways (Wang, 2018, pp.230). Ritual specialists, typically 

Taoist or Buddhist priests, ensure religious compliance and guide spiritual rites (Lin, 

2016, pp.101). Their advisory role helps preserve the spiritual integrity of the 

ceremony, providing an essential balance between community involvement and 

religious observance (Chen, 2019, pp.89). 

The highly structured roles in ritual management promote both order and adherence to 

tradition, reinforcing cultural practices that align with social expectations. 

 Resource management, including financial and material resources, is a critical 

aspect of funeral organization. Families and communities in Dafang County ensure 

that each component of the funeral, from offerings to ceremonial attire, aligns with 

traditional expectations (Zhang, 2018, pp.118). Given the financial demands of 

funerals, community members often contribute funds or gifts, reinforcing the 

communal culture of reciprocity (Li, 2020, pp.55). These financial contributions are 

typically reciprocated in future events, maintaining a cycle of mutual support and 

respect (Wang, 2018, pp.231). Ritual management also involves gathering necessary 

ceremonial items, such as incense, paper money, and food. Extended family and 

neighbors often assist in securing these materials, each item symbolizing specific 

cultural meanings (Xu, 2017, pp.137). Such detailed organization underscores the 

community’s commitment to upholding tradition. Funeral ceremonies require 

significant labor and time, especially in setup and clean-upp.Volunteers often take on 

these tasks, ensuring a smooth process and honoring community values of shared 

responsibility (Lin, 2016, pp.104). The careful allocation of time for each ceremony 

reflects the importance placed on each ritual step, in line with established customs 

(Chen, 2019, pp.92). Through communal contributions and mutual support, the 

resource allocation process demonstrates the interconnectedness of social bonds in 

Dafang County. 

 The cultural and religious significance of funerals in Dafang County underpins 

ritual management. Funerals serve not only as acts of respect but as affirmations of 
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community values, aligning with cultural heritage and reinforcing ancestral respect 

(Xu, 2017, pp.140). Elders, ritual specialists, and community leaders work closely to 

ensure that each ceremony element respects tradition, preserving local cultural 

identity (Wang, 2018, pp.235). This accuracy strengthens continuity and collective 

memory within the community (Li, 2020, pp.60). Taoist and Buddhist priests guide 

the family through rites that fulfill spiritual obligations, ensuring the deceased is 

honored according to religious belief (Chen, 2019, pp.93). This adherence to spiritual 

practices underscores the connection between ritual and community values (Lin, 

2016, pp.106). While tradition remains strong, modern influences, such as shorter 

ceremonies or digital announcements, are sometimes incorporated carefully to meet 

practical needs (Zhang, 2018, pp.120). These adaptations maintain ritual integrity 

while acknowledging changing social dynamics. The careful balance between 

tradition and adaptation ensures that Dafang County’s funeral practices maintain 

cultural depth and relevance. 

 Ritual management in Dafang County promotes community integration and 

strengthens collective identity. Funeral ceremonies serve as communal events where 

social bonds and community values are reinforced through collective action (Xu, 

2017, pp.142). Community members share responsibilities, from financial 

contributions to practical support, reflecting a shared commitment to support each 

other in times of need (Li, 2020, pp.63). This sense of duty reinforces 

interdependence and collective identity (Zhang, 2018, pp.123). By participating in 

shared traditions, community members reaffirm their cultural identity, which fosters a 

sense of belonging (Wang, 2018, pp.237). Funeral ceremonies serve as important 

events for reinforcing unity and cultural continuity. Funerals are educational 

experiences for younger generations, exposing them to the significance of cultural 

values like filial piety and mutual respect (Chen, 2019, pp.95). These shared 

experiences ensure that values are passed down, promoting cultural resilience. In 

Dafang County, funerals are not only personal rites but also community affairs that 

bring people together in solidarity, emphasizing collective values. 

 Although ritual management in Dafang County relies on tradition, families 

increasingly navigate modern challenges, adapting practices where needed to balance 

cultural continuity with practical concerns (Xu, 2017, pp.145). Financial limitations 

lead some families to reduce the scale of ceremonies or omit non-essential elements. 

This adaptation reflects a practical response while respecting the core traditions (Li, 

2020, pp.65). As more individuals migrate to urban areas, family members often 

coordinate funeral arrangements remotely, with community members playing a larger 

role locally (Lin, 2016, pp.108). This shift underscores the flexibility of ritual 

management within changing demographics. The use of modern conveniences, such 

as ready-made offerings, demonstrates a cautious balance between tradition and 

practicality (Wang, 2018, pp.239). These adaptations acknowledge the realities of 

contemporary life while preserving the ceremonial essence. This adaptability allows 

Dafang County’s funeral traditions to remain relevant, honoring the past while 

accommodating the present. 

 1.The Role of Ritual Managers and Key Participants 

 Ritual managers, often community elders, religious leaders, or specialized 

ritual experts, are central to ensuring the smooth execution of funeral ceremonies. 

Their responsibilities include not only managing the sequence of events but also 
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guiding participants through culturally appropriate expressions of grief and 

remembrance (Bell, 1997, pp.12). According to Liu (2023, pp.16), in the Dafang 

region of China, the “nzymo” or ritual supervisors are highly respected figures who 

ensure that every symbolic gesture, verbal expression, and ceremonial act align with 

deeply rooted cultural expectations. This alignment is crucial, as any deviation from 

the expected ritual norms may lead to social tension and a loss of legitimacy for the 

ceremony. Similarly, ritual managers must also consider the psychological well-being 

of participants, as the funeral environment can be emotionally charged, making 

sensitive management essential. 

 Ritual management also involves the orchestration of roles and duties assigned 

to various participants, such as family members, close kin, and external community 

members. In traditional Chinese funeral rituals, for example, family members of the 

deceased are expected to take on specific roles that signify their relationship to the 

deceased and the kinship hierarchy (Li, 2018, pp.92). In this context, ritual managers 

must mediate between conflicting expectations and navigate the complex 

interpersonal dynamics that may arise during the ceremony. For instance, a son or 

daughter may be required to perform elaborate rites to demonstrate filial piety, while 

the maternal relatives (if present) must be accorded a position of honor that 

acknowledges their familial connection to the deceased. 

 Ritual managers must also coordinate with external participants, including 

neighbors, religious figures, and community organizations, to ensure the seamless 

execution of the ceremony. These external participants play critical roles in providing 

logistical support, such as organizing the funeral space, preparing offerings, or 

arranging transportation for mourners. Additionally, religious leaders often 

collaborate closely with ritual managers to perform sacred rites, such as prayers, 

chanting, or ancestral offerings, which align with the spiritual beliefs of the 

community (Sumiala, 2013, pp.54). In more complex ceremonies involving multiple 

religious or cultural traditions, ritual managers are tasked with integrating diverse 

practices in a way that respects all participants while maintaining coherence in the 

overall structure of the ritual. For example, in multicultural regions, funeral 

ceremonies may incorporate elements from different faiths, requiring ritual managers 

to act as mediators who balance tradition with inclusivity (Ramos et al., 2020, pp.45). 

Through effective coordination of these roles, ritual managers help foster a sense of 

unity and collective purpose among participants, transforming the funeral from a 

somber event into a meaningful act of community solidarity. This comprehensive 

approach to ritual management ensures that all participants, regardless of their 

specific roles, contribute to the emotional and cultural significance of the ceremony. 
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 2.Symbolic and Structural Considerations in Ritual Management 

 The symbolism embedded in ritual practices and the structural arrangement of 

participants are two essential aspects that ritual managers must carefully coordinate. 

Symbols such as floral arrangements, specific attire, and even the placement of 

objects hold deep cultural meaning and are crucial in conveying respect, social status, 

and community solidarity (Sumiala, 2013, pp.68). According to Sumiala (2013, 

pp.72), these symbolic elements must be managed meticulously to avoid 

misinterpretations or unintended offense. For example, the choice of colors in funeral 

attire—such as the traditional use of white for mourning in Chinese culture—signifies 

purity and respect, whereas using alternative colors might be seen as a cultural 

transgression. 

 Furthermore, the structural arrangement of participants, including seating 

positions and the order of speaking, is an important element that reflects and 

reinforces the existing social hierarchy. As Yang and Zhang (2012, pp.47) point out, 

seating arrangements and speaking orders in Dafang funeral ceremonies are carefully 

managed to reflect the relative status of kinship groups, with higher-status individuals 

occupying central positions and playing more prominent roles in the ritual. This 

structural arrangement is not just a matter of protocol but serves to visibly manifest 

the social order, making the ritual a microcosm of the larger community structure. 

 3.Managing Temporal and Spatial Elements 

 The timing and spatial configuration of funeral rituals are equally crucial 

aspects of ritual management. As noted by Pine (1989), timing is often dictated by a 

combination of cultural taboos, astrological considerations, and logistical constraints. 

In the Dafang region, for instance, the choice of an auspicious time for the burial is 

paramount, as it is believed to affect the deceased’s journey to the afterlife and the 

future well-being of the family (Xue, 2003, pp.94). Ritual managers must therefore 

balance traditional temporal constraints with modern considerations, such as the 

availability of family members who may need to travel from urban areas. 

 Spatial management is another critical component, as the layout of the 

ceremonial space, the positioning of the coffin, and the distribution of participants 

must all be arranged to create a conducive environment for both ritual efficacy and 

emotional support. The ceremonial space serves as a physical manifestation of the 

boundary between life and death, and its configuration must facilitate the appropriate 

flow of symbolic actions, such as the procession of mourners and the offering of final 

tributes (Tilley, 1994). In this sense, the spatial organization is not merely a backdrop 

but an integral element that shapes the entire experience of the ritual. 

 4.Adapting Ritual Management to Contemporary Societal Changes 

 In contemporary society, rapid urbanization, changing family structures, and 

shifting cultural values pose new challenges to traditional ritual management. For 

instance, the migration of younger generations to urban areas has disrupted traditional 

kinship networks, making it difficult to assemble the full complement of family 

members required for traditional ceremonies (Ramos et al., 2020, pp.77). Ritual 

managers must adapt to these changes by finding innovative ways to maintain the 

integrity of the ritual while accommodating modern realities. One solution has been 

the increased use of technology, such as live-streaming funeral ceremonies to allow 

geographically dispersed family members to participate virtually (Boellstorff et al., 

2012, pp.65). 
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 Furthermore, as social norms around death and mourning evolve, ritual 

managers are increasingly called upon to balance tradition with individual 

preferences. This may involve modifying certain ritual elements to be less rigid or 

more inclusive, allowing for personal expressions of grief that may not strictly 

conform to traditional norms (Haverinen, 2014, pp.43). For example, in some modern 

funerals, participants may choose to incorporate personalized music, poetry, or visual 

tributes, which can enhance the emotional impact of the ceremony while still adhering 

to the overall ritual structure. 

 5.The Impact of Effective Ritual Management on Community Cohesion 

 Effective ritual management can significantly enhance the social and 

emotional impact of funeral ceremonies. When managed well, rituals not only honor 

the deceased but also strengthen the bonds among the living, providing a space for 

collective mourning and emotional support (Turner, 1995, pp.93). This is particularly 

important in multicultural or multi-ethnic communities, where ritual managers must 

navigate diverse cultural expectations and find common ground that respects all 

participants’ values (Ritchie, 2001, pp.98). A well-managed funeral ritual thus serves 

as a focal point for reinforcing community solidarity, reaffirming shared values, and 

facilitating the emotional healing of participants. 

 By contrast, poorly managed rituals can lead to conflict, misunderstandings, 

and emotional distress. For instance, if the ritual manager fails to accommodate the 

expectations of key participants, such as family elders or influential community 

members, the ritual may be perceived as inauthentic or disrespectful, undermining its 

social function (Ouseley, 2001, pp.109). In extreme cases, mismanagement can lead 

to the alienation of certain family members or even result in public disputes, 

highlighting the delicate nature of ritual management and its far-reaching 

implications. 

 Ritual management is a complex and multifaceted process that encompasses 

the orchestration of symbolic elements, social roles, and temporal-spatial 

configurations to create meaningful and socially significant funeral ceremonies. As 

modern societies continue to change, ritual managers must adapt their strategies to 

balance tradition with contemporary realities. Effective management can enhance the 

social cohesion and emotional impact of the ritual, ensuring that funeral ceremonies 

continue to serve as powerful expressions of cultural values and community 

solidarity. 

 The interviewees highlighted that effective ritual management is essential for 

maintaining the structure and flow of funeral ceremonies. Ritual managers and key 

participants play pivotal roles in ensuring that rituals are performed correctly and 

respectfully, upholding community values, and facilitating participation. Ritual 

managers are usually individuals with deep knowledge of traditional practices, often 

senior family members or professional ritual leaders. They oversee the proceedings, 

guide participants in their roles, and handle any unexpected disruptions. The symbolic 

aspects of ritual management, such as the arrangement of objects and spaces, are also 

crucial in conveying respect for the deceased and the family’s status. Adaptation to 

contemporary changes, such as urban settings or time constraints, requires ritual 

managers to be flexible while preserving core traditions. Example Interview Quotes: 
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 “The head ritual manager is like the director of a play—everything depends on 

their ability to coordinate and make decisions.”  

                                                                                                                           (Interviewee 7) 

 “When we moved to the city, we had to change some aspects of our rituals, 

but we made sure to keep the core elements intact.”  

(Interviewee 15) 

 

 “Without a good ritual manager, the ceremony can feel chaotic and lose its 

meaning.”  

                                                                                                                            (Interviewee 22) 

 

 Effective ritual management involves balancing traditional practices with the 

needs of the community. By ensuring smooth execution and appropriate adaptation to 

changing contexts, ritual managers help preserve the ritual’s symbolic value and 

promote social cohesion. 

 

Social Structures and Participant Roles in Rituals 

 Rituals, particularly those surrounding death and mourning, serve as a 

powerful mechanism for reinforcing social structures and expressing the 

interrelationships within a community. The roles assumed by participants in these 

rituals are more than just symbolic—they actively shape and are shaped by social 

hierarchies, kinship networks, and community values. This section delves into the 

intricacies of social structures and participant roles within funeral rituals, examining 

how these dynamics impact the overall execution and meaning of the ceremonies.  

 1.Social Hierarchies and Kinship Networks 

 One of the most fundamental aspects of social structure in rituals is the 

hierarchy established by kinship networks. Funeral rituals often serve as a 

manifestation of these hierarchies, making visible the social status, familial 

obligations, and power dynamics within the community (Bell, 1997, pp.87). In the 

Dafang region of China, for example, the role of maternal kin is highly emphasized 

during funeral rituals. Maternal relatives often take precedence in funeral processions 

and occupy a place of honor, which symbolically reinforces their position within the 

extended family network (Li, 2018). This prioritization of the maternal family reflects 

a deep-rooted cultural belief that maternal kin are the rightful guardians of family 

values and protectors of the deceased’s spiritual well-being. 

 The positioning of different kinship groups within the ritual space further 

underscores the existing social hierarchy. As Yang and Zhang (2012, pp.82) explain, 

the ritual arrangement in traditional Chinese funerals places the eldest son and other 

male relatives in prominent positions, symbolizing their responsibility for continuing 

the family lineage and honoring ancestral traditions. Women, by contrast, often play 

secondary roles, highlighting the gendered nature of these social structures. Such 

arrangements are not merely ceremonial but serve to reinforce the established social 

order and communicate the responsibilities of each family member. 

 In Western societies, funerals also reflect and reinforce social hierarchies, 

albeit in different ways. For instance, the order in which family members are seated or 

called upon to speak during a memorial service often correlates with their social 
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standing or closeness to the deceased (Walter, 1994, pp.51). This structured 

arrangement dictates not only the physical space within the ceremony but also the 

social space occupied by each participant. The ritual, therefore, becomes a stage on 

which the community’s values and social hierarchies are performed and reaffirmed. 

 In addition to kinship-based hierarchies, funeral rituals often reflect broader 

societal structures, including class distinctions, religious affiliations, and community 

status. In many cultures, wealth and social prestige can influence the scale and 

grandeur of the funeral ceremony, with affluent families organizing more elaborate 

rituals that symbolize their higher status within the community (Haverinen, 2014, 

pp.92). This is evident in urban areas of China, where some families commission 

ornate decorations, hire professional mourners, and arrange extensive feasts to honor 

the deceased and publicly display their social standing (Xiang, 2019, pp.49). 

Similarly, religious affiliations can shape the structure of funeral rituals, with 

religious leaders assuming key roles and certain faith-based practices dictating the 

order of events. In these contexts, ritual managers must balance the diverse 

expectations tied to social class, religion, and kinship networks, ensuring that the 

ceremony not only meets cultural standards but also conveys appropriate respect for 

the deceased’s social identity. Through this multifaceted arrangement, funeral rituals 

become a powerful tool for articulating and preserving both individual family legacies 

and the broader social fabric in which they are embedded. 

 

 2.Participant Roles and Ritual Responsibilities 

 The roles that individuals assume in funeral rituals are crucial in 

understanding the interplay between social structure and ritual meaning. Ritual 

participants typically include family members, ritual specialists (such as priests or 

religious leaders), and broader community members, each of whom contributes to the 

ceremony in a manner that reflects their social status and relationship to the deceased 

(Bell, 1992, pp.93).  

 -Family Members: Family members, particularly those in the immediate 

family, are often the primary participants in funeral ceremonies. Their roles are 

typically defined by their relationship to the deceased, with spouses, children, and 

siblings assuming central responsibilities, such as organizing the ceremony, 

performing ritualized expressions of grief, and making decisions about the ceremonial 

details (Sumiala, 2013). In traditional Chinese funerals, for instance, the eldest son is 

usually tasked with leading the funeral procession and offering sacrifices to the 

deceased, symbolizing his role as the successor of the family line (Liu, 2023, pp.45). 

These responsibilities are not only a reflection of familial piety but also a means of 

maintaining the family’s honor and social standing within the community. 

 -Maternal Kin and Extended Relatives: The role of extended family members, 

such as aunts, uncles, and cousins, is often defined by their closeness to the deceased 

and their position within the larger kinship network. In the Dafang region, maternal 

relatives hold a unique status, as they are seen as protectors of the deceased’s spirit 

and are expected to play a prominent role in mourning rituals (Li, 2018, pp.49). The 

emphasis on maternal kin is a reflection of traditional beliefs that maternal bloodlines 

have a stronger spiritual influence, a notion that guides the organization of participant 

roles within the ceremony. 
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 -Ritual Specialists and Community Leaders: Ritual specialists, such as priests, 

shamans, or professional mourners, are responsible for guiding the ceremony and 

ensuring that it adheres to the prescribed ritual norms. Their role is both practical and 

symbolic, as they act as intermediaries between the living and the spiritual realm. 

According to Turner (1969, pp.89), these specialists possess a form of “ritual power” 

that legitimizes the ceremony and imbues it with cultural meaning. Their presence and 

actions serve to reinforce the sanctity of the ritual space and ensure that the ceremony 

proceeds in a manner that is culturally appropriate and spiritually effective. 

 Community leaders and local politicians may also take on important roles, 

particularly in public funerals or in societies where political and social structures are 

closely intertwined (Ouseley, 2001, pp.72). Their participation can lend the ceremony 

an additional layer of legitimacy and signify the community’s collective 

acknowledgment of the deceased’s social contributions. This dynamic is particularly 

evident in urban communities, where funeral ceremonies often serve as a platform for 

political and social leaders to demonstrate their support for the family and the broader 

community. 

 -Broader Community Members: The participation of broader community 

members in funeral rituals serves to reaffirm communal bonds and collective values. 

In traditional societies, community members often contribute to the funeral 

arrangements, provide support for the grieving family, and participate in the mourning 

process. Their involvement is a demonstration of communal solidarity and a 

recognition of the interconnectedness of social relationships (Ritchie, 2001, pp.67). In 

the Dafang region, for example, community members often act as witnesses to the 

various stages of the funeral, providing a form of social validation for the ritual 

proceedings (Yang & Wang, 2004). 

 3.Ritual Roles as a Reflection of Social Norms and Values 

 The roles assumed by ritual participants are not merely functional but serve as 

a reflection of broader social norms and values. According to Pine (1989), the 

designation of roles in a ritual context mirrors the social order and communicates the 

expected behavior and responsibilities of each participant. This mirroring effect is 

particularly evident in how grief is expressed and managed. For instance, in 

traditional Chinese funerals, public displays of grief by family members are not only 

tolerated but encouraged, as they symbolize the family’s respect and devotion to the 

deceased (Xue, 2003). By contrast, in some Western contexts, excessive displays of 

emotion may be seen as socially inappropriate, reflecting different cultural norms 

surrounding death and mourning. 

 The management of ritual roles also has implications for social cohesion. As 

Sumiala (2013, pp.99) notes, the successful execution of participant roles can enhance 

the ritual’s ability to bring people together, creating a sense of shared identity and 

purpose. However, when roles are mismanaged or participants fail to adhere to their 

expected roles, the ritual can lose its symbolic power, leading to social fragmentation 

and discord. 

 4.Adapting Participant Roles to Contemporary Changes 

 As societies become increasingly diverse and globalized, traditional 

participant roles in funeral rituals are also evolving. Urbanization, migration, and the 

rise of individualized forms of mourning have challenged the conventional roles of 

family members, ritual specialists, and community leaders (Boellstorff et al., 2012, 
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pp.66). For example, in multicultural societies, funeral ceremonies may need to 

incorporate diverse religious and cultural practices, leading to the creation of new 

roles for interfaith leaders or cultural mediators who can bridge the gap between 

different traditions (Ramos et al., 2020, pp.99). 

 Furthermore, the use of technology has introduced new roles, such as virtual 

participants and digital mourners, who contribute to the ceremony through online 

platforms (Haverinen, 2014). These changes reflect broader shifts in social norms and 

highlight the need for ritual managers to adapt participant roles to ensure that the 

ceremony remains meaningful and relevant in a rapidly changing world. 

 Understanding the social structures and participant roles within funeral rituals 

is essential for comprehending how these ceremonies function as both social and 

cultural phenomena. By analyzing the roles of family members, ritual specialists, 

community leaders, and broader community members, we gain insight into the 

complex interplay between social status, kinship, and cultural values. As societies 

continue to change, the adaptation of these roles will be crucial for maintaining the 

significance and impact of funeral rituals in the modern world. 

 The interviewees emphasized that participant roles in funeral rituals reflect the 

social structure and hierarchies of the community. Each participant has specific 

responsibilities, which are determined by their relationship to the deceased and their 

position within the family or community. Family members, maternal kin, extended 

relatives, ritual specialists, community leaders, and broader community members each 

have distinct roles and responsibilities. These roles are influenced by social norms and 

the status of the deceased. For example, family members are typically involved in the 

most intimate aspects of the rituals, while community leaders often preside over 

public segments. Ritual roles serve as a reflection of social values, emphasizing 

respect, hierarchy, and mutual support. Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “The eldest son always has the most significant role in leading the rituals—it’s 

a matter of respect and tradition.”  

(Interviewee 3) 

 

 “We have a hierarchy that everyone understands, and that’s what keeps things 

organized.”  

(Interviewee 11) 

 

 “Even distant relatives have specific roles, and it’s seen as disrespectful if they 

don’t fulfill them.”  

(Interviewee 20) 

 

 The structure of participant roles in funeral rituals mirrors the community’s 

social hierarchies and values. Each role is essential to the ritual’s execution and 

symbolic meaning, contributing to the reinforcement of social norms and familial ties. 
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Managing Temporal and Spatial Aspects of Rituals 

 Rituals, especially funeral ceremonies, are complex social events that are 

structured through both temporal and spatial dimensions. Understanding the 

management of these aspects is crucial to comprehending how rituals create meaning, 

facilitate social cohesion, and communicate values within a community. In this 

section, we explore the temporal and spatial management of funeral rituals, focusing 

on how these elements are adapted, organized, and symbolically loaded to reflect 

social hierarchies, community values, and the emotional needs of participants. 

 1.Temporal Dimensions of Rituals 

 Time plays a significant role in structuring rituals and providing meaning to 

ceremonial activities. In traditional societies, funeral rituals are often dictated by 

specific temporal frameworks that are tied to cultural beliefs about death and the 

afterlife (Bell, 1997, pp.44). The timing of various rituals, such as the initial mourning 

period, the final rites, and subsequent commemorations, is carefully regulated to 

ensure that the transition of the deceased from the world of the living to the ancestral 

realm is conducted properly (Liang, 2021, pp.67). Each temporal stage of the ritual 

carries symbolic weight, reflecting the community’s perceptions of life, death, and the 

cyclical nature of existence. 

 -Sequential Organization of Ritual Events: Funeral rituals are typically 

organized into distinct temporal phases, each with its own set of prescribed activities. 

According to Turner (1969, pp.11), these phases often include separation, transition, 

and incorporation, mirroring the journey of the deceased and the emotional journey of 

the bereaved. For instance, the initial separation phase may involve rituals that signify 

the deceased’s departure from the living world, such as the washing of the body and 

the wearing of mourning attire by close relatives. The transition phase, which often 

involves a public ceremony, symbolizes the deceased’s journey to the afterlife. 

Finally, the incorporation phase, marked by rituals such as ancestor worship or 

periodic memorial services, reintegrates the deceased into the community’s collective 

memory. 

 The sequential nature of these phases serves to guide participants through the 

mourning process, providing a structured framework for emotional expression and 

social interaction. By managing the timing of these events, ritual organizers can 

ensure that the ceremony aligns with cultural expectations and facilitates the healing 

process for the bereaved (Sumiala, 2013, pp.17). 

 -Temporal Flexibility and Adaptation: While many traditional funeral rituals 

are governed by rigid temporal structures, modern adaptations have introduced greater 

flexibility in response to changing social dynamics. In urbanized and multicultural 

societies, where participants may have diverse cultural and religious backgrounds, the 

scheduling of funeral events often requires negotiation and adjustment (Boellstorff et 

al., 2012). For example, in the Dafang region, the traditional requirement to mourn for 

100 days has been shortened or modified to accommodate the busy schedules of urban 

dwellers. This temporal flexibility allows the ritual to remain meaningful while 

adapting to contemporary lifestyles. 

Additionally, the introduction of digital technologies has transformed the 

temporal aspects of rituals. Virtual memorials and online mourning platforms allow 
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participants to engage with the ceremony asynchronously, enabling those who cannot 

attend in person to take part at a time that suits them (Haverinen, 2014). This temporal 

adaptability not only expands the reach of the ceremony but also introduces new 

forms of temporal participation, such as “virtual vigils” and online anniversary 

commemorations. 

 2.Spatial Management in Rituals 

 The spatial dimension of rituals is equally important in shaping the experience 

of participants and conveying symbolic meaning. Ritual spaces are often carefully 

curated to reflect the community’s values, beliefs, and social hierarchies (Bell, 1992, 

pp.51). The layout of the ritual space, the placement of participants, and the use of 

symbols within the environment all contribute to the overall impact of the ceremony. 

 -Ritual Space as a Social Stage: Ritual spaces are designed to facilitate the 

enactment of social roles and reinforce the status of participants within the 

community (Turner, 1969, pp.48). For example, in traditional Chinese funerals, the 

positioning of family members within the ritual space is highly symbolic. The eldest 

son is typically positioned at the forefront of the funeral procession, while other 

family members are arranged in descending order of importance (Li, 2018, pp.89). 

This spatial arrangement not only reflects the hierarchical nature of the family 

structure but also communicates the responsibilities of each participant in honoring 

the deceased. 

 In contrast, Western funeral services often use spatial arrangements to create a 

sense of intimacy and equality among mourners (Walter, 1994, pp.18). Seating 

arrangements are usually less formal, allowing participants to choose their positions 

based on personal relationships rather than social status. This spatial flexibility 

encourages emotional expression and fosters a sense of communal support. 

 -Spatial Symbolism and Ritual Efficacy: The use of symbolic elements within 

the ritual space enhances the efficacy of the ceremony by creating a tangible 

representation of abstract concepts. In many cultures, the ritual space is seen as a 

liminal zone that bridges the worlds of the living and the dead. The placement of 

altars, ancestral tablets, and other sacred objects serves to demarcate this space and 

imbue it with spiritual significance (Bell, 1997, pp.82). In the Dafang region, funeral 

altars are often adorned with symbolic items such as candles, incense, and paper 

offerings, which are believed to guide the spirit of the deceased to the afterlife (Li, 

2018, pp.94). 

 Spatial symbolism also extends to the broader landscape, with cemeteries and 

burial grounds serving as permanent markers of the community’s relationship with the 

deceased. As Tilley (1994, pp.68) notes, the physical location of burial sites can 

convey social status and familial ties, with prominent families often choosing elevated 

or otherwise distinguished locations for their ancestral tombs. This spatial distinction 

reinforces the family’s social standing and ensures that their legacy is preserved for 

future generations. 

 -Managing Ritual Space in Urban Environments: Urbanization has 

significantly impacted the management of ritual spaces, particularly in densely 

populated areas where space is limited. In cities like Beijing, traditional burial 

practices have been replaced by cremation and the use of columbariums to conserve 

space (Yang & Zhang, 2012). This shift has required a reimagining of the ritual space, 
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with cemeteries being designed to accommodate both traditional and modern burial 

practices. 

 In response to these spatial constraints, some communities have embraced 

innovative solutions, such as vertical cemeteries and digital memorial parks. These 

new forms of ritual space not only address practical concerns but also introduce new 

possibilities for ritual expression. For instance, digital memorial parks allow 

participants to visit virtual gravesites and leave digital offerings, creating a new type 

of ritual space that is accessible from anywhere in the world (Ramos et al., 2020, 

pp.94). 

 3.Temporal-Spatial Interplay in Rituals 

 The temporal and spatial dimensions of rituals are not independent but are 

deeply intertwined. The timing of ritual events often dictates the organization of the 

ritual space, and vice versa. For example, the placement of mourners during a funeral 

procession may change depending on the stage of the ritual, with participants moving 

from one location to another as the ceremony progresses (Turner, 1969, pp.55). 

Similarly, the temporal sequencing of ritual activities can transform the meaning of 

the ritual space, turning an ordinary room into a sacred site for the duration of the 

ceremony. 

 This interplay between time and space is particularly evident in the use of 

cemeteries as ritual spaces. The cemetery, as a permanent memorial landscape, serves 

as a temporal anchor for periodic rituals, such as annual tomb-sweeping festivals or 

anniversary memorials (Sumiala, 2013, pp.65). These recurring events reanimate the 

space, transforming it from a static site of mourning into a dynamic space of 

communal remembrance. 

 Effective management of the temporal and spatial aspects of funeral rituals is 

essential for ensuring that the ceremony fulfills its social, emotional, and symbolic 

functions. By understanding how time and space shape the experience of participants 

and influence the meaning of the ritual, organizers can create ceremonies that resonate 

deeply with the community and facilitate a meaningful engagement with the 

deceased. 

 The temporal-spatial dynamics of funeral rituals also serve to bridge the past, 

present, and future, creating a continuum of memory and tradition that binds 

participants across generations. Ritual managers often carefully orchestrate this 

interplay to align symbolic actions with significant temporal markers—such as dawn 

for beginnings or dusk for endings—imbuing the ritual with deeper meaning (Xue, 

2003). Spatial elements, such as the orientation of the coffin or the direction of 

processions, may also be aligned with cosmological beliefs, reinforcing cultural 

narratives about life, death, and the afterlife (Tilley, 1994, pp.43). For example, in 

some Chinese funerary customs, the body is positioned facing east, symbolizing 

rebirth with the rising sun, while other cultures may orient burials toward sacred 

mountains or ancestral homes, emphasizing continuity with the past. These practices 

illustrate how the manipulation of space and time within rituals creates a shared 

experience that transcends individual loss, linking the deceased with ancestral 

heritage and future generations. By carefully coordinating these dimensions, funeral 

rituals not only facilitate mourning and remembrance but also reaffirm collective 

identity and cultural continuity within the community. 
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 The interviewees discussed how managing the temporal and spatial aspects of 

rituals is crucial for maintaining the ceremony’s symbolic integrity and ensuring that 

each stage of the ritual is executed smoothly. Rituals are typically divided into 

sequential events that are carefully timed to correspond with symbolic meanings, such 

as the journey of the deceased’s soul. Flexibility is sometimes necessary to 

accommodate modern lifestyles or urban settings, but ritual leaders strive to maintain 

temporal continuity. Spatial management is equally important, with each area of the 

ritual space designated for specific activities. Urbanization has posed challenges, but 

creative adaptations, such as using temporary spaces, have been implemented. 

Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “We have a set sequence of events, and any deviation from that can disrupt the 

entire ceremony’s flow.”  

(Interviewee 8) 

 “Finding space in a city is difficult, so we often use multipurpose areas, but 

we still try to make it as traditional as possible.”  

(Interviewee 14) 

 

 “Each area of the ritual space has its own significance, and we have to be 

careful not to mix things upp.”  

(Interviewee 27) 

 

 Managing the temporal and spatial aspects of rituals is essential for preserving 

their symbolic meaning and ensuring smooth execution. Adaptations are sometimes 

necessary, but they must be handled with care to maintain the ritual’s core values and 

significance. 

 

Psychological and Emotional Dynamics in Funeral Rituals 

 Funeral rituals, deeply embedded in the cultural fabric of societies, serve not 

only as ceremonies for honoring the deceased but also as structured processes for 

managing the psychological and emotional responses of the bereaved. This section 

explores the psychological and emotional dynamics present during funeral rituals, 

examining how these ceremonies provide a framework for expressing grief, 

processing loss, and facilitating emotional healing. We delve into the symbolic 

expressions of emotions, the psychological impact of ritual participation, and the 

ways in which funeral ceremonies influence the emotional well-being of individuals 

and communities. 

 1.Psychological Significance of Rituals in Grief Processing 

 Funeral rituals are designed to address the psychological turmoil that 

accompanies the loss of a loved one. They provide a structured setting for the 

bereaved to express their emotions, confront their grief, and begin the process of 

emotional healing (Walter, 1994, pp.33). The psychological significance of rituals lies 

in their ability to transform abstract feelings of loss into tangible actions, such as 

mourning behaviors, symbolic offerings, and verbal expressions of sorrow (Bell, 



 

 

 
113 

 

1997, pp.43). These ritualized actions serve as psychological anchors, helping 

individuals navigate the chaotic emotions that often accompany bereavement. 

 -Structured Expression of Grief: Grief is a complex emotional state 

characterized by sadness, anger, confusion, and a deep sense of loss (Amato, 2001, 

pp.71). Funeral rituals provide a culturally sanctioned space for expressing these 

emotions in a socially acceptable manner. For instance, in traditional Chinese 

funerals, wailing and weeping are not only permitted but encouraged as appropriate 

expressions of grief (Li, 2018, pp.37). These outward displays of emotion allow 

mourners to release their inner turmoil and share their sorrow with the community, 

thereby validating their feelings and fostering a sense of shared emotional experience 

(Sumiala, 2013, pp.51). 

 In contrast, Western funerals often emphasize quiet mourning and stoic 

expressions of grief, reflecting cultural norms that value emotional restraint (Walter, 

1994, pp.91). This difference in emotional expression highlights the role of cultural 

expectations in shaping the psychological experience of grief. Regardless of the 

cultural context, however, the ritual structure of funerals—comprising eulogies, 

prayers, and moments of silence—serves as a therapeutic process that guides 

mourners through the stages of grieving (Kubler-Ross, 1969, pp.54). 

 -Rituals as Transitional Mechanisms: Rituals act as transitional mechanisms 

that facilitate the psychological shift from loss to acceptance. Victor Turner (1969, 

pp.81) refers to this as the “liminal phase,” wherein participants are temporarily 

removed from their ordinary roles and placed in a ritual state that allows them to 

reconfigure their emotional identities. During the liminal phase, the bereaved are able 

to express emotions that might be suppressed in everyday life, such as profound 

sadness or even anger towards the deceased (Turner, 1969, pp.77). By participating in 

the symbolic actions of the ritual, mourners are able to externalize these feelings, 

making it easier to process and ultimately accept the reality of loss. 

 In the Dafang region, for example, funeral ceremonies involve a ritual called 

“raising the spirit,” where mourners express intense emotions by performing 

exaggerated gestures of grief, such as tearing their clothes or throwing themselves to 

the ground (Yang & Zhang, 2012, pp.36). This dramatic display of sorrow serves a 

dual function: it honors the deceased and provides a psychological outlet for the 

bereaved, enabling them to experience and eventually move past their grief. 

 2.Emotional Impact of Funeral Rituals on Participants 

 The emotional impact of funeral rituals extends beyond the immediate 

experience of grief, influencing the long-term emotional health and well-being of 

participants. The role of rituals in managing emotions is closely tied to their ability to 

create a sense of continuity, offer emotional support, and restore a sense of order and 

meaning in the aftermath of loss (Bell, 1992, pp.47). 

 -Emotional Catharsis and Community Support: Funeral rituals often serve as a 

form of emotional catharsis, allowing participants to express feelings that might 

otherwise remain suppressed. This cathartic release is facilitated by the communal 

nature of the ceremony, where mourners can share their sorrow with others who are 

experiencing similar emotions. According to Boellstorff et al. (2012, pp.38), the 

communal context of funeral rituals helps alleviate feelings of isolation and loneliness 

that are common during bereavement, providing emotional support and fostering a 

sense of solidarity among participants. 
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 In many cultures, the communal sharing of grief is symbolized by collective 

actions, such as lighting candles, sharing food, or participating in communal chants 

and prayers (Haverinen, 2014, pp.69). These shared rituals reinforce the emotional 

bonds between participants, creating a temporary sense of unity that can help mitigate 

the emotional burden of grief. In the Dafang region, for example, the act of placing 

offerings on the ancestral altar is performed by all family members, symbolizing their 

shared responsibility to honor the deceased and support one another through the 

mourning process (Li, 2018, pp.59). 

 -Long-term Emotional Effects of Ritual Participation: While the immediate 

emotional effects of funeral rituals are often positive, their long-term impact can vary 

depending on the individual’s relationship with the deceased and their role within the 

ceremony (Walter, 1994, pp.69). For some, participation in funeral rituals provides 

closure and a sense of peace, enabling them to integrate the loss into their emotional 

lives and move forward. For others, however, the rituals may exacerbate feelings of 

guilt, regret, or unresolved grief, particularly if they feel that they did not adequately 

honor the deceased or fulfill their ritual obligations (Walter, 1994, pp.35). 

 The emotional impact of rituals is also shaped by cultural beliefs about death 

and the afterlife. In cultures where death is seen as a transition to a better existence, 

funeral rituals are often celebratory, focusing on the joy of the deceased’s journey to 

the afterlife (Sumiala, 2013, pp.37). In these contexts, the emotional tone of the 

ceremony is more positive, and participants are encouraged to focus on feelings of 

hope and gratitude rather than sorrow. 

 3.Psychological Dynamics of Ritual Symbolism 

 The symbolic elements of funeral rituals—such as the use of specific colors, 

objects, and gestures—play a critical role in shaping the psychological experience of 

participants. Symbols serve as vessels for complex emotions and beliefs, enabling 

mourners to communicate feelings that might be difficult to articulate verbally (Bell, 

1997, pp.97). The psychological impact of these symbols is particularly evident in the 

way they evoke memory, trigger emotional responses, and facilitate the process of 

emotional integration. 

 -Symbolic Representation of Emotions: Funeral rituals often employ symbolic 

elements to represent the emotions and values associated with death and mourning. 

For example, the use of white in many Asian funeral ceremonies symbolizes purity 

and the hope for spiritual rebirth, while black in Western funerals symbolizes the 

finality of death and the gravity of loss (Yang & Zhang, 2012, pp.45). These colors 

are not merely decorative; they serve as psychological cues that influence the 

emotional state of participants, guiding them towards the appropriate emotional 

response. 

 Other symbols, such as the placement of personal items in the coffin or the 

burning of paper offerings, serve to communicate the mourner’s continued emotional 

attachment to the deceased (Bell, 1997, pp.39). These actions provide a psychological 

outlet for expressing feelings of love, regret, or forgiveness, helping the bereaved to 

process their emotions and come to terms with the loss. 

 -Ritual Objects and Psychological Continuity: Ritual objects, such as ancestral 

tablets, candles, and incense, also play a key role in maintaining the psychological 

continuity of the deceased within the community (Sumiala, 2013, pp.39). These 

objects serve as physical representations of the deceased’s presence, allowing 
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mourners to maintain a psychological connection with the deceased even after the 

funeral ceremony has ended. For example, in many cultures, the lighting of a candle 

symbolizes the continued presence of the deceased’s spirit, providing comfort to the 

bereaved and reinforcing the belief that the deceased has not been entirely lost. 

 Funeral rituals are powerful psychological and emotional tools that help 

individuals and communities navigate the complex terrain of grief and loss. By 

providing structured opportunities for emotional expression, facilitating communal 

support, and employing symbolic elements that communicate complex emotions, 

these rituals serve to manage the psychological impact of bereavement and promote 

emotional healing. Understanding the psychological and emotional dynamics of 

funeral rituals is essential for designing ceremonies that are meaningful, therapeutic, 

and culturally resonant. 

 The interviewees shared that funeral rituals play a significant role in 

addressing the psychological and emotional needs of the grieving family and 

community. Rituals provide structured ways to express grief, offer support, and 

facilitate emotional transitions. Rituals provide a safe space for emotional expression 

and communal support, enabling participants to process grief and achieve closure. 

The structured nature of the rituals helps to channel intense emotions and provide a 

sense of order. Participants often describe feeling a sense of catharsis and emotional 

relief after the rituals. The psychological dynamics of the rituals are further enhanced 

by the use of symbolic elements, which help participants connect with the deceased 

and find meaning in the loss. Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “The rituals give us a way to express what words can’t—the sadness, the loss, 

and eventually, the acceptance.”  

    (Interviewee 6) 

 

 “It’s not just about grieving; it’s about feeling supported and connected to 

others who share your pain.”  

           (Interviewee 18) 

 

 “By the end of the ritual, you feel like a weight has been lifted, even if the 

sadness is still there.”  

           (Interviewee 28) 

 

 Funeral rituals provide essential psychological and emotional support, helping 

participants process grief and find meaning. The structured nature of these ceremonies 

facilitates emotional expression, contributing to a sense of closure and communal 

solidarity. 
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Recommendations for Preserving and Adapting Funeral Rituals 

 Funeral rituals, as one of the most significant cultural practices, serve multiple 

functions in society, such as honoring the deceased, providing comfort to the 

bereaved, and reinforcing social cohesion within communities. However, in 

contemporary societies undergoing rapid changes due to globalization, migration, and 

technological advancements, traditional funeral practices are increasingly being 

challenged. This chapter discusses strategies for preserving these rituals while also 

proposing adaptations that align with modern contexts. By understanding the 

importance of funeral rituals and how they evolve, we can ensure that these cultural 

practices remain meaningful and relevant. 

 1.Understanding the Need for Preservation and Adaptation 

 Cultural practices, including funeral rituals, are deeply rooted in the history 

and identity of a community. They serve as repositories of collective memory, 

reflecting the values, beliefs, and social structures of the group (Doka, 1989, pp.56). 

However, with the growing influence of modernization and globalization, these 

practices often face pressures to either adapt or risk becoming obsolete (Haverinen, 

2014, pp.92). The challenge lies in maintaining the essence of these rituals while 

allowing them to evolve to meet the needs of changing social dynamics. 

 The necessity for adaptation arises from several factors. First, as societies 

become more diverse due to migration and globalization, funeral practices often need 

to accommodate multiple cultural perspectives and religious beliefs (Suominen, 

2009). Second, urbanization and changes in living environments have made 

traditional practices, such as elaborate burial ceremonies, difficult to sustain in 

densely populated areas (Tilley, 1994, pp.37). Third, the rise of digital technology has 

introduced new forms of mourning and memorialization, such as virtual memorials 

and online grief support groups (Boellstorff et al., 2012, pp.58). These developments 

necessitate a thoughtful approach to preserving the core elements of funeral rituals 

while allowing for flexibility in their expression. 

 Preserving the core elements of funeral rituals while adapting to contemporary 

changes requires a careful balance between tradition and innovation. Ritual managers, 

community leaders, and families must engage in an ongoing process of negotiation, 

determining which practices can be modified without compromising the ritual’s 

symbolic and cultural integrity (Ramos et al., 2020, pp.47). For instance, some 

communities have begun integrating personalized elements—such as custom eulogies, 

modern music, or multimedia tributes—within traditional frameworks to reflect the 

individuality of the deceased while maintaining ritual structure. Additionally, in 

response to environmental concerns and limited burial spaces, alternative practices 

like eco-burials and cremation have become more accepted, reflecting a shift toward 

sustainable funeral practices (Haverinen, 2014, pp.68). These adaptations illustrate 

how rituals are not static but evolve as living practices that respond to social, 

economic, and ecological realities. The challenge lies in ensuring that these new 

elements resonate with the community’s cultural values, fostering continuity across 

generations while embracing change. Through such efforts, rituals can remain 

relevant, serving not only as moments of mourning but also as spaces for reinforcing 

social bonds, collective memory, and cultural identity amidst modern transformations. 
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 2.Recommendations for Preserving Traditional Elements 

 To preserve the cultural and symbolic essence of funeral rituals, it is crucial to 

identify and maintain key elements that define their significance. The following 

recommendations aim to retain the traditional aspects of these ceremonies, ensuring 

that they continue to convey their intended meanings and serve their social functions. 

 -Emphasizing Ritual Symbolism and Structure: 

 One of the most important aspects of preserving funeral rituals is maintaining 

their symbolic structure. Rituals, as structured sequences of actions, provide a sense 

of order and continuity, especially during periods of emotional upheaval (Bell, 1997, 

pp.43). Traditional symbols, such as the use of incense, specific colors, and 

ceremonial chants, should be preserved as they carry deep meanings related to the 

community’s beliefs about death and the afterlife (Yang & Zhang, 2012, pp.38). For 

example, in Chinese funeral ceremonies, white symbolizes purity and mourning, 

while red is strictly avoided as it represents joy and celebration (Li, 2018, pp.37). 

Retaining these symbols, even if the physical space or format of the ritual changes, 

helps maintain the connection between the living and the deceased. 

 -Documenting and Recording Ritual Practices: Given the risk of cultural 

erosion, it is essential to document traditional funeral practices comprehensively. This 

can include recording oral histories, creating visual archives, and compiling detailed 

descriptions of rituals (Haverinen, 2014, pp.49). These records can serve as 

educational resources for future generations, helping them understand the significance 

of these practices and ensuring that they are not lost. Additionally, community-led 

initiatives to pass on this knowledge, such as workshops or cultural heritage 

programs, can play a pivotal role in preserving these traditions (Sumiala, 2013). 

 -Community Involvement in Ritual Preservation: Engaging community 

members in the preservation process is crucial. Rituals are not merely performances; 

they are communal acts that involve the participation of family, friends, and the 

broader community (Bell, 1992, pp.39). Encouraging active participation in funeral 

ceremonies, even as they adapt to new contexts, can help maintain a sense of 

collective identity and continuity. Community elders, in particular, play a vital role in 

transmitting ritual knowledge and should be supported in their efforts to educate 

younger generations about the cultural significance of these practices (Yang & Wang, 

2004, pp.97). 

 3.Adapting Rituals for Modern Contexts 

 While preservation is important, adaptation is equally necessary to ensure that 

funeral rituals remain relevant in contemporary society. Adaptations should be guided 

by the principle of retaining the core purpose of the ritual while allowing for 

flexibility in its execution. The following recommendations provide a framework for 

adapting funeral practices to modern contexts without compromising their symbolic 

significance. 

 Integrating Technological Innovations: Technology offers new opportunities 

for adapting traditional funeral practices. Virtual memorials, live-streamed 

ceremonies, and digital condolence books are becoming increasingly common, 

especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, which limited in-person 

gatherings (Boellstorff et al., 2012, pp.49). These digital platforms can provide a 

space for mourning and remembrance, enabling family and community members who 

are unable to attend in person to participate in the ritual. For example, in Dafang’s 
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digital memorial services, families can upload photographs and share stories, creating 

a virtual space for communal mourning (Li, 2018, pp.68). 

 However, it is important to ensure that digital adaptations do not undermine 

the emotional depth and significance of the rituals. Including traditional elements, 

such as lighting a virtual candle or reciting prayers via video call, can help bridge the 

gap between the physical and digital worlds (Haverinen, 2014, pp.48). 

 -Adapting to Urban Environments: Urbanization has posed significant 

challenges to the spatial and temporal aspects of traditional funeral practices. Limited 

space and strict regulations often make it difficult to conduct elaborate burial 

ceremonies. One solution is to develop shared community spaces, such as memorial 

parks, where rituals can be performed in a more condensed yet meaningful manner 

(Tilley, 1994, pp.44). These spaces can incorporate elements of traditional cemeteries, 

such as specific areas for ancestral worship or communal altars, while also serving as 

green spaces that contribute to urban well-being. 

 -Flexibility in Ritual Timing and Participation: Modern lifestyles often make it 

difficult for individuals to adhere to the traditional schedules of funeral rituals, which 

can span several days or even weeks. Introducing flexibility in the timing of rituals, 

such as offering condensed versions or allowing for staggered participation, can make 

it easier for people to honor their loved ones without disrupting their daily lives 

(Sumiala, 2013, pp.47). This approach is particularly relevant in multicultural 

societies, where individuals may need to balance multiple cultural and religious 

obligations. 

 4.Recommendations for Protecting and Transmitting Funeral Traditions 

 Ensuring the long-term survival of funeral traditions requires proactive 

strategies for protection and transmission. This involves not only preserving the 

rituals themselves but also fostering an environment where they can continue to 

thrive. 

 -Establishing Cultural Heritage Programs: Governments and cultural 

organizations should establish programs dedicated to the protection of intangible 

cultural heritage, including funeral rituals (Doka, 1989, pp.76). These programs can 

provide funding for research, support for community-led preservation efforts, and 

platforms for sharing knowledge about these practices. Recognizing funeral rituals as 

part of a community’s cultural heritage can also provide legal protections against their 

commercialization or misrepresentation (Li, 2018, pp.91). 

 -Encouraging Intergenerational Dialogue: Intergenerational dialogue is 

essential for passing on ritual knowledge. Creating spaces where elders can share their 

experiences and younger generations can ask questions fosters a sense of continuity 

and respect for tradition (Yang & Zhang, 2012, pp.93). Community events, 

storytelling sessions, and collaborative projects can facilitate this dialogue, ensuring 

that the wisdom and values embedded in these rituals are not lost. 

 -Promoting Awareness and Sensitivity: Finally, promoting awareness and 

sensitivity to the cultural significance of funeral rituals is crucial, especially in 

multicultural societies. Educational programs that teach the history and meaning of 

different funeral practices can help reduce misunderstandings and promote mutual 

respect among diverse cultural groups (Haverinen, 2014, pp.59). Sensitivity training 

for professionals involved in the funeral industry, such as funeral directors and grief 
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counselors, can also help ensure that these practices are conducted with the dignity 

and respect they deserve. 

 Preserving and adapting funeral rituals in the face of modern challenges is a 

complex but necessary endeavor. By maintaining the symbolic core of these practices 

while allowing for flexibility in their expression, communities can ensure that funeral 

rituals continue to serve their essential functions of honoring the deceased, providing 

emotional support, and reinforcing social bonds. Through a combination of 

preservation strategies and thoughtful adaptations, these rituals can remain 

meaningful and relevant in contemporary society. 

 The interviewees stressed the importance of preserving traditional funeral 

rituals while adapting them to meet contemporary needs. They emphasized the need 

for a balanced approach that respects core values while allowing for necessary 

changes. To preserve traditional elements, interviewees suggested documenting 

rituals and involving community members in preservation efforts. They recommended 

integrating technological innovations, such as digital memorials, to make rituals more 

accessible. Flexibility in timing and participation was also highlighted as crucial for 

accommodating modern lifestyles. Intergenerational dialogue and cultural heritage 

programs were seen as effective ways to transmit these practices to younger 

generations. Example Interview Quotes: 

 

 “We need to keep the essence of the rituals, but we also need to be realistic 

about what people can do nowadays.”  

           (Interviewee 5) 

 

 “Documenting these rituals is essential. Otherwise, future generations might 

not understand their importance.”  

           (Interviewee 13) 

 

 “Technology can help, but it shouldn’t replace the personal connections that 

make these rituals meaningful.”  

(Interviewee 23) 

 

 Preserving and adapting funeral rituals requires a thoughtful approach that 

respects tradition while embracing change. By documenting practices, involving the 

community, and using modern tools judiciously, these rituals can continue to serve as 

meaningful expressions of cultural identity and social cohesion. 
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Summary 

 This chapter explores the fourth research objective: investigating the dynamics 

of social interactions during funeral ceremonies amidst contemporary societal 

changes. 

It begins by understanding ritual management and its impact on social interactions, 

highlighting how the organization and facilitation of rituals shape participant 

experiences and engagement. Effective ritual management is crucial in ensuring that 

ceremonies adhere to traditional practices while accommodating the evolving needs 

of community members, fostering an environment of respect and continuity. 

 Next, the chapter examines social structures and participant roles in rituals, 

detailing how hierarchies and relationships dictate interactions during the ceremonies. 

By outlining specific roles assigned to family members, community leaders, and 

attendees, the analysis illustrates how these roles contribute to the overall flow and 

meaning of the rituals, reinforcing social cohesion and mutual support among 

participants. 

 The chapter also delves into managing temporal and spatial aspects of rituals, 

emphasizing how the organization of time and space influences participant behavior 

and emotional responses. Attention to these elements helps create a structured 

environment that facilitates mourning, reflection, and connection among attendees. 

 Additionally, the chapter also emphasizes the importance of engaging younger 

generations in the process of preserving and adapting funeral rituals. It suggests that 

incorporating contemporary elements, such as digital participation or community 

discussions about the meaning and significance of these rituals, can foster a greater 

understanding and appreciation among younger community members. This 

engagement is essential to ensure that traditional practices are not only maintained but 

also evolve in ways that resonate with modern societal values and lifestyles. 

 Moreover, the chapter highlights the need for community dialogue regarding 

the expectations and emotional experiences surrounding funeral rituals. By facilitating 

open conversations about grief, loss, and the cultural significance of these practices, 

communities can strengthen the emotional and social bonds that are often reinforced 

during such ceremonies. This approach not only enhances the collective experience 

but also promotes mental well-being among participants by validating their feelings 

and creating a supportive environment for mourning. Additionally, the chapter 

underscores the role of local leaders and ritual managers in guiding these adaptations, 

ensuring that changes remain respectful of cultural traditions while also addressing 

the diverse needs of community members. Their leadership is vital in balancing 

continuity and innovation, fostering an environment where rituals can be both sacred 

and inclusive. 

 In conclusion, this chapter provides a thorough exploration of the dynamics of 

social interactions in funeral ceremonies, demonstrating how effective ritual 

management can enhance participant experiences amidst contemporary changes. By 

focusing on understanding, adaptation, and community engagement, the findings offer 

valuable insights into maintaining the relevance and significance of funeral rituals in 

today’s society while preserving the cultural heritage that they embody. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSION DISCUSSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

 This chapter explores the profound role of funeral rituals in Dafang County, 

highlighting their significance beyond mere remembrance as key expressions of 

cultural identity, social cohesion, and community values. These rituals embody 

collective beliefs surrounding life, death, and transition, serving as mechanisms for 

maintaining social stability through honor, kinship, and hierarchy. Artistic elements 

like music, dance, and attire enrich these ceremonies, adding layers of symbolism and 

meaning. Social networks facilitate the preservation and transmission of these rituals, 

ensuring continuity despite the pressures of urbanization, globalization, and 

technological advancements. The findings reflect the evolving nature of funeral 

practices, which have adapted to modern realities while still honoring traditional 

customs. This chapter underscores the importance of balancing continuity with 

adaptation to preserve cultural heritage, offering practical insights for managing 

rituals that maintain emotional support, social unity, and cultural relevance in an ever-

changing world. 

 

Findings 

 The findings of this study provide insights into the multifaceted nature of 

funeral rituals in Dafang County, Bijie, Guizhou. These rituals reflect a delicate 

balance between historical traditions, artistic expressions, social networks, and 

interpersonal dynamics, all evolving amidst socioeconomic changes and 

modernization. Each section highlights the role that these rituals play in shaping 

social identity, cohesion, and cultural continuity within the community. 

 1.Historical Development and Transformation of Funeral Rituals 

 -Historical Origins of Funeral Rituals in Dafang County: 

 The funeral rituals of Dafang County have origins deeply rooted in Confucian 

ideals of filial piety, Taoist spiritual practices, and indigenous animist beliefs. These 

traditions emphasize respect for ancestors and community solidarity, reflecting the 

interconnectedness of the living and the deceased. Rituals such as the burning of joss 

paper and offerings are not only symbolic gestures but also a means to facilitate the 

soul’s transition to the afterlife, preserving ancestral blessings across generations. 

 The historical origins of funeral rituals in Dafang County reflect a rich 

tapestry of cultural practices influenced by local beliefs, social structures, and 

historical events.  The early funeral rituals in Dafang County were deeply rooted in 

indigenous beliefs and customs. These practices often involved ancestor worship, 

reflecting the community’s respect for their forebears and the belief in the continuity 

of familial bonds beyond death. Rituals typically included offerings, prayers, and 

symbolic gestures aimed at ensuring a peaceful afterlife for the deceased.  Over time, 

the funeral rituals in Dafang County began to incorporate influences from major 

religious traditions, particularly Buddhism and Daoism. The introduction of these 

religions led to the adoption of specific rites, such as chanting scriptures and 

conducting rituals to guide the deceased’s spirit. This integration enriched the existing 

practices, adding layers of spiritual significance and community involvement. The 
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historical development of funeral rituals also mirrored the social stratification within 

Dafang County. As society evolved, so did the complexity of funeral rites, which 

began to vary significantly based on the deceased’s social status. Wealthier families 

adopted elaborate ceremonies involving larger gatherings, extended mourning 

periods, and intricate rituals, while lower-status families maintained simpler practices. 

This stratification highlighted the role of funeral rituals as a means of social 

distinction and cultural expression. Historical events, such as conflicts, migrations, 

and economic changes, significantly impacted funeral rituals in Dafang County. 

During periods of upheaval, traditional practices were often modified or temporarily 

abandoned in favor of more pragmatic approaches. The influx of new populations and 

ideas also contributed to the evolution of rituals, as different cultural practices were 

blended to form a unique local identity. In recent decades, funeral rituals in Dafang 

County have undergone notable transformations, influenced by modernization and 

globalization. Traditional practices have been adapted to fit contemporary lifestyles, 

with an increasing emphasis on convenience and efficiency. While some families 

continue to adhere to traditional rites, others have adopted hybrid practices that reflect 

both local customs and modern sensibilities, such as incorporating technology and 

simplified rituals. In conclusion, the historical origins of funeral rituals in Dafang 

County reveal a complex interplay of indigenous beliefs, religious influences, social 

stratification, and historical context. These factors have shaped the evolution of 

rituals, resulting in a diverse array of practices that continue to hold significant 

meaning for the local community. The findings underscore the need for a nuanced 

understanding of how historical developments have transformed funeral rituals, 

highlighting the importance of contextual factors in shaping cultural practices 

surrounding death. 

 -Socioeconomic Factors Influencing Funeral Rituals: 

 Economic development, particularly through urbanization, has reshaped some 

aspects of funeral practices in Dafang County. While urban residents may simplify 

rituals for convenience, in rural areas, elaborate funerals remain essential in 

expressing familial and social bonds. Economic growth has also affected the material 

aspects of ceremonies, increasing expenditure on items such as funeral decorations 

and professional services, demonstrating both the community’s wealth and its 

reverence for tradition. 

 The study of funeral rituals in Dafang County reveals that socioeconomic 

factors play a pivotal role in shaping the practices and meanings associated with these 

rituals. This analysis examines key socioeconomic influences, including income 

levels, education, urbanization, cultural capital, and social networks, and how they 

affect the evolution and management of funeral rituals within the community. The 

economic status of families significantly impacts the scale and complexity of funeral 

rituals. Higher-income families often have the resources to conduct elaborate 

ceremonies, including the hiring of professional mourners, purchasing expensive 

offerings, and providing elaborate feasts for attendees. In contrast, lower-income 

families may opt for simplified rites due to financial constraints, relying on traditional 

practices that require fewer resources. This disparity highlights how income levels 

dictate not only the nature of funeral practices but also the perceived respect and 

dignity afforded to the deceased. 
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Education levels within Dafang County influence individuals’ attitudes toward 

traditional rituals. Educated individuals are more likely to seek information about the 

historical significance and cultural meanings of funeral practices. This awareness can 

lead to a revival of traditional customs or the modification of rituals to align with 

contemporary values, such as environmental sustainability. Conversely, less educated 

individuals may adhere strictly to traditional practices without questioning their 

relevance or significance in modern society, leading to a potential disconnect between 

generations.  

 The rapid urbanization of Dafang County has brought about significant 

changes in social structures and lifestyles, affecting funeral rituals. As more people 

migrate to urban areas for work, traditional community-based practices may be 

diluted, with individuals often returning to their hometowns for funerals. This shift 

can lead to a blend of urban and rural practices, as families may adopt urban 

conveniences while trying to maintain connections to their cultural heritage. 

Additionally, the time constraints associated with urban living may result in shorter, 

less elaborate funeral ceremonies. Cultural capital—defined as the non-financial 

social assets that promote social mobility—plays a critical role in shaping funeral 

practices. Families with higher cultural capital may be more inclined to participate in 

rituals that reflect their social status and community standing. Furthermore, social 

networks influence how families approach funeral management; strong community 

ties can facilitate collective participation in rituals, while fragmented social networks 

may result in more isolated experiences. The presence of influential community 

leaders or elders can also guide the conduct of funerals, impacting adherence to 

traditional practices. The socioeconomic background of families often intersects with 

their religious beliefs, shaping their approach to funeral rituals. Families with strong 

religious affiliations may emphasize specific rites associated with their faith, 

impacting the overall structure and management of the funeral. Additionally, 

economic factors may lead families to blend traditional practices with modern 

interpretations of religious rituals, creating a hybrid approach that reflects both 

adherence to tradition and adaptability to contemporary values. Local policies and 

regulations regarding funeral practices also affect how rituals are conducted. 

Government policies aimed at regulating funeral ceremonies to promote efficiency, 

reduce waste, or minimize environmental impact can influence family decisions 

regarding the scale and nature of the rituals. Families may adjust their practices to 

comply with these regulations, leading to shifts in traditional rituals and the 

emergence of new forms of expression. 

 In conclusion, socioeconomic factors significantly influence funeral rituals in 

Dafang County, shaping their complexity, meaning, and practice. The interplay 

between income levels, education, urbanization, cultural capital, and social networks 

creates a dynamic landscape in which traditional customs are both preserved and 

transformed. Understanding these influences is crucial for developing effective 

strategies for managing and honoring funeral rituals in a way that respects cultural 

heritage while accommodating contemporary societal changes. Future research should 

further explore the nuances of these socioeconomic factors and their implications for 

the ongoing evolution of funeral practices within Dafang County and similar contexts. 

 -  
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Political and Cultural Influences: 

 Political shifts and government interventions have led to changes in public 

perceptions and execution of funeral rituals. Cultural policies, such as the promotion 

of simpler and more environmentally friendly rituals, have encouraged communities 

to adapt their traditions to align with broader societal norms. Despite such influences, 

the core values of ancestral reverence and community solidarity remain intact, 

showcasing the resilience of traditional practices. 

 The evolution of funeral rituals in Dafang County, China, has been profoundly 

influenced by both political and cultural factors. The political landscape of China has 

undergone significant changes, particularly during the 20th century with events such 

as the fall of the Qing Dynasty, the rise of the Republic of China, and the 

establishment of the People’s Republic of China. Each of these transitions brought 

about shifts in governance that impacted societal norms, including funeral practices. 

During periods of political upheaval, such as the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), 

traditional customs, including funeral rituals, faced severe repression as the 

government sought to eliminate “feudal” practices. Many traditional rituals were 

abandoned or modified to conform to state ideologies, leading to a loss of cultural 

heritage and the erosion of established practices. In more recent decades, the Chinese 

government has implemented various policies that directly affect funeral practices, 

including efforts to promote eco-friendly burial methods and streamline funeral 

services. These regulations encourage families to adopt simpler, more efficient 

practices, often prioritizing environmental concerns over traditional elaborate 

ceremonies. The influence of modernization policies has also led to a 

commercialization of funeral services, with private enterprises entering the sector. 

This commercialization has changed the dynamics of how funerals are organized, 

emphasizing efficiency and standardization over individual family customs. 

 The cultural backdrop of Dafang County is rooted in rich traditions and beliefs 

regarding death and the afterlife. Indigenous practices, often characterized by ancestor 

worship and specific rituals designed to honor the deceased, formed the foundation of 

funeral customs. These practices emphasized the importance of maintaining 

connections with ancestors, reflecting deep-seated cultural values around familial 

bonds and social cohesion. Over time, the integration of Confucianism, Buddhism, 

and Daoism has enriched the cultural fabric of funeral rituals. These religious 

influences introduced various rites, such as chanting, rituals for guiding the spirit, and 

specific mourning periods, thus adding complexity and depth to the traditional 

practices. Cultural influences also drive the adaptation of funeral rituals in response to 

changing societal values. For example, as younger generations become more educated 

and exposed to global cultures, they may challenge traditional practices, opting for 

more simplified or hybrid approaches that reflect modern sensibilities while still 

honoring cultural heritage. The blending of traditional and contemporary practices can 

be observed in the incorporation of modern elements, such as digital memorials or 

online condolence platforms, which cater to an increasingly urban and connected 

society. This transformation highlights the ongoing negotiation between maintaining 

cultural identity and adapting to the demands of modern life. 

 The relationship between political shifts and cultural practices is complex; 

changes in governance often prompt community responses that seek to preserve or 

adapt cultural traditions. For instance, during periods of political repression, 
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communities may have turned inward, reinforcing traditional practices as a form of 

cultural resistance. Conversely, in times of relative stability and openness, 

communities might feel encouraged to innovate and adapt their rituals, incorporating 

elements that reflect both traditional values and contemporary societal expectations. 

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in traditional funeral practices 

as communities seek to reclaim their cultural heritage. This revival is often supported 

by cultural policies aimed at promoting local customs and traditions, highlighting the 

role of government in facilitating cultural preservation. Initiatives that celebrate local 

customs and encourage participation in traditional rituals serve to strengthen 

community bonds and reaffirm cultural identity, showcasing the resilience of funeral 

practices in the face of political and social changes. 

 The historical development and transformation of funeral rituals in Dafang 

County, China, are deeply intertwined with political and cultural influences. The 

interplay between governance, societal values, and cultural heritage shapes how 

communities engage with funeral practices, resulting in a dynamic landscape where 

tradition and modernity coexist. Understanding these influences is crucial for 

appreciating the complexity of funeral rituals in Dafang County and for recognizing 

their significance as expressions of cultural identity and social cohesion in a changing 

world. Future research should continue to explore these dimensions, considering the 

ongoing impacts of globalization and political shifts on local practices. 

 -Technological Advancements and Modernization: 

 The advent of technology has enabled virtual participation in funerals, 

extending the reach of these rituals to family members who cannot be physically 

present. Social media and video streaming platforms have emerged as new tools for 

preserving and sharing cultural traditions. However, these technological advances 

coexist with traditional practices, such as in-person rituals, reinforcing the 

adaptability of the community in the face of modern challenges. 

 The transformation of funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, China, has been 

significantly influenced by technological advancements and the processes of 

modernization. The rise of communication technologies, such as mobile phones and 

the internet, has transformed how families organize and conduct funeral ceremonies. 

Virtual communication allows for immediate sharing of news regarding a death, 

enabling family members and friends who may be geographically distant to 

participate in the mourning process. Social media platforms have become vital tools 

for disseminating information about funeral arrangements, sharing condolences, and 

memorializing the deceased. Online memorial pages and tribute videos can serve as 

lasting commemorations, blending traditional practices with modern digital 

expressions of grief. 

 The funeral industry in Dafang County has increasingly adopted digital 

technologies, resulting in more efficient service delivery. Online platforms allow 

families to select funeral services, plan ceremonies, and purchase necessary items, 

such as caskets or floral arrangements, with greater ease and convenience. 

Innovations such as live-streaming of funeral services have emerged, enabling those 

unable to attend in person to participate in real-time. This has expanded the reach of 

funeral ceremonies and allowed families to include a broader network of friends and 

relatives in their rituals, regardless of physical distance. Technology has also 

influenced the actual conduct of funeral rituals. For example, automated systems can 



 

 

 
126 

 

manage logistics, such as scheduling and resource allocation, ensuring that 

ceremonies run smoothly. This use of technology reduces the burden on grieving 

families, allowing them to focus on honoring their loved ones. Some families have 

begun incorporating multimedia elements into rituals, such as slideshows of 

photographs or video tributes, which can evoke shared memories and enhance the 

emotional impact of the ceremony. 

 As society in Dafang County modernizes, there is a noticeable shift from 

traditional funeral practices to more contemporary approaches. This shift often 

involves simplifying rituals, reducing the duration of ceremonies, and adopting less 

elaborate customs to fit the fast-paced nature of modern life. The influence of 

urbanization and changing lifestyles has led many families to favor convenience over 

traditional practices, resulting in a blending of old and new elements. For instance, 

some families may still include traditional rites but streamline them to accommodate 

modern sensibilities. Modernization has brought about changes in societal attitudes 

toward death and mourning. While traditional beliefs emphasize communal grieving 

and elaborate displays of mourning, contemporary perspectives may prioritize 

personal expression and individual coping mechanisms. As younger generations 

embrace different values and lifestyles, they may adapt or modify traditional rituals to 

reflect their beliefs, leading to a diversification of funeral practices. This shift 

highlights the ongoing negotiation between maintaining cultural heritage and adapting 

to modern life. The modernization of funeral services often comes with economic 

implications. Families may opt for more affordable and efficient funeral options that 

utilize technology, such as pre-packaged services or online planning tools. This can 

make funeral ceremonies more accessible to a broader segment of the population, 

particularly in light of rising costs associated with traditional ceremonies. 

Additionally, the competitive nature of the funeral industry has led to innovations 

aimed at attracting clients, such as offering customizable services that incorporate 

both traditional and modern elements, thereby catering to diverse preferences within 

the community. 

 While technology facilitates modernization, it can also serve as a means of 

preserving cultural heritage. Digital archives and online repositories of traditional 

funeral practices can help document and share local customs, ensuring that future 

generations remain connected to their cultural roots. Technology can aid in educating 

younger generations about the significance of traditional rituals, fostering an 

appreciation for their cultural heritage even as they adapt these practices to 

contemporary contexts. The integration of technology into funeral practices represents 

a balancing act between honoring tradition and embracing innovation. Families may 

find ways to incorporate modern elements into their ceremonies while still paying 

homage to cultural customs, resulting in hybrid practices that reflect both continuity 

and change. This blending of tradition and technology can create unique funeral 

experiences that resonate with community members and reflect the evolving nature of 

cultural identity in Dafang County. 

 Technological advancements and modernization have profoundly impacted the 

historical and transformational aspects of funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, 

China. As families navigate the complexities of contemporary life, they increasingly 

incorporate technology into their rituals, reshaping traditional practices while 

maintaining connections to their cultural heritage. The interplay between innovation 
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and tradition highlights the dynamic nature of funeral rituals, illustrating how cultural 

practices can evolve in response to societal changes. Future research should continue 

to explore the implications of these transformations, considering how technology will 

further influence the management and experience of funeral rituals in Dafang County 

and similar contexts. 

 -Continuity and Adaptation of Traditional Practices: 

 Despite economic, political, and technological changes, the community has 

preserved essential elements of its funeral customs. Adaptations—such as integrating 

modern transportation for processions or using urban venues for ceremonies—ensure 

that rituals remain relevant while maintaining their cultural essence. This balance 

between continuity and change exemplifies the community’s commitment to cultural 

preservation. 

 The funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, China, reflect a complex interplay 

of continuity and adaptation of traditional practices. As cultural, social, and 

technological landscapes evolve, the ways in which communities honor their deceased 

exhibit both the preservation of longstanding customs and the incorporation of new 

elements that respond to contemporary realities. Despite various external pressures 

and changes, many core elements of traditional funeral practices in Dafang County 

continue to be observed. These include rituals such as ancestor worship, offering food 

and incense to the deceased, and conducting mourning ceremonies that involve 

specific rites and communal participation. The emphasis on filial piety and respect for 

ancestors remains a fundamental aspect of these rituals, reflecting deeply ingrained 

cultural values that prioritize family ties and respect for lineage. Such continuity 

ensures that the essential meanings associated with death and mourning are preserved 

across generations. Traditional practices carry rich cultural symbolism that reinforces 

community identity and cohesion. The continuation of specific rituals, such as the use 

of particular colors, attire, and offerings, connects current practices to historical and 

cultural narratives, creating a sense of belonging and shared heritage. For instance, the 

practice of dressing the deceased in traditional clothing and incorporating symbolic 

items during the burial process reflects a commitment to honoring cultural beliefs 

about the afterlife and the journey of the spirit. 

 The funeral ceremonies in Dafang County have shown significant adaptability 

in response to modernization, urbanization, and changing social values. Families are 

increasingly blending traditional elements with modern practices to create rituals that 

resonate with contemporary lifestyles and sensibilities. For example, some families 

may incorporate technology into their funeral ceremonies, such as live-streaming 

services or creating digital memorials. This adaptation allows for greater participation 

from those unable to attend in person, thereby expanding the communal aspect of 

mourning while maintaining traditional values. The rise of new social norms and 

values, particularly among younger generations, has led to the adaptation of 

traditional funeral practices. Younger individuals may prefer simplified ceremonies 

that reflect modern life’s demands, such as shorter mourning periods and less 

elaborate rituals, while still respecting core cultural elements. The blending of 

traditional practices with contemporary preferences can also be seen in the choice of 

burial methods, where eco-friendly practices are gaining popularity alongside 

traditional interment. This shift reflects a growing awareness of environmental issues 

and an inclination toward sustainable practices within the community. Economic 
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changes have also prompted adaptations in funeral practices. The rising costs 

associated with traditional funerals have led families to seek more affordable options 

that still respect cultural traditions. This may involve simplifying certain rituals or 

utilizing less expensive materials while retaining the core elements that define the 

ceremonies. The emergence of commercial funeral services has introduced new 

dynamics, providing families with a range of options that combine traditional and 

modern practices, thus allowing them to customize ceremonies based on their 

preferences and financial constraints. 

 The ability of funeral rituals in Dafang County to adapt while maintaining 

continuity underscores the resilience of cultural practices. This resilience allows the 

community to navigate the complexities of modern life without entirely discarding 

their cultural heritage. Families often negotiate between adhering to traditional 

customs and embracing new practices, resulting in hybrid rituals that reflect both 

continuity and change. This negotiation highlights the community’s commitment to 

preserving their cultural identity while remaining open to innovation. The dialogue 

between generations plays a crucial role in shaping the continuity and adaptation of 

funeral practices. Older generations often emphasize the importance of traditional 

rituals, while younger family members may advocate for adaptations that reflect 

contemporary values. This intergenerational exchange fosters a deeper understanding 

of cultural heritage, enabling families to honor their ancestors while making rituals 

relevant to present-day realities. The process encourages respect for tradition while 

allowing for personal expression and adaptation. 

 The funeral ceremonies in Dafang County exemplify a dynamic interplay of 

continuity and adaptation, where traditional practices are both preserved and 

transformed in response to evolving social, economic, and technological contexts. The 

community’s commitment to honoring cultural heritage while embracing modern 

influences highlights the resilience and flexibility of their rituals. This analysis 

underscores the importance of understanding how continuity and adaptation coexist 

within funeral practices, providing valuable insights into the ways cultural traditions 

can thrive amidst change. Future research could further explore the implications of 

these dynamics, particularly in light of ongoing globalization and technological 

advancements affecting cultural practices in Dafang County and beyond. 

 2.Artistic Elements in Funeral Ceremonies 

 -Ritual Visual Arts: 

 Visual arts play a significant role in funeral ceremonies, with elements like 

symbolic paper crafts, calligraphy, and offerings acting as visual representations of 

the community’s cultural values. These artworks not only commemorate the deceased 

but also provide a link between the living and the spiritual realm, reinforcing 

collective memory. 

 The funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, China, are deeply embedded in 

cultural practices that express grief, honor the deceased, and reflect community 

values. A significant aspect of these ceremonies is the use of ritual visual arts, which 

encompass a variety of artistic expressions that play a crucial role in the overall 

aesthetic and symbolic framework of the funeral process.  One of the central visual 

components of funeral ceremonies is the altar, where offerings are placed. Altars are 

often adorned with symbolic items, including incense, food, paper money, and photos 

of the deceased. The arrangement of these items follows specific cultural codes and 
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rituals, creating a visually cohesive and meaningful space that serves as a focal point 

for mourning and remembrance. Colors play an essential role in the visual aesthetics 

of funerals. Traditionally, white is associated with mourning in Chinese culture, 

symbolizing purity and the cycle of life and death. Other colors, such as red, may be 

used sparingly to represent good fortune and to ward off evil spirits, creating a 

complex interplay of meanings that reflect cultural beliefs about death and the 

afterlife. Participants in funeral ceremonies often wear specific attire that reflects their 

relationship to the deceased and the cultural customs of the community. Mourning 

attire, typically in muted colors, is designed to symbolize grief and respect. In 

contrast, the deceased may be dressed in traditional clothing that holds personal 

significance, emphasizing the individual’s identity and social status. The use of ritual 

costumes can also incorporate symbolic elements, such as specific patterns or motifs 

that convey messages about the deceased’s life, social standing, or family ties. In 

Dafang County, the practice of burning paper offerings, including paper money, 

clothing, and other items, is a prevalent visual ritual. These paper crafts are intricately 

designed and often reflect the deceased’s preferences or needs in the afterlife, 

reinforcing the connection between the living and the deceased. The artistic quality of 

these paper offerings varies, with some families commissioning elaborate designs that 

enhance the visual spectacle of the ceremony. The act of burning these offerings is 

both a ritualistic practice and a visual representation of the belief in providing for the 

deceased in the afterlife. 

 The artistic elements of funeral ceremonies serve as a medium through which 

families express their grief, love, and respect for the deceased. The visual arts embody 

emotions that may be difficult to articulate, creating a powerful atmosphere of 

mourning and remembrance. The careful selection and arrangement of visual 

elements reflect the family’s values and beliefs about death, demonstrating their 

commitment to honoring their loved one according to cultural traditions. The use of 

ritual visual arts in funeral ceremonies is a strong expression of cultural identity, 

linking contemporary practices to historical and cultural narratives. Each element 

carries meanings rooted in the community’s shared beliefs and values, reinforcing a 

sense of belonging and continuity. Artistic practices related to funerals can also serve 

as a form of cultural storytelling, where the visual elements recount the life of the 

deceased and the family’s history, preserving memory through artistic expression. 

The visual arts in funeral ceremonies also symbolize the transition from life to death 

and the transformation of the deceased’s spirit. The rituals and their artistic 

representations create a visual narrative that guides participants through the mourning 

process, facilitating emotional healing and acceptance of loss. The aesthetic choices 

made in these ceremonies can reflect the evolving beliefs about life, death, and the 

afterlife, showcasing how communities adapt traditional practices in response to 

contemporary values while retaining their cultural essence. 

 Funeral ceremonies often involve collective participation from family 

members and the broader community, fostering a sense of unity and shared purpose. 

The creation and arrangement of visual arts can become a communal effort, where 

individuals contribute their skills and resources to honor the deceased collectively. 

This communal aspect enhances the visual and emotional impact of the rituals, as the 

combined efforts of the community create a rich tapestry of artistic expression that 

encapsulates the values and sentiments of the entire group. The artistic elements of 
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funeral ceremonies are often passed down through generations, reflecting a continuity 

of cultural practices. Families and communities may engage in teaching and learning 

these artistic traditions, ensuring that the visual arts remain a vital part of their cultural 

heritage. As younger generations become involved in the creation of ritual visual arts, 

they may introduce new styles or reinterpret traditional practices, fostering an 

ongoing dialogue between continuity and innovation within the community’s artistic 

expressions. 

 The ritual visual arts in funeral ceremonies in Dafang County, China, play a 

crucial role in expressing grief, honoring the deceased, and reinforcing cultural 

identity. Through symbolic decorations, ritual costumes, and paper crafts, these 

artistic elements embody the values and beliefs of the community, facilitating a 

profound connection between the living and the deceased. The interplay of continuity 

and adaptation within these visual arts reflects the dynamic nature of cultural 

practices, showcasing how communities navigate the complexities of modern life 

while preserving their rich artistic heritage. Future research could further explore the 

evolution of these artistic expressions and their significance in contemporary funeral 

practices, particularly in light of globalization and changing social dynamics. 

 -Dance and Music in Rituals: 

 Music and dance serve as integral components of funeral rituals, with 

traditional instruments like the suona, gongs, and cymbals accompanying ceremonial 

chants. These performances evoke emotional responses from participants, creating a 

sense of unity and shared grief within the community. The rhythmic patterns and 

sounds also serve ritual functions, guiding participants through the stages of 

mourning. 

 Dance and music hold a distinctive role in the funeral ceremonies of Dafang 

County, China, serving as powerful forms of expression that convey grief, honor the 

deceased, and foster community solidarity. Rooted in cultural traditions and beliefs, 

these elements are more than just aesthetic additions; they are integral to the ritual, 

carrying deep symbolic meanings and aiding in the communal mourning process.  

Dance in Dafang County’s funeral ceremonies is often somber and slow-paced, 

allowing participants to embody the emotions of grief and loss physically. This 

communal expression of sorrow creates a shared experience among mourners, helping 

to strengthen bonds and provide mutual support. Traditional dance movements can be 

stylized to signify specific emotions or cultural beliefs about death, life, and the 

journey of the spirit. For example, movements may symbolize the release of the soul 

or the transition from earthly life to the afterlife, providing comfort and closure for the 

family and community. Certain dances are performed specifically to pay tribute to the 

deceased, honoring their life and achievements. These ritual dances may include 

specific gestures or steps that reflect the deceased’s personality, status, or contribution 

to the community, making each performance a personalized tribute. By incorporating 

elements that are unique to the deceased, the dance serves as a final farewell and a 

way of preserving the individual’s memory, reflecting the community’s reverence for 

ancestors and elders. 

 Dance is also believed to have spiritual significance in funeral ceremonies. 

Movements may be stylized to create a pathway or guide for the soul of the deceased, 

facilitating their journey to the afterlife. This belief highlights the importance of dance 

as a sacred practice that connects the physical and spiritual realms. Ritualistic dances 
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in these ceremonies often follow prescribed patterns or sequences, which are thought 

to have protective or cleansing qualities, safeguarding the deceased’s soul and 

bringing peace to the family. Traditional instruments, such as gongs, drums, and 

flutes, play a significant role in funeral music in Dafang County. Each instrument has 

its own symbolic meaning, and their combined sounds create an atmosphere that is 

both somber and reflective. Drums, for example, can represent the heartbeat of life 

and the transition to death, while flutes may evoke the spirit’s journey and passage. 

The instruments are carefully chosen to create a balance of sounds that resonate with 

the themes of mourning and remembrance. 

 The music used in funeral ceremonies typically employs slow, repetitive 

rhythms that enhance the meditative and reflective nature of the ritual. These rhythms 

allow mourners to focus on their emotions and memories, providing an immersive 

environment for collective mourning. Variations in tempo, pitch, and volume can also 

be used to evoke specific emotions or signify different stages in the ceremony. A 

gradual increase in volume, for instance, may represent the release of sorrow, while 

softer notes can bring about a sense of calm and acceptance. In addition to 

instrumental music, traditional songs and chants are often incorporated into funeral 

ceremonies, with lyrics that express themes of loss, respect for the deceased, and hope 

for peace in the afterlife. These songs are passed down through generations, 

preserving cultural values and local beliefs. Singing serves as a form of storytelling, 

recounting the life of the deceased and the legacy they leave behind. By uniting the 

community in song, funeral rituals create a shared narrative that reinforces cultural 

identity and communal solidarity. 

 In many funeral rituals, dance and music are carefully synchronized to create a 

unified expression of grief and reverence. The rhythm of the music guides the 

dancers, and together, they form a cohesive performance that embodies the 

ceremony’s emotional intensity. This synchronization is believed to enhance the 

ritual’s spiritual impact, as the harmony between movement and sound is seen as a 

metaphor for the connection between the living and the deceased. This unity provides 

emotional catharsis for the mourners, helping them process their grief within a 

structured, communal framework. Dance and music require the active participation of 

the community, as individuals join together to perform, play instruments, or sing. This 

collective activity strengthens communal ties and offers support to the bereaved 

family, emphasizing the role of the community in the mourning process. The 

inclusive nature of these performances allows each participant to contribute to the 

ritual, creating a shared experience that fosters solidarity and empathy among 

mourners. Dance and music in funeral ceremonies preserve Dafang County’s cultural 

heritage, as these artistic forms are deeply rooted in local traditions and values. The 

specific dance movements, musical compositions, and lyrics have historical 

significance, connecting current practices to the ancestors and reinforcing cultural 

continuity. By performing these traditional forms, the community ensures that 

younger generations remain aware of their cultural heritage, promoting a sense of 

identity and pride in their customs. Even as some practices adapt to modern 

influences, the core elements of dance and music remain a powerful link to the past. 

 Dance and music in the funeral ceremonies of Dafang County are much more 

than artistic expressions; they are profound, symbolic acts that embody cultural 

values, foster community solidarity, and provide emotional and spiritual healing. 
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Through carefully choreographed movements, meaningful rhythms, and traditional 

songs, these rituals create an immersive experience that connects the living with the 

deceased and honors the journey of the soul. The continuity of these practices, despite 

the pressures of modernization, reflects the resilience of Dafang County’s cultural 

identity and its capacity to integrate tradition with the realities of contemporary life. 

Future research could explore the ways in which these dance and music traditions 

adapt to changing social contexts while retaining their cultural essence, and how they 

continue to serve as a medium for communal expression and remembrance. 

 -Ritual Attire and Ceremonial Costumes: 

 Mourning attire, such as white robes or specific ceremonial garments, signifies 

participants’ roles and social status within the ceremony. These garments express 

respect for the deceased and reinforce traditional family hierarchies. Ceremonial 

costumes serve as visual symbols of cultural identity, distinguishing the roles of 

participants such as priests, mourners, and family members. 

 Ritual attire and ceremonial costumes in the funeral practices of Dafang 

County, China, hold deep symbolic meanings and serve as visible expressions of 

respect, grief, and cultural values. Funeral attire in this region is carefully chosen to 

reflect both individual relationships with the deceased and broader community 

customs.  The immediate family of the deceased often wears traditional mourning 

garments, usually made from rough, unadorned materials such as sackcloth or plain 

cotton. This choice of material symbolizes humility, simplicity, and respect, 

representing the family’s grief and separation from the usual social order. Specific 

garments or headpieces may also indicate the mourner’s relationship to the deceased. 

For example, close family members, such as children and spouses, may wear 

distinctive colors, lengths, or accessories that reflect the depth of their relationship 

with the deceased. White is the primary color associated with mourning in Chinese 

culture, symbolizing purity, peace, and the journey of the soul. Family members may 

wear white sashes, armbands, or headbands to signify their mourning status. The use 

of white not only marks the individual as a mourner but also aligns with cultural 

beliefs about the deceased’s passage to the afterlife. The color’s symbolism reflects 

both respect for the deceased and a desire to aid in their spiritual journey. 

 Elders or ritual leaders involved in the ceremony may wear specific 

ceremonial robes or adornments that indicate their status and role within the 

community. These garments are often more elaborate, with traditional patterns or 

symbols that reflect their authority and their responsibility in guiding the funeral rites. 

Ritual leaders may also carry additional items, such as incense holders or symbolic 

tools, which enhance their ceremonial role and help in performing the rites associated 

with the deceased’s passage to the afterlife. 

 Mourning attire, especially the use of plain, rough fabrics and subdued colors, 

conveys a mourner’s grief and humility. By dressing simply and avoiding bright 

colors or decorative elements, mourners visually demonstrate their sorrow and respect 

for the deceased, signaling their withdrawal from normal social activities. This 

expression of grief through attire aligns with cultural expectations, allowing mourners 

to visibly and collectively share in the mourning process. This public display of grief 

reinforces the social bonds within the community, as members support one another in 

honoring the deceased. The specific elements of funeral attire often indicate the 

mourner’s family role and social relationship with the deceased. For example, sons 



 

 

 
133 

 

and daughters may wear different attire from that of siblings or grandchildren, 

reflecting the Confucian value of filial piety and respect for hierarchical family roles. 

This differentiation within mourning attire emphasizes the family’s structure, 

showcasing the importance of lineage, kinship, and respect for family elders. It also 

allows the community to recognize each mourner’s role, fostering a sense of order 

and continuity within the ritual. 

 Ritual attire also serves a spiritual function by symbolically preparing the 

deceased and their family for the soul’s transition. The white color and use of natural, 

simple materials are believed to create an atmosphere of purity and peace, reflecting 

the community’s reverence for the spiritual aspects of death. Attire worn by ritual 

leaders may include colors or symbols that are believed to offer protection and 

guidance to the deceased’s spirit, further integrating attire into the ceremony’s 

spiritual dimension. 

 Ritual attire provides a visible marker of the mourning process, signaling to 

others within the community that the wearer is in a period of grief. This helps foster 

communal support, as neighbors and relatives recognize the mourners and understand 

their need for empathy and respect. By adhering to cultural dress codes during 

funerals, mourners demonstrate solidarity and commitment to communal traditions, 

reinforcing shared values and cultural identity within Dafang County. The continuity 

of traditional mourning attire helps preserve Dafang County’s cultural heritage, as 

each generation participates in rituals that honor longstanding beliefs and practices. 

The specific styles, colors, and materials used in funeral attire carry historical 

significance, connecting the present ceremony with ancestral traditions. By adhering 

to these customs, the community ensures that cultural knowledge about death, 

mourning, and respect for ancestors is passed down, strengthening a shared identity 

and sense of belonging. While traditional attire remains central to funeral ceremonies, 

there is some adaptation to modern influences. For instance, some families may 

incorporate modern fabrics or styles that maintain cultural symbolism while reflecting 

contemporary preferences. This blend of tradition and adaptation allows the 

community to preserve core values associated with funeral attire while adjusting to 

changing social contexts, ensuring that these practices remain relevant and accessible. 

 Ritual attire and ceremonial costumes in the funeral ceremonies of Dafang 

County, China, are deeply symbolic expressions of grief, respect, and cultural values. 

By adhering to traditional dress codes and using specific colors, fabrics, and 

accessories, mourners communicate their relationship to the deceased, embody 

cultural beliefs about death, and foster a sense of community solidarity. These 

garments are more than just attire; they are powerful symbols that connect individuals 

to their ancestors, preserve cultural heritage, and honor the journey of the soul. The 

balance of continuity and adaptation within these practices reflects the community’s 

resilience in preserving its traditions while embracing gradual change. Future research 

could explore how ritual attire in Dafang County continues to evolve in response to 

globalization and shifts in cultural identity, providing insights into the ways in which 

tradition and modernity coexist within funeral practices. 

 3.Social Networks and Funeral Rituals 

 -Description of Social Structure, Size, Interpersonal Relations, and Network 

Nodes in Rituals: 
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 Funeral ceremonies act as hubs for social networks, where kinship, friendship, 

and communal ties converge. The participation of family, neighbors, and friends 

strengthens interpersonal relations and reflects the community’s social structure. Key 

individuals within these networks serve as nodes, ensuring the smooth functioning of 

rituals and organizing support systems. 

 In Dafang County, China, funeral rituals are deeply embedded within the 

community’s social structure. The social networks surrounding these rituals reveal a 

complex organization of roles, relationships, and interactions that enable the 

community to collectively honor the deceased while adhering to cultural traditions.  

The social structure in Dafang County’s funeral rituals is largely influenced by 

Confucian values, which prioritize familial hierarchy, respect for elders, and defined 

social roles within both the family and community. Funeral networks are highly 

organized, often divided into distinct groups with specific responsibilities, including: 

The immediate family of the deceased (spouse, children, and close kin) occupies the 

central position in the network, as they are primarily responsible for organizing and 

funding the funeral. They are expected to display visible signs of mourning and lead 

key rituals, highlighting their closeness to the deceased. Extended family members, 

such as cousins, in-laws, and distant relatives, also play important roles. They assist 

with various practical tasks, support immediate family members, and maintain the 

connection between the deceased’s family and the broader community. The 

community at large, including neighbors and friends, forms an important part of the 

funeral network. They offer logistical support, such as preparing food, managing 

spaces, and sometimes contributing financially. This participation underscores the 

communal nature of life in Dafang County and reinforces social bonds. Priests or 

monks, often from Taoist or Buddhist traditions, occupy unique and respected roles 

within the social network. Their involvement as ritual specialists guides the 

ceremonial process, ensuring it is conducted according to cultural beliefs about the 

afterlife and spiritual transition. This hierarchical social structure provides a clear 

organization of responsibilities, helping funeral proceedings run smoothly and 

maintaining cultural respect within the community. 

 The size of social networks involved in funeral rituals in Dafang County can 

vary, largely depending on the deceased’s family size, social status, and community 

ties. In close-knit communities, the network size may be large, encompassing 

extended family members and numerous villagers who feel a social or emotional 

obligation to participate. Typically, the network size includes: Immediate and 

Extended Family Members: Often totaling between 20-50 individuals, family 

members form the core network, Close Friends and Neighbors: Around 10-20 

community members often participate, depending on the deceased’s social 

connections and family needs, Ritual Leaders and Assistants: Usually 1-5 individuals, 

including priests, musicians, or other ceremonial assistants, play a key role. The 

community’s active involvement in the funeral reflects its collective orientation, 

where shared grief and mutual support are deeply valued. 

 Interpersonal relationships in funeral networks are characterized by mutual 

obligations, respect, and strong social bonds rooted in long-standing traditions. These 

relationships reinforce cultural values and ensure that family and community 

members uphold responsibilities to one another. Within the immediate and extended 

family, relationships are based on kinship and filial piety. These bonds reinforce each 
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person’s responsibility in the funeral ritual, whether through participation in mourning 

rites, organizing logistics, or offering financial support.  Relationships between 

community members are based on reciprocity. Villagers assist one another during 

funerals with the understanding that their own families will receive similar support in 

times of need. This reciprocal relationship is vital for maintaining social cohesion and 

collective trust. Respect for Religious Leaders: Ritual specialists are highly respected, 

and community members recognize their authority in guiding spiritual and ceremonial 

processes. This respect ensures that traditions are upheld, and the deceased’s journey 

to the afterlife is managed according to religious beliefs. These interpersonal relations 

are key to the smooth coordination of funeral activities and the preservation of 

cultural norms within the community. 

 Several network nodes are critical to the functioning and organization of 

funeral rituals in Dafang County. Each node plays a unique role, supporting the 

ceremony and ensuring it adheres to traditional expectations. The immediate family 

members act as the central node of the network, both initiating and coordinating the 

funeral ritual. They make the primary decisions regarding ceremonial elements and 

are responsible for visibly mourning, symbolizing their respect and connection to the 

deceased. Elders and Extended Family (Supporting Nodes): Elders and extended 

family members play secondary but essential roles, providing knowledge about 

traditional practices, helping with ceremonial tasks, and supporting the immediate 

family. Their experience and guidance help reinforce traditional customs, making 

them pivotal in the funeral’s organizational structure. Neighbors and other community 

members represent peripheral nodes, yet their contributions are indispensable. Their 

practical support, such as preparing food or helping set up ritual spaces, enables the 

family to focus on mourning and ceremonial obligations. These peripheral nodes are 

essential in creating a sense of shared responsibility. Ritual specialists (priests or 

monks) are unique nodes in the network. Their role is to perform religious and 

spiritual rites, guiding the deceased’s spirit and providing spiritual support to the 

family. They bring cultural expertise and act as connectors between the material and 

spiritual worlds, thus embodying both religious and cultural authority. Each of these 

nodes strengthens the social network surrounding funeral rituals, ensuring that 

responsibilities are well-distributed and that the ritual process is thorough, culturally 

respectful, and community-oriented. 

 The social network structure in Dafang County’s funeral rituals reflects a well-

defined system of roles, relationships, and responsibilities. By mobilizing family, 

community, and religious nodes, the network ensures the funeral’s logistical 

coordination and cultural integrity. This multi-layered network fosters strong 

interpersonal relations, with each node fulfilling specific functions that align with 

cultural values of reciprocity, respect, and communal solidarity. The presence of these 

structured networks not only supports families in mourning but also sustains the 

collective identity and cultural continuity of Dafang County. Further exploration of 

this network structure could reveal insights into the evolving role of traditional social 

systems in rural communities facing modernization. 

 -Relationships and Social Networks Related to Groups and Communities: 

 The involvement of extended family and unrelated community members in 

funeral ceremonies highlights the importance of collective support. Funerals are an 

opportunity for the community to express solidarity, often transcending familial 
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boundaries to include broader social groups. This collective participation reinforces 

social cohesion, ensuring the community’s stability during emotionally challenging 

times. 

 The social networks and relationships associated with funeral ceremonies in 

Dafang County reflect a deep-rooted sense of community, interdependence, and 

collective responsibility. In these rural Chinese communities, funerals are not only 

about paying respect to the deceased but also serve as events that reinforce social 

bonds, obligations, and shared cultural identity among groups and community 

members.  Family networks form the foundation of funeral-related social structures in 

Dafang County. The family of the deceased is primarily responsible for organizing the 

funeral, fulfilling mourning roles, and adhering to cultural obligations, all of which 

highlight the central importance of kinship in ritual practices. The immediate family, 

including spouses, children, and siblings, takes on key roles, such as mourning and 

coordinating the logistics of the ceremony. This kinship network is highly structured, 

with each family member assuming specific responsibilities based on their relation to 

the deceased. For example, children traditionally lead mourning activities, 

symbolizing filial respect. Extended family members act as secondary supporters, 

assisting with planning, managing funeral tasks, and providing emotional support to 

the immediate family. This dynamic underscores the Confucian ideals of filial piety 

and respect for family hierarchy, where kinship ties define individuals’ roles and 

obligations in the event. Elders within the family network play an essential role in 

passing down knowledge about funeral customs, rituals, and responsibilities. This 

knowledge-sharing ensures continuity in traditional practices and reinforces kinship 

bonds across generations, creating a sense of duty to maintain family honor and 

tradition. The strength of family networks in Dafang County funeral ceremonies 

reflects the importance of kinship ties and ensures that family members fulfill their 

roles with respect, preserving cultural heritage and expressing collective grief. 

 Reciprocity and Collective Support, Neighbors and community members in 

Dafang County are integral to the funeral process, providing both logistical assistance 

and emotional support to the family of the deceased. This community involvement 

highlights a strong culture of reciprocity, where individuals support each other during 

life events with the expectation of receiving similar support in the future. Logistical 

Support and Labor: Community members assist with funeral preparations, such as 

setting up the venue, preparing food, and managing the influx of guests. This practical 

support alleviates the immediate family’s burden, allowing them to focus on 

mourning. This collective participation demonstrates how deeply community 

interdependence is embedded in daily life, with funerals acting as an opportunity to 

reinforce these bonds. Financial Contributions and Gifts: Community members often 

contribute financially or bring offerings to help the bereaved family with funeral 

expenses. These acts of generosity not only lessen the economic strain on the family 

but also strengthen social bonds, as such contributions are often reciprocated in future 

events. This network of reciprocal relationships maintains a sense of mutual 

obligation within the community. Shared Mourning and Emotional Support: Through 

shared mourning practices, neighbors and friends offer emotional support, creating a 

communal space for expressing grief. Attending the funeral and offering condolences 

reinforce the sense of belonging and shared experience, reflecting a community’s 

collective responsibility to support its members during life transitions. These 



 

 

 
137 

 

networks of reciprocal support ensure that funerals in Dafang County are communal 

experiences, where the community collectively shares the emotional, logistical, and 

financial responsibilities associated with mourning and honoring the deceased. 

 Community leaders, such as village heads or respected elders, play significant 

roles in funeral ceremonies by facilitating organization, guiding participants, and 

offering cultural and moral support. Their involvement reflects the importance of 

leadership in maintaining social cohesion and upholding local customs. Community 

leaders help coordinate the event, mediating between the family of the deceased and 

the larger community. They assist in organizing volunteers, managing resources, and 

ensuring the proper performance of rituals. This leadership role strengthens 

community structure by providing guidance and instilling a sense of order. As 

respected figures, community leaders act as custodians of local customs, ensuring that 

funeral practices are conducted according to tradition. By enforcing cultural norms, 

they reinforce the values of respect and continuity, preserving rituals that are 

meaningful to the community’s identity. Symbolic Role in Social Unity: Leaders also 

play a symbolic role in representing the community’s collective presence and support. 

Their involvement highlights the importance of social unity and serves as a reminder 

of the cultural and social bonds that connect individuals. In times of mourning, 

leaders embody the community’s shared respect for tradition and mutual care. 

Community leaders thus function as critical nodes in the social network, facilitating 

both the practical and cultural aspects of funeral ceremonies, strengthening 

community cohesion, and preserving cultural practices. 

 Ritual specialists, including Taoist or Buddhist priests, occupy unique and 

respected positions within the social networks of funeral ceremonies. Their role in 

performing spiritual rites connects the community to religious beliefs and reinforces 

the cultural significance of the ceremony. Ritual specialists conduct religious 

ceremonies that honor the deceased and guide their spirit to the afterlife. By 

performing these rituals, they play a key role in fulfilling spiritual and cultural 

obligations, reinforcing the community’s connection to its religious heritage. Ritual 

specialists are often integrated into the family or community network, connected 

through long-standing relationships with families or communities. Their presence at 

funerals reinforces these connections, and their expertise is sought to ensure that the 

ritual follows religious customs precisely. The role of ritual specialists as authoritative 

figures in religious practices grants them influence over the ceremonial process, 

emphasizing the importance of spirituality within the community. Their involvement 

is essential for maintaining the sacred aspects of the funeral and ensuring that all 

ritual actions align with cultural and spiritual beliefs. These specialists act as links 

between the material and spiritual realms, their participation symbolizing the 

community’s commitment to religious beliefs and the continuity of cultural practices 

in funeral ceremonies. 

 The relationships formed and strengthened through funeral networks 

contribute to the collective identity and social integration of Dafang County. Funeral 

ceremonies function as an important cultural mechanism through which individuals 

reaffirm their roles and responsibilities within the community. Shared Cultural 

Identity: The collaborative nature of funerals allows community members to express 

and reaffirm their cultural identity. The repeated participation in these ceremonies 

creates a shared experience, fostering a sense of belonging that is central to the 
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community’s social fabric. Social Reintegration and Continuity: The networked 

support surrounding funerals helps families reintegrate into the community post-

mourning, ensuring that they remain connected to social structures. This process 

allows mourners to continue participating in communal life while honoring cultural 

norms. Transmission of Values and Cultural Knowledge: By participating in funeral 

ceremonies, individuals learn cultural values such as respect for ancestors, reciprocity, 

and mutual support. These experiences pass down community values to younger 

generations, ensuring continuity in cultural practices and collective identity. In 

Dafang County, funeral networks not only serve as functional systems for managing 

rituals but also act as mechanisms for reinforcing social unity, preserving cultural 

identity, and promoting social integration. Through these interconnected relationships, 

funeral rituals uphold the community’s core values, strengthening both individual and 

collective bonds. The social networks activated during funeral ceremonies thus play a 

foundational role in maintaining the cohesiveness and cultural resilience of the 

community. 

 - Detailed Analysis of Interrelationships, Social Cohesion, and Social 

Norms: 

 Funeral rituals in Dafang County exemplify the reinforcement of social norms 

and expectations. Participation in these ceremonies serves as both a moral obligation 

and a means to gain social recognition. The community’s involvement in rituals 

reflects shared cultural values, ensuring continuity of traditions while fostering strong 

intergroup connections. Funeral rituals in Dafang County serve as a critical lens 

through which the reinforcement of social norms and expectations can be examined. 

These rituals not only reflect the cultural and historical values of the community but 

also play a vital role in shaping interpersonal relationships and fostering social 

cohesion. The following analysis delves into the interrelationships among 

participants, the mechanisms of social cohesion, and the social norms that underpin 

these funeral practices. 

 Funeral rituals necessitate the involvement of various family members, each of 

whom has specific roles and responsibilities. For instance, immediate family members 

often take on the most significant duties, such as leading ceremonies, making 

important decisions regarding the rituals, and engaging in mourning practices. These 

responsibilities reinforce familial bonds and highlight the importance of filial piety, a 

core value in Chinese culture that emphasizes respect for one’s ancestors and elders. 

The participation of extended family, friends, and community members in funeral 

rituals illustrates the interconnectedness of social networks. Community members 

often provide emotional and logistical support, reflecting a collective approach to 

mourning. This involvement reinforces social ties and fosters a sense of belonging, as 

participants come together to honor the deceased and support the grieving family. 

Local ritual specialists, such as monks or experienced community members, are often 

called upon to conduct specific parts of the ceremony. Their expertise and knowledge 

of traditional practices not only lend authenticity to the rituals but also establish 

hierarchical relationships within the community. These specialists are respected 

figures whose participation underscores the community’s commitment to adhering to 

established customs. 

 The communal aspect of funeral rituals fosters a shared experience of grief, 

which can strengthen social cohesion among participants. By mourning together, 
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individuals create emotional bonds that transcend individual loss, reinforcing the idea 

that grief is a communal process. This collective mourning experience promotes 

empathy and understanding, facilitating connections among community members. 

Funeral rituals serve important social functions by bringing people together, thus 

reinforcing community solidarity. Events such as memorial services, feasting, and the 

sharing of stories about the deceased create opportunities for interaction, dialogue, 

and collective memory-making. These gatherings strengthen social networks and 

promote a sense of unity, particularly in times of loss. By participating in these rituals, 

community members actively engage in the preservation of cultural traditions. This 

collective commitment to maintaining rituals enhances social cohesion, as shared 

cultural practices create a sense of identity and belonging. Individuals derive comfort 

from knowing they are part of a larger cultural narrative that transcends their 

individual experiences. 

 Funeral rituals provide a structured framework for expressing grief, which is 

crucial for the emotional well-being of the bereaved. Social norms dictate appropriate 

behaviors during mourning, such as wearing specific attire, refraining from laughter, 

and engaging in communal prayers. These expectations guide participants in 

navigating their grief, ensuring that they honor the deceased while adhering to cultural 

standards. The rituals reinforce the social norm of respect for ancestors, a cornerstone 

of Chinese cultural values. By conducting rituals that honor the deceased, participants 

reaffirm their commitment to familial loyalty and ancestral reverence. This cultural 

expectation serves as a powerful motivator for individuals to engage in these 

practices, perpetuating the cycle of respect across generations. The involvement of the 

community in funeral rituals reflects the social norm of collective responsibility in 

caring for one another, particularly in times of loss. Participants are expected to offer 

assistance, whether through physical help during the preparations or emotional 

support during the mourning period. This norm encourages active participation and 

reinforces the idea that the community is responsible for supporting its members 

during difficult times. 

 In conclusion, funeral rituals in Dafang County exemplify the reinforcement 

of social norms and expectations through their intricate interrelationships and 

mechanisms of social cohesion. By facilitating familial and community involvement, 

these rituals create a framework for collective mourning that strengthens social ties 

and fosters a shared cultural identity. Furthermore, the adherence to social norms 

regarding grief expression and respect for ancestors underscores the community’s 

commitment to preserving its cultural heritage. This analysis illustrates the vital role 

that funeral rituals play in shaping social dynamics and reinforcing the values that 

bind the community together. 

 4.Interpersonal Dynamics During Funeral Rituals 

 -Understanding Ritual Management and Its Impact: 

 The role of the Master of Ceremonies is critical to the successful execution of 

funeral rituals. This individual manages both ceremonial and logistical aspects, 

ensuring adherence to traditional protocols while accommodating the needs of 

participants. Effective ritual management fosters a sense of order and respect, 

reinforcing the spiritual and social significance of the ceremony. Ritual management 

plays a crucial role in shaping the interpersonal dynamics during funeral rituals in 

Dafang County. By examining the mechanisms of ritual management, we can gain 
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insights into how these practices facilitate emotional expression, strengthen social 

ties, and influence the overall atmosphere of the ceremonies. Funeral rituals are 

typically characterized by a well-defined structure that outlines the sequence of 

events, roles, and responsibilities of participants. This organization helps to guide the 

grieving process, allowing family members and community participants to focus on 

their roles without the burden of uncertainty about what to expect. The clear 

delineation of duties fosters a sense of purpose among participants, which can be 

especially comforting in times of grief. Effective ritual management involves 

meticulous planning and coordination among family members and community 

members. This collaborative effort not only ensures that the rituals are carried out 

smoothly but also reinforces social bonds as individuals work together toward a 

common goal. The act of preparing for the funeral—organizing logistics, choosing 

offerings, and discussing ritual practices—encourages open communication and 

strengthens interpersonal relationships. 

 Within the funeral ritual context, specific roles are often assigned to different 

family members and community members, such as the head mourner, ritual specialist, 

and helpers. These roles are imbued with cultural significance, providing participants 

with a sense of identity and belonging within the communal structure. By fulfilling 

their designated responsibilities, individuals contribute to the overall effectiveness of 

the rituals and reinforce their connection to both the deceased and the community. 

The presence of designated support roles, such as those who provide emotional 

assistance or comfort to grieving family members, highlights the interpersonal 

dynamics at play. Participants in these support roles are essential for creating a 

nurturing environment where emotions can be expressed freely. Their contributions 

help mitigate feelings of isolation or distress among mourners, reinforcing the notion 

that the community stands in solidarity with the grieving family. 

 Ritual management plays a critical role in facilitating emotional expression 

during funeral rituals. The structured nature of these ceremonies allows participants to 

express their grief in culturally acceptable ways, such as through prayer, lamentation, 

or communal sharing of memories. By creating a safe space for emotional expression, 

rituals help individuals navigate their grief and foster connections with others who 

share similar experiences. While rituals provide avenues for emotional expression, 

they also serve to contain and regulate emotions within socially acceptable 

boundaries. This balance is crucial for maintaining the overall atmosphere of the 

ceremony and preventing overwhelming displays of grief that could disrupt the 

proceedings. Ritual management ensures that emotional expression occurs in a 

controlled manner, thereby promoting a sense of order and stability amidst the chaos 

of loss. 

 The collaborative nature of funeral rituals fosters interpersonal connections 

among participants. As individuals engage in shared rituals and support one another, 

they reinforce existing relationships and create new bonds. This sense of unity is 

particularly important in times of grief, as it helps individuals feel supported and 

connected to their community. Ritual management also plays a significant role in 

guiding participants through the social norms surrounding mourning and grief. By 

establishing expectations for behavior and interaction during the rituals, community 

members can navigate their emotions in ways that align with cultural values. This 

shared understanding of social norms helps to mitigate potential conflicts and 
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misunderstandings among participants, facilitating smoother interpersonal 

interactions. 

The management of funeral rituals contributes to the reinforcement of cultural 

identity within the community. By adhering to traditional practices and norms, 

participants reaffirm their connection to their cultural heritage, strengthening their 

sense of belonging. This reinforcement of identity is crucial for maintaining social 

cohesion, particularly in the face of external pressures that may challenge traditional 

values. 

 In conclusion, understanding ritual management and its impact on 

interpersonal dynamics during funeral rituals in Dafang County reveals the intricate 

ways in which these practices facilitate emotional expression, strengthen social ties, 

and promote cultural identity. The organization, defined roles, and emotional 

regulation inherent in ritual management create a supportive environment for 

participants, allowing them to navigate their grief while reinforcing their connections 

to both the deceased and the community. By examining these dynamics, we gain 

valuable insights into the social functions of funeral rituals and their significance in 

maintaining the cultural fabric of the community. 

 -Social Structures and Participant Roles in Rituals: 

 Roles within funeral rituals are assigned based on familial hierarchy and 

community status, with specific duties allocated to elders, immediate family 

members, and friends. These roles reflect the community’s social structure and ensure 

the ceremony’s smooth operation. Participants’ adherence to these roles reinforces 

social norms and promotes harmony within the community. Funeral rituals in Dafang 

County exemplify complex social structures and clearly defined participant roles that 

are essential for the effective execution of these ceremonies. Understanding these 

dynamics is crucial for grasping how rituals function not only as a means of mourning 

but also as a way to reinforce community bonds and cultural identity.  Funeral rituals 

often reflect existing familial hierarchies, where roles are assigned based on age, 

gender, and kinship status. Typically, the eldest son or a designated family member 

assumes the role of the head mourner, responsible for leading the rituals and making 

critical decisions. This hierarchical structure not only underscores respect for seniority 

and filial piety but also reinforces family cohesion during times of grief. Beyond the 

family unit, community leaders—such as respected elders or local ritual specialists—

often play significant roles in the funeral process. Their involvement lends authority 

to the rituals and reinforces the social structure within the community. These leaders 

are seen as custodians of tradition, guiding families through the complexities of ritual 

management and ensuring adherence to cultural norms. Gender roles are also 

prominent in the organization of funeral rituals. Traditional expectations may dictate 

that women are responsible for specific tasks, such as preparing the home for 

mourning or performing particular rites, while men may take on roles associated with 

decision-making and public representation. This division of labor reflects broader 

societal norms and expectations regarding gender roles in the community. 

 The head mourner is typically a close family member, often the eldest son or a 

spouse, who assumes the primary responsibility for overseeing the funeral 

arrangements. This role includes making decisions about the rituals, communicating 

with the community, and representing the family during the ceremonies. The head 

mourner’s leadership is crucial for maintaining order and facilitating the grieving 
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process for all participants. Local ritual specialists, such as monks or experienced 

community members, play a vital role in conducting the funeral rites. Their expertise 

in traditional practices ensures that rituals are performed correctly and meaningfully. 

They may lead prayers, recite scriptures, or perform specific rites designed to honor 

the deceased and assist their passage into the afterlife. Their presence reinforces the 

legitimacy of the rituals and emphasizes the importance of adhering to cultural 

traditions. Numerous supporting roles exist within funeral rituals, including family 

members and friends who provide emotional support and assistance with logistical 

tasks. These individuals may help with preparations, engage in collective mourning, 

and offer comfort to the bereaved. Their involvement is crucial for fostering a sense 

of community and solidarity during a challenging time. The participation of extended 

family, friends, and community members is essential for the success of funeral rituals. 

Their attendance serves as a form of respect for the deceased and provides vital 

support to the grieving family. Community members may also contribute to the rituals 

by offering prayers, sharing memories, or participating in communal activities, 

reinforcing the social fabric of the community. 

 The defined roles and hierarchical structures within funeral rituals enhance 

social cohesion among participants. By fulfilling their specific responsibilities, 

individuals contribute to a collective effort that strengthens interpersonal bonds and 

fosters a sense of belonging. This collaborative aspect is vital in times of grief, as it 

provides emotional support and reduces feelings of isolation among the bereaved. The 

roles and responsibilities within funeral rituals also serve as a means of cultural 

transmission, where knowledge and practices are passed down through generations. 

Older generations model behaviors and rituals, teaching younger participants about 

the significance of each role and the values embedded in these practices. This process 

reinforces cultural identity and ensures the continuity of traditions in a rapidly 

changing world. Clearly defined roles help participants navigate their emotions during 

the rituals. The presence of ritual specialists and community leaders provides 

reassurance and guidance, while the active participation of family and friends creates 

a supportive environment for emotional expression. This emotional regulation is 

crucial for fostering healing and closure in the grieving process. 

 In summary, the analysis of social structures and participant roles in funeral 

rituals in Dafang County reveals the intricate dynamics that underpin these 

ceremonies. The hierarchical organization of roles—rooted in familial ties, 

community leadership, and cultural expectations—ensures the effective management 

of rituals while reinforcing social cohesion and cultural identity. By understanding 

these structures and roles, we gain valuable insights into the broader social functions 

of funeral rituals, highlighting their significance in maintaining community bonds and 

preserving cultural heritage in times of loss. 

 -Managing Temporal and Spatial Aspects of Rituals: 

 Funeral rituals in Dafang County follow a meticulously planned sequence, 

with each day’s events symbolizing the transition from life to the afterlife. Spatial 

arrangements, such as altar placements and procession routes, are designed to align 

with traditional beliefs about the soul’s journey. These arrangements guide 

participants through the stages of grief, fostering emotional closure. The management 

of temporal and spatial aspects of funeral rituals in Dafang County is crucial for the 

effective execution of these ceremonies and for honoring the deceased in culturally 
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appropriate ways. Temporal aspects encompass the timing, duration, and sequence of 

rituals, while spatial aspects involve the physical settings and arrangements in which 

these ceremonies take place.  Funeral rituals are often scheduled in accordance with 

specific cultural and religious beliefs that dictate auspicious times for conducting 

ceremonies. This adherence to timing is essential for ensuring that the rituals align 

with the beliefs surrounding the afterlife and the spiritual journey of the deceased. 

Family members may consult with ritual specialists or local customs to determine the 

most appropriate timing for each segment of the ritual. Funeral rituals in Dafang 

County typically span several days, reflecting the community’s commitment to 

thoroughly honoring the deceased. The extended duration allows for various rituals to 

take place, including visitation, prayers, and memorial services. Each day’s events are 

carefully planned to facilitate the grieving process and provide ample opportunity for 

family members and community members to participate. The order in which rituals 

are conducted is of great significance. For instance, the sequence may begin with a 

wake, followed by a formal funeral service, and conclude with burial or cremation. 

This structured progression helps to guide participants through their mourning, 

allowing them to engage with different aspects of grief at various stages. The careful 

management of this sequence also reflects cultural expectations and social norms 

regarding how to properly honor the deceased. 

 The location of funeral rituals is a key factor in their management. Venues 

may include the deceased’s home, a community hall, or a place of worship. Each 

location carries its own cultural significance and can influence the atmosphere of the 

ritual. For example, conducting the rituals at the deceased’s home may create a more 

intimate environment, fostering personal connections among participants.  The 

physical layout of the ritual space is meticulously planned to facilitate participation 

and emotional expression. Specific areas may be designated for the body of the 

deceased, seating for mourners, and spaces for ritual specialists to perform their 

duties. This arrangement ensures that all participants can engage meaningfully with 

the ceremony while allowing for the smooth flow of activities. Certain spatial 

elements may hold symbolic meanings within the context of the ritual. For instance, 

the placement of offerings, altars, or memorial photos can carry significant cultural 

weight, representing the connection between the living and the deceased. The use of 

space in this way reinforces the community’s cultural values and beliefs, enhancing 

the overall significance of the rituals. 

 The careful management of temporal and spatial aspects directly impacts 

participants’ ability to process their grief. By providing structured timing and clearly 

defined spaces, families and communities can navigate their emotions in a supportive 

environment. Participants are encouraged to share memories, engage in rituals, and 

connect with one another, fostering collective mourning and emotional healing. The 

management of these aspects also promotes social cohesion among participants. 

When rituals are well-organized in terms of timing and spatial arrangement, 

participants can engage more fully in the experience, reinforcing their bonds with one 

another. This sense of unity is particularly important in times of loss, as it helps to 

mitigate feelings of isolation and encourages collective support. The temporal and 

spatial management of funeral rituals plays a significant role in preserving cultural 

identity and traditions. By adhering to established customs regarding timing and 

venue selection, participants honor their cultural heritage and reinforce shared values 
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within the community. This preservation is essential for maintaining continuity and 

fostering a sense of belonging among community members. 

 In conclusion, managing the temporal and spatial aspects of funeral rituals in 

Dafang County is vital for their successful execution and for honoring the deceased in 

a culturally meaningful way. The careful consideration of timing, duration, sequence, 

venue, and spatial arrangements contributes to a cohesive ritual experience that 

facilitates emotional expression, strengthens social ties, and preserves cultural 

identity. By understanding the significance of these elements, we gain deeper insights 

into the complexities of funeral rituals and their role in fostering community cohesion 

and cultural continuity in times of grief. 

 -Psychological and Emotional Dynamics in Funeral Rituals: 

 The structured nature of funeral ceremonies provides participants with a 

platform to express their emotions within culturally accepted boundaries. The rituals 

offer psychological support, helping individuals process grief collectively. 

Participants often experience a sense of emotional release and closure, facilitated by 

the shared act of mourning. Funeral rituals in Dafang County serve as critical 

mechanisms for processing grief and managing the emotional landscape surrounding 

death. These rituals are imbued with psychological significance, providing individuals 

and communities with structured frameworks for expressing emotions, navigating 

complex feelings, and fostering collective healing. Funeral rituals offer a formalized 

setting where individuals can openly express their grief in culturally appropriate 

ways. The rituals typically include specific practices such as mourning attire, 

eulogies, and communal prayers, which provide participants with tangible means to 

convey their sorrow. This structured approach to grieving helps individuals articulate 

their emotions and fosters an environment where such expressions are normalized. 

Engaging in rituals allows mourners to release pent-up emotions associated with loss. 

The act of participating in rituals—whether through communal lamentation, sharing 

memories, or engaging in symbolic acts—facilitates catharsis. This emotional release 

can alleviate feelings of anxiety, anger, or despair, promoting psychological relief 

during a challenging time. 

 The communal nature of funeral rituals plays a crucial role in providing 

emotional support to the bereaved. Family members, friends, and community 

members gather to share in the mourning process, reinforcing social ties and 

solidarity. This collective aspect of grieving helps individuals feel less isolated, 

creating a sense of belonging and shared experience that is vital for emotional 

healing. The presence of supportive others during funeral rituals provides validation 

of the grieving process. When mourners see their emotions mirrored in the reactions 

of others, it reinforces the legitimacy of their feelings. This mutual understanding 

helps normalize the grieving experience, reducing feelings of alienation that may arise 

in individual mourning. 

 Cultural norms significantly influence how emotions are expressed and 

managed during funeral rituals. In many cases, there are expectations regarding the 

appropriate display of grief, such as the duration of mourning or specific behaviors 

that are deemed acceptable. These cultural guidelines help participants navigate their 

emotions within the context of social norms, fostering a sense of order during an 

inherently chaotic time. While rituals allow for emotional expression, they also 

provide mechanisms for regulating emotions in accordance with cultural expectations. 
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Participants may feel pressure to conform to certain behaviors, such as maintaining 

composure or participating in prescribed rituals. This regulation can help manage 

overwhelming feelings, providing a balance between expressing grief and adhering to 

communal standards. 

 The psychological dynamics at play during funeral rituals contribute to long-

term healing and resilience. Engaging in shared mourning practices allows individuals 

to process their grief and begin to find meaning in their loss. As they participate in 

rituals, they may start to formulate narratives about the deceased and their 

relationship, facilitating a transformative process that aids in adjusting to life without 

the loved one. 

Participating in culturally significant funeral rituals can reinforce a sense of cultural 

identity and belonging. This connection to tradition provides individuals with a 

framework for understanding their emotions and experiences within a broader cultural 

context. By engaging in rituals that honor their heritage, mourners may find solace 

and strength, which can enhance their emotional resilience in the face of loss. 

 In summary, the psychological and emotional dynamics of funeral rituals in 

Dafang County illustrate the profound impact of these ceremonies on individual and 

collective grieving processes. By providing structured frameworks for grief 

expression, facilitating emotional support, and adhering to cultural expectations, these 

rituals serve as vital mechanisms for navigating the complex emotional landscape 

surrounding death. Through communal participation and the validation of emotions, 

funeral rituals promote psychological healing, resilience, and a continued connection 

to cultural identity. Understanding these dynamics is essential for appreciating the 

role of funeral rituals in fostering emotional well-being and community cohesion in 

times of loss. 

 -Recommendations for Preserving and Adapting Funeral Rituals: 

 To ensure the continuity of these rituals in a rapidly changing society, efforts 

should focus on educating younger generations about their cultural significance. 

Encouraging community involvement and adapting practices to urban lifestyles can 

promote active participation. Integrating modern technologies, such as virtual 

attendance, can also help sustain these traditions while making them accessible to a 

wider audience. As the socio-cultural landscape evolves, funeral rituals in Dafang 

County face both challenges and opportunities in their preservation and adaptation. 

Ensuring these rituals remain relevant while honoring traditions requires thoughtful 

strategies that balance heritage with modern needs. Community Engagement and 

Participation, try to involve community members, especially younger generations, in 

the planning and execution of funeral rituals. This participation fosters a sense of 

ownership and responsibility for cultural practices. By encouraging dialogue about the 

significance of rituals, community members can collectively explore ways to adapt 

traditions while maintaining their core values, organize community events that 

celebrate the cultural significance of funeral rituals beyond the mourning context. 

These celebrations can include storytelling, music, and art that honor ancestors and 

the importance of cultural heritage. By creating positive associations with these 

practices, communities can engage younger individuals and encourage their 

participation during actual rituals. 
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 Develop educational programs that teach the importance and meanings behind 

funeral rituals to younger generations. Schools and community centers can offer 

workshops that focus on the history, significance, and emotional aspects of these 

ceremonies. Such initiatives can instill pride in cultural practices and ensure the 

transmission of knowledge and values to future generations. Facilitate opportunities 

for intergenerational learning, where older community members share their 

experiences and insights about funeral rituals with younger individuals. This 

mentorship can help preserve oral traditions and provide younger generations with a 

deeper understanding of the emotional and cultural significance of rituals. 

 Incorporate technology to facilitate virtual attendance for family members 

unable to attend physically. Utilizing video conferencing tools can help maintain 

connections among dispersed family members, ensuring that everyone can participate 

in the rituals, regardless of geographical limitations. This adaptation is particularly 

important in today’s mobile and interconnected society. Create digital archives of 

rituals, including recordings, photographs, and personal stories. These archives can 

serve as educational resources and preserve the essence of rituals for future 

generations. By documenting these practices, communities can ensure that the 

significance and intricacies of funeral rituals are not lost over time. 

 Encourage flexibility within the framework of traditional funeral rituals to 

accommodate contemporary beliefs and practices. While maintaining essential 

elements of the rituals, allow room for modifications that reflect the current needs and 

values of the community. This adaptability can help rituals remain relevant and 

meaningful in the face of changing social dynamics. Support families in personalizing 

funeral rituals to reflect the individuality of the deceased. By incorporating unique 

elements that resonate with the deceased’s life and personality, families can create a 

more meaningful and memorable experience. This personalization can enhance 

emotional connections and promote healing. 

 Advocate for local government policies that support the preservation of 

cultural practices. This support can include funding for cultural programs, resources 

for community events, and initiatives that recognize and celebrate local traditions. 

Engaging policymakers in discussions about the importance of preserving funeral 

rituals can lead to broader community support. Partner with cultural organizations and 

academic institutions to foster research and dialogue about funeral rituals. These 

collaborations can provide valuable insights into best practices for preservation and 

adaptation while ensuring that rituals are informed by current scholarship and cultural 

sensitivity. 

 In conclusion, preserving and adapting funeral rituals in Dafang County 

requires a multifaceted approach that engages the community, emphasizes education, 

integrates technology, encourages flexibility, and seeks policy support. By fostering 

inclusive participation and promoting the significance of these rituals, communities 

can ensure that they remain relevant and meaningful for future generations. The 

ability to adapt while honoring tradition is crucial for maintaining the cultural heritage 

that these rituals represent, ultimately enhancing community cohesion and emotional 

well-being during times of loss. Through these recommendations, funeral rituals can 

continue to serve as vital expressions of grief, identity, and cultural continuity. 
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Discussion 

 The following discussion addresses each research objective, drawing from 

interviewee insights, observations, and literature. The sections illustrate how funeral 

rituals in Dafang County blend tradition with modern adaptations, preserving cultural 

heritage while fostering social networks and emotional well-being. 

 1. Historical Development and Transformation of Funeral Rituals in Dafang 

County 

 The first research objective focused on exploring the historical evolution of 

funeral rituals. Interviewees described the rituals as rooted in Confucian, Taoist, and 

animist beliefs, emphasizing the importance of ancestor worship and ensuring 

blessings for future generations. Rituals such as the burning of joss paper and 

offerings facilitate the deceased’s transition to the afterlife and foster continuity 

between the living and the dead. This aligns with Tapp’s (2002) work, which 

highlights the interplay of cultural beliefs and rituals in maintaining collective 

memory. Economic shifts, particularly urbanization, have led to the simplification of 

certain practices. Interviewees noted that while urban communities often condense 

funeral rituals for practicality, rural areas maintain elaborate ceremonies to preserve 

cultural identity and strengthen kinship ties. Cheung (2018) observed similar trends, 

emphasizing that modernization reshapes ritual practices while preserving their 

symbolic meaning. Government policies promoting environmentally friendly 

practices have also influenced ritual transformations. Interviewees highlighted the 

growing use of virtual platforms to connect distant relatives with the ceremony, 

maintaining social bonds despite geographic challenges. These adaptations reflect the 

concept of adaptive continuity, as described by Deng (2021), where rituals evolve to 

meet contemporary needs while retaining their core values. 

 2. Artistic Elements within Local Funeral Ceremonies 

 The second objective examined the artistic elements embedded in funeral 

rituals. Interviewees emphasized the role of visual arts—such as symbolic paper 

crafts, calligraphy, and offerings—in conveying respect for the deceased and 

reinforcing community identity. These artworks serve as visual representations of 

cultural memory, reflecting the community’s heritage. This supports Liu and van 

Schalkwyk’s (2019) findings, which highlight the importance of visual symbolism in 

maintaining cultural continuity. Traditional music and dance also play a crucial role in 

funeral ceremonies. Interviewees noted that instruments such as the suona and 

cymbals accompany ritual activities, creating a shared emotional atmosphere that 

strengthens communal bonds. These performances guide participants through stages 

of mourning, facilitating emotional expression. Yang and Wang (2020) similarly 

emphasized that music in rituals serves as a communal language, fostering solidarity 

among participants. Attire holds both symbolic and social significance. Interviewees 

explained that the white mourning garments worn during ceremonies symbolize 

respect for the deceased and signify the participants’ roles within the ritual. These 

garments also reflect family hierarchy and societal norms, fostering social cohesion. 

Suhadolnik (2019) noted the importance of ritual attire in reinforcing cultural identity 

and maintaining social order. 
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 3. Role of Funeral Rituals in the Formation and Sustenance of Social 

Networks 

 The third objective explored how funeral rituals contribute to the formation 

and sustenance of social networks. Interviewees emphasized that funerals are 

communal events, bringing together family members, friends, and neighbors to 

support one another. These gatherings strengthen kinship ties and reinforce mutual 

obligations. This finding aligns with Yunlu Zhao’s (2024) research, which highlights 

the role of rituals in promoting social cohesion and stability. The concept of 

reciprocity is central to these rituals. Interviewees noted that individuals who assist 

with funeral arrangements often expect similar support in future events, creating a 

cycle of mutual aid. This aligns with O’Brien and Deng’s (2018) discussion of social 

exchange theory, where rituals facilitate reciprocal relationships and promote trust 

within communities. Funeral rituals also foster intergroup connections, bridging social 

divides. Interviewees described how participants from different groups contribute to 

ceremonies, reinforcing a sense of shared responsibility. This reflects Fei Xiaotong’s 

(2015) theory that rituals act as platforms for building and sustaining collective 

identity, ensuring social harmony in times of change. 

 4.Dynamics of Social Interactions During Funeral Ceremonies in 

Contemporary Context 

 The final objective analyzed the dynamics of social interactions within funeral 

rituals. Interviewees highlighted the pivotal role of the Master of Ceremonies in 

managing both symbolic and logistical aspects of the events. This leader ensures 

smooth coordination among participants, maintaining cultural protocols. Han et al. 

(2018) similarly emphasized the importance of leadership in ritual management, 

noting that effective coordination fosters order and respect. Roles within the 

ceremonies reflect family hierarchies and community structures. Interviewees 

explained that immediate family members typically take on significant 

responsibilities, while extended family and friends play supporting roles. This 

structured participation reinforces social norms, allowing participants to express grief 

in culturally accepted ways. Turner’s (1969) concept of “ritual anti-structure” 

supports this finding, suggesting that rituals temporarily redefine social roles to reflect 

emotional connections. Managing the temporal and spatial aspects of the ceremonies 

is essential for guiding participants through the mourning process. Interviewees noted 

that each day’s rituals symbolize stages in the deceased’s transition from life to the 

afterlife, helping participants cope with their loss. Wasilewska (2015) emphasized the 

importance of temporal and spatial arrangements in providing structure and meaning 

during emotionally challenging times. 
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Benefits of Research 

 This research on funeral rituals in Dafang County provides significant insights 

into cultural preservation, social networks, emotional well-being, and academic 

knowledge. The findings highlight how these rituals maintain relevance amidst 

modern challenges and offer practical guidance for sustaining them. 

 1.This research documents traditional funeral practices, preventing cultural 

erosion amidst modernization. The integration of modern elements, like virtual 

participation, offers communities practical ways to preserve their heritage. 

Policymakers can use these insights to support intangible cultural heritage initiatives. 

 2.study reveals that funeral rituals reinforce kinship ties, reciprocity, and 

mutual support, promoting social cohesion. Community leaders and social workers 

can leverage these findings to foster unity through culturally meaningful practices. 

 3.The research shows how structured rituals guide participants through grief, 

offering emotional closure and psychological healing. These findings can enhance 

culturally sensitive mental health services, complementing modern therapeutic 

approaches. 

 4.This study contributes to the fields of ritual studies and cultural adaptation, 

offering a model for future research. It provides a foundation for further exploration 

into globalization’s impact on traditions and other cultural phenomena. 

 

Conclusion 

 The study of funeral rituals in Dafang County reveals their profound 

significance in preserving cultural identity, fostering social networks, and guiding 

emotional expression during times of grief. Despite the influence of modern societal 

changes, these rituals continue to play a vital role in maintaining continuity between 

the past and present. Through the integration of traditional elements with modern 

practices, the community ensures that its cultural heritage remains relevant while 

adapting to contemporary needs. 

 The historical development of these rituals demonstrates both resilience and 

adaptability. While economic changes and urbanization have led to certain 

simplifications, the core practices rooted in Confucian, Taoist, and animist traditions 

remain intact. Rituals, such as the burning of joss paper and symbolic offerings, 

ensure the deceased’s smooth transition to the afterlife while strengthening bonds 

between the living and the spiritual world. Government policies and technological 

advancements, such as virtual participation, have further extended the reach of these 

rituals, maintaining social connections across geographic boundaries. 

 Artistic elements, including visual arts, music, and ritual attire, enhance the 

emotional depth and cultural significance of the ceremonies. These elements allow 

participants to connect with the deceased and reinforce collective memory. The 

structured use of music and dance not only guides participants through the stages of 

mourning but also fosters a sense of unity and solidarity. Ritual attire reflects social 

roles and family hierarchies, ensuring that participants fulfill their responsibilities in a 

way that honors both the deceased and societal expectations. 

 The social networks fostered through these rituals are essential for maintaining 

community cohesion. Funeral ceremonies serve as a platform for mutual support, 

enabling individuals to reaffirm kinship ties and social obligations. The concept of 



 

 

 
150 

 

reciprocity ensures that relationships are sustained over time, promoting trust and 

cooperation within the community. These rituals also bridge intergroup connections, 

fostering social harmony by bringing together participants from diverse backgrounds. 

 Interpersonal dynamics during the rituals reflect the balance between 

emotional expression and social order. The role of the Master of Ceremonies is 

critical in coordinating participants and managing both symbolic and logistical 

aspects of the events. Structured roles within the ceremonies offer participants a 

culturally accepted framework for expressing grief, ensuring emotional closure and 

psychological well-being. The careful management of temporal and spatial 

arrangements helps guide participants through the mourning process, reinforcing their 

connection to the deceased while promoting emotional healing. 

 In conclusion, the funeral rituals of Dafang County exemplify the delicate 

interplay between tradition and modernity. These ceremonies preserve the 

community’s cultural essence while adapting to new social contexts, ensuring their 

relevance across generations. To sustain these practices, it is crucial to engage 

younger generations through education and community participation. Integrating 

modern technologies, such as virtual attendance, can also help maintain connections 

among dispersed family members, ensuring that the rituals remain inclusive and 

accessible. Ultimately, these funeral rituals serve not only as expressions of grief but 

also as powerful mechanisms for fostering unity, promoting social harmony, and 

preserving cultural heritage in a rapidly changing world. 

 This study on funeral rituals in Dafang County has contributed to a deeper 

understanding of the intersection between tradition, modernity, and social dynamics 

within the context of Chinese culture. The following points highlight the new 

knowledge generated from this research: 

 1.Integration of Tradition and Modernity: The study reveals how funeral 

rituals in Dafang County successfully integrate traditional practices with 

contemporary societal changes. This integration allows for the preservation of cultural 

identity while adapting to modern needs and expectations, showcasing a dynamic 

approach to ritual management. 

 2.Role of Social Networks: The research emphasizes the importance of social 

networks in the organization and execution of funeral rituals. It illustrates how these 

networks facilitate communal support and engagement, ensuring that rituals serve not 

only as personal expressions of grief but also as collective experiences that strengthen 

community ties. 

 3. Cultural Adaptation Mechanisms: The study identifies specific mechanisms 

through which cultural practices adapt over time, including the incorporation of 

technology and shifts in familial structures. This adaptability is crucial for the 

continuity of funeral rituals, demonstrating that cultural practices are not static but 

evolve in response to external influences and internal community needs. 

 4. Educational Strategies for Cultural Transmission: The findings highlight the 

necessity of educational strategies aimed at engaging younger generations in the 

practices and meanings of funeral rituals. This underscores the role of education as a 

tool for cultural preservation, ensuring that knowledge about rituals is passed down 

and adapted in ways that resonate with contemporary values. 

 5.Community-Centric Ritual Management: The study advocates for a 

community-centric approach to ritual management, where local voices and practices 
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are prioritized in decision-making processes. This perspective emphasizes the need 

for community involvement in shaping rituals, leading to more meaningful and 

relevant practices that reflect the values and beliefs of the community. 

 6.Impact on Family Dynamics: The research provides insights into how 

funeral rituals impact family dynamics, particularly in terms of roles, responsibilities, 

and emotional support systems. Understanding these dynamics is essential for 

recognizing the broader implications of rituals on familial relationships and 

community cohesion. 

 7.Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Finally, the study underscores the 

significance of funeral rituals as a means of preserving cultural heritage in a rapidly 

changing world. By documenting and analyzing these practices, the research 

contributes to the broader discourse on cultural preservation and the ongoing 

negotiation between tradition and modernity. 

 Overall, this study enriches the existing literature on funeral rituals by 

providing a nuanced understanding of how these practices function within the social, 

cultural, and technological landscapes of Dafang County. The new knowledge 

generated offers valuable insights for scholars, policymakers, and community 

members invested in the preservation and evolution of cultural traditions. 

 

Recommendations 

 This study highlights key areas where improvements can be made to preserve 

cultural practices, guide policy, support mental health, and direct future research. The 

following recommendations are aimed at ensuring the continuity and adaptation of 

funeral rituals in Dafang County while promoting their relevance in changing societal 

contexts. 

 1.For Policymakers: 

 -Cultural Preservation Initiatives: Develop and implement policies that 

support the preservation of traditional funeral rituals in Dafang County. This could 

include funding for community-led projects aimed at documenting and promoting 

local customs, ensuring that these practices are recognized and valued as part of the 

region’s cultural heritage. 

 -Education and Awareness Programs: Create educational programs that focus 

on the significance of funeral rituals and the cultural values they embody. Such 

programs should target schools, community centers, and local organizations to raise 

awareness among younger generations about the importance of maintaining these 

traditions. 

 -Support for Community Engagement: Encourage and support community 

engagement in the planning and execution of funeral rituals. Policymakers should 

facilitate platforms for community dialogue where local voices can share their 

perspectives on how to integrate traditional practices with modern needs. 

 2.For Practitioners: 

 -Training and Capacity Building: Offer training programs for practitioners 

involved in organizing funeral rituals, including funeral directors, community leaders, 

and ritual specialists. These programs should cover both traditional practices and 

modern innovations, equipping practitioners with the skills to blend cultural traditions 

with contemporary needs effectively. 
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 -Integration of Technology: Encourage the adoption of modern technologies 

that can facilitate participation in funeral rituals. This includes virtual attendance 

options for family members who cannot be present in person, as well as the use of 

social media and digital platforms to share rituals and memorials, thus maintaining a 

sense of community across distances. 

 -Inclusive Practices: Promote inclusivity in funeral rituals by ensuring that 

they accommodate the diverse needs of community members. This could involve 

creating flexible ritual frameworks that allow for personalization while respecting 

traditional elements, ensuring that all voices are heard and represented in the 

ceremonies. 

 3.For Academics: 

 -Research on Ritual Adaptation: Conduct further research on how funeral 

rituals in Dafang County are evolving in response to globalization and modernization. 

Studies should focus on the dynamics of tradition and change, exploring the 

motivations behind adaptations and their impact on community cohesion. 

 -Interdisciplinary Approaches: Foster interdisciplinary collaboration among 

researchers in anthropology, sociology, cultural studies, and religious studies to gain a 

holistic understanding of the significance of funeral rituals. This approach can lead to 

richer insights into how these practices function within the broader social context. 

 -Publication of Findings: Encourage the dissemination of research findings 

through academic journals, community publications, and local media. Making 

research accessible to the community can help raise awareness of the importance of 

these rituals and support their preservation. 

 By implementing these recommendations, policymakers, practitioners, and 

academics can work collaboratively to sustain the funeral rituals of Dafang County, 

ensuring that they continue to serve as vital expressions of grief, cultural heritage, and 

community solidarity. Through education, engagement, and the integration of modern 

technologies, these rituals can adapt to the changing social landscape while preserving 

their historical and cultural significance for future generations. 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

REFE REN CES 
 

REFERENCES 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Abel, S., Machin, T., & Brownlow, C. (2021). Social media, rituals, and long-distance 

family relationship maintenance: A mixed-methods systematic review. New 

Media & Society, 23(3), 632-654. 

Anggrawan, A., & Mayadi, M. (2020). The Study of Symbolic Interaction of Funeral 

Tradition on Ethnic Chinese in Lombok. Jurnal Varian, 4(1), 31-36. 

Ariès, Philippe. (1974). Western Attitudes towards Death: From the Middle Ages to 

the Present. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Bai, L. (2010). The art and culture of ritual attire. Beijing Publishing House. 

Bai, Y. (2010). Ritual Practices and Symbolism in Chinese Funeral Music. Beijing: 

Central Conservatory Press. 

Bai, Z. (2010). Traditional Ritual Symbols and Their Cultural Significance. Beijing: 

Cultural Heritage Publishing. 

Bell, C. (1992). Ritual Theory, Ritual Practice. Oxford University Press.   

Bell, C. (1997). Ritual theory, ritual practice. (Original work published 1992). New 

York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

Bell, C. (1997). Ritual: Perspectives and Dimensions. Oxford University Press.   

Bender, M., Luo, Q., Zopqu, J., & Harrell, S. (2019). The Nuosu book of origins: 

From a transcription by Jjivot Zopqu. 

Boellstorff, T., Nardi, B., Pearce, C., & Taylor, T. L. (2012). Ethnography and 

Virtual Worlds: A Handbook of Method. Princeton University Press. 

Buckelew, K. (2023). Two how Chan masters became “great men”: Masculinity in 

Chinese Chan Buddhism. In Buddhist masculinities (pp.51-77). Columbia 

University Press. 

Buckelew, M. (2023). Cultural preservation through ritual networks: The social 

dimensions of continuity. Cultural Sociology Press. 

Chan, S. S., & Chow, A. Y. (2017). A cultural sociological review of Chinese funeral 

rituals. In Handbook of the sociology of death, grief, and bereavement 

(pp.351-364). Routledge. 

Chang, V. K. (2019). Forgotten diplomacy: The modern remaking of Dutch-Chinese 

relations, 1927-1950 (Vol. 2). Brill. 



 

 

 
4 

 

Cheng, H. W. (2018). Before sexual and normal: Shifting categories of sexual 

anomaly from ancient to Yuan China. Asia Major, 31(1), 1-39. 

Cheung, H. Y. (2018a). Ritual and politics: An examination of the 1072 primal 

ancestor debate in the Northern Song. Frontiers of History in China, 13(3), 

275-310. 

Cheung, H. Y. (2018b). Ritual and politics: An examination of the 1072 primal 

ancestor debate in the Northern Song. Frontiers of History in China, 13(3), 

275-310. 

Chiang, F. C. (2016). Models in Taoist liturgical texts: Typology, transmission and 

usage: A case study of the Guangcheng yizhi and the Guangcheng tradition in 

modern Sichuan (Doctoral dissertation, Paris, EPHE). 

Collins, R. (2004). Interaction Ritual Chains. Princeton University Press. 

de Crespigny, R. (2017). 8 Emperor Ling: Disordered government (169-184). In Fire 

over Luoyang (pp.361-417). Brill. 

Deng, X. (2021). The confluence of family instructions and national instructions: 

‘Ancestors’ and ‘Ancestors’ family instructions’. In The ancestors’ 

instructions must not change: Political discourse and practice in the Song 

period (pp.21-88). Brill. 

Doka, K. (1989). Disenfranchised Grief: Recognizing Hidden Sorrow. Lexington 

Books. 

Dong, J. (2018). Shamans, ritual masters, Buddhist monks: The religious 

practitioners and society in Song China (Doctoral dissertation, State 

University of New York at Binghamton). 

Guo, M., & Li, X. (2021). Social transformation and funeral rituals in contemporary 

rural China: A case study of a Sichuan village. Chinese Sociological Review, 

53(1), 42-61. 

Guo, X. (2017). Death and life: Reflections on Dafang’s funeral traditions. Cultural 

Studies Press. 

Hall, R. S. (2017). Exploring the funeral traditions of Southeast Asia—Contemporary 

funeral rituals of Sa’dan Toraja: From Aluk Todolo to “New” religions. By 

Michaela Budiman. Prague: Karolinum Press, 2013. The Journal of Asian 

Studies, 76(2), 562-565. 



 

 

 
5 

 

Han, G. S., Forbes-Mewett, H., & Yang Wang, W. (2018). My own business, not my 

children’s: Negotiating funeral rites and the mobility and communication 

juncture among Chinese migrants in Melbourne. Mobilities, 13(5), 761-775. 

Hao86. (2024). Big map 0 [Image]. Hao86. Retrieved October 17, 2024, from 

https://static.hao86.com/pc/map/img/bigmap0.jpg 

Hathaway, J. (2014). Grieving dad begs Facebook to let him see son’s ‘Look Back’ 

video. The Daily Dot. http://www.dailydot.com/news/grieving-dad-sons-

facebookvideolook-back/ 

Hathaway, R. (2014). Social power and community participation: Exploring funeral 

networks in rural China. Asian Cultural Studies, 12(3), 145-167. 

https://doi.org/ 

10.1177/ACS1232014 

Haverinen, A. (2014). Memoria Virtualis: Death and mourning rituals in online 

environments (PhD thesis). Turku: University of Turku. 

http://urn.fi/URN:ISBN:978-951-29-5773-6 

Haverinen, A. (2014). The digital afterlife: Death, life, and memory in the digital age. 

Journal of Death Studies, 38(7), 485-503. https://doi.org/10.1080/dst2014 

Haverinen, A. (2014). Virtual Memorials and Grieving Online. University of Turku 

Press. 

Haverinen, A. (2014). Virtual Rituals: Digital Spaces for Mourning and 

Memorialisation. Finnish Literature Society.   

Hirata, S. (2015). Changes in political space between the Northern Song and the 

Southern Song: Centering on Wei Liaoweng’s “Sealed Memorial in Response 

to the Edict.” UrbanScope: e-journal of the Urban-Culture Research Center, 

6, 1-25. 

Hong, J. (2017). Crafting boundaries of the unseeable world: Dialectics of space in 

Bhagavat Sutra repository. Art History, 40(1), 10-37. 

Huang, Y., & Miao, W. (2021). Re-domesticating social media when it becomes 

disruptive: Evidence from China’s “super app” WeChat. Mobile Media & 

Communication, 9(2), 177-194. 

Jia, J. (2011). Du Guangting and the hagiographies of Tang female Daoists. Studies in 

Chinese Religions, 10(1), 81. 



 

 

 
6 

 

Jia, Y. (2011). Ritual manuscripts of the Yi in China: The case study of the Nuosu. 

Journal of Ethnography, 45(2), 203-220. 

Kipnis, A. B. (2017). Governing the souls of Chinese modernity. HAU: Journal of 

Ethnographic Theory, 7(2), 217-238. 

Kipnis, A. B. (2018). Mediated agency and funeral insurance in China. PoLAR: 

Political and Legal Anthropology Review, 41(2), 319-325. 

Kipnis, A. B. (2019). Funerals and religious modernity in China. Review of Religion 

and Chinese Society, 6(2), 253-272. 

Kipnis, A. B., & Cliff, T. (2020). Chinese economies in ethnographic perspective: 

Two case studies of intersecting socioeconomic diversity. Modern Asian 

Studies, 54(6), 1987-2021. 

Kubler-Ross, E. (1969). On Death and Dying. Macmillan. 

Lagerkvist, A. (2013). New Media and Cultural Memory. Palgrave Macmillan.   

Lagerkvist, A. (2013). Online memorials: Digital rituals and the transformation of 

mourning. Media, Culture & Society, 35(1), 35-51. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/mcs 

2013 

Lee, J., & Kim, Y. (2021). Environmental awareness and the transformation of 

funeral rituals in China: The rise of eco-friendly burial practices. Asian Social 

Science, 17(2), 1-12. 

Li, J., & Xie, Z. (2023). Guardians of tradition: The cultural and ritual role of Nzymo 

leaders in Guizhou Province. Journal of Asian Ritual Studies, 9(4), 302-318. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/asrs9323 

Li, M., & Xie, S. (2023). Ritual Supervisors in Modern China. Beijing Cultural 

Publishing.   

Li, S. (2018). The Role of Maternal Kinship in Traditional Chinese Funeral Rituals. 

Beijing Cultural Press. 

Li, Y. PP.(2018). The ritualization of ceremonies: A mechanism for the reproduction 

of community order—A field investigation of funeral ceremonies in the 

Dafang region. Journal of Southwest University (Social Sciences Edition), 06, 

179-188+192. https://doi.org/10.13718/j.cnki.xdsk.2018.06.021 



 

 

 
7 

 

Liang, S. (2021). Temporal Structures in Rituals: A Study of Chinese Funeral 

Practices. Hubei University Press. 

Liang, S. (2021). Title of the book or article. Publisher/Journal Name. (Include the 

DOI or URL if applicable) 

Liu, H. (2023). The Role of Ritual Leaders in Preserving Cultural Heritage. Shanghai 

Academic Press.   

Liu, H. M. L. (2020). Ritual and pluralism: Incommensurable values and techniques 

of commensurability in contemporary urban Chinese funerals. Critique of 

Anthropology, 40(1), 102-124. 

Liu, H. M. L. (2021). Market economy lives, socialist death: Contemporary 

commemorations in urban China. Modern China, 47(2), 178-203. 

Liu, Q. (2023). Ritual Supervisors and Social Dynamics in Chinese Funeral 

Ceremonies. Cultural Heritage Journal. 

Liu, X. (2018). The Role of Suona in Traditional Chinese Funerals. Journal of 

Ethnomusicology, 14(3), 56-78. 

Liu, Y. (2023). Funeral rituals and cultural identity in Southwest China: A case study 

of Dafang County. Asian Folklore Journal, 45(2), 130-154. 

Liu, Y. (2023). Social networks and the preservation of funeral customs: Insights 

from Dafang County. Presentation at the Cultural Heritage Conference. 

Liu, Y., & van Schalkwyk, G. J. (2019). Death preparation of Chinese rural elders. 

Death Studies, 43(4), 270-279. 

Lu, J. (2019). The transformation of funeral rituals in contemporary rural China: A 

case study of a Jiangsu village. Journal of Chinese Ritual, Theatre and 

Folklore, 38(1), 75-92. 

Maddrell, A. (2010). Memory, mourning, and landscape: Local and global 

perspectives. Ashgate Publishing. 

Matsumoto, K. (2015). Daoism and popular religion in the Song. In Modern Chinese 

Religion I (2 vols.) (pp.283-327). Brill. 

Meijun, W. (2022). Funeral ceremony and social functions in Xinjiang. In Praxis, 

Folks’ Beliefs, and Rituals: Explorations in the Anthropology of Religion 

(pp.66-76). 



 

 

 
8 

 

Moser, J. (2019). The emotive object in medieval China. Journal of Chinese 

Literature and Culture, 6(1), 56-95. 

Moser, M. (2019). Symbolic Rituals in Contemporary Society. Cultural Studies Press.   

Moser, S. (2019). The social role of death: Hierarchy, status, and responsibility in 

contemporary mourning practices. Sociology of Death, 21(1), 101-119. 

Moser, T. (2019). Symbolism and community memory in Chinese funerary art. 

Journal of Chinese Ritual Studies, 37(3), 203-220. 

National Library Board. (2024). Chinese Funeral Rites and Customs. Singapore: 

National Library Board Publications. 

National Library Board. (2024). Chinese funerary customs and traditional practices. 

Singapore National Library. 

National Library Board. (2024). Traditional Chinese Funeral Music and Its 

Symbolism. Singapore: NLB. 

O’Brien, K. J., & Deng, Y. (2018). Repression backfires: Tactical radicalization and 

protest spectacle in rural China. In Debating Regime Legitimacy in 

Contemporary China (pp.214-227). Routledge. 

Ouseley, L. H. (2001). Race and Community Cohesion. CRE Publications. 

Paul, J. (2010). Ritual Music and Community Cohesion in African Societies. New 

York: Routledge. 

Paul, M. (2010). Folk Art and Ritual Practices in Modern China. Hong Kong: Asian 

Cultural Research Press. 

Paul, M. (2010). Rituals and symbols: A cross-cultural exploration. Routledge. 

Paul, T. (2010). The symbolism of ritual dress and performance in traditional African 

societies. African Studies Review, 53(2), 45-67. 

Pine, V. (1989). Time, Space, and Ritual in Funeral Ceremonies. Sociological 

Perspectives, 32(3), 241-259. 

Qin, L. (2017). Balancing tradition and modernity: Changing funeral practices in 

China. Sociology of Religion Quarterly, 62(1), 98-115. 

Ramos, G., et al. (2020). Diversity, Trust, and Social Cohesion in Multicultural 

Societies. Journal of Social Research, 45(1), 75-92. 

Ritchie, D. (2001). Parallel Lives: The Social Dynamics of Funeral Rituals in Urban 

Communities. Community Studies Journal, 27(4), 315-332. 



 

 

 
9 

 

Schmidt, H. (2013). Cultural transmission through social media: How networks shape 

traditions in the digital age. Global Culture Journal, 28(1), 72-88. https://doi. 

org/10.1177/gcj2812013 

Seo, T. (2019). Buddhism and commerce in ninth-century Chang’an: A study of 

Ennin’s Nittō Guhō Junrei Kōki 入唐求法巡禮行記. Studies in Chinese 

Religions, 5(2), 85-104. 

Smith, R. (2015). Chanting and Spirituality in Afro-Caribbean Rituals. International 

Journal of Ritual Studies, 27(1), 85-97. 

Suhadolnik, N. V. (2019). Death in Beijing: Alma M. Karlin’s description of Chinese 

funerary rituals and mourning practices. Poligrafi, 24(93/94), 49-75. 

Sumiala, J. (2013). Death and the Media: Memory, Mourning and Emotion in Digital 

Culture. Palgrave Macmillan. 

Sumiala, J. (2013). Media and ritual: Death, community, and everyday life. 

Routledge. 

Sumiala, J. (2013). Ritual Media and Communitas. Palgrave Macmillan.   

Tapp, N. (2002). Cultural accommodations in Southwest China: The “Han Miao” and 

problems in the ethnography of the Hmong. Asian Folklore Studies, 61, 77-

104. 

Tianshu, W. (2021). Negotiating modernity: The role of ritual managers in adapting 

funeral ceremonies. Journal of Asian Anthropology, 56(4), 245-262. 

Tilley, C. (1994). A Phenomenology of Landscape: Places, Paths and Monuments. 

Berg Publishers. 

Tong, C. K. (2019). Negotiating traditions and modernity: Chinese death rituals in 

Singapore. In Death Across Cultures: Death and Dying in Non-Western 

Cultures (pp.83-101). 

Tsai, W. H. (2017). Framing the funeral: Death rituals of Chinese Communist Party 

leaders. The China Journal, 77(1), 51-71. 

Turner, V. (1969). The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure. Chicago: Aldine 

Publishing. 

Turner, V. (1995). The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure. Aldine 

Publishing.   



 

 

 
10 

 

Turner, V. (1995). The ritual process: Structure and anti-structure. Aldine 

Transaction. 

Wakabayashi, H. (2020). The evolution of cultural rituals in modern China. Pacific 

Journal of Cultural Studies, 12(3), 112-138. 

Walter, T. (1994). The Revival of Death. Routledge.   

Wright, A. C. (2020). Visitor perceptions of European Holocaust heritage: A social 

media analysis. Tourism Management, 81, 104142. 

Xiang, Z. (2019). Ritual management and community identity in Dafang County. In 

X. Li (Ed.), Perspectives on the Yi of Southwest China (pp.45-72). University 

of Hong Kong Press. 

Xiang, Z. (2019). Social status, ritual practices, and the concept of “face” in Chinese 

communities. Journal of Chinese Cultural Studies, 18(4), 211-235. 

Xianpeng, H. (2010). Funeral Rites in the Dafang Community: Music, Dance, and 

Symbolism. Shanghai: Shanghai University Press. 

Xianpeng, Q. (2010). Funeral Dance and Ritual Symbols in the Qingjiang River 

Valley. Hubei: Hubei University Press. 

Xianpeng, Z. (2010). Symbols of resilience: Ritual dance and funerary music in 

Dafang. Asian Folklore Research, 48(2), 178-195. 

Xiao, F. (2010). Calligraphy as ritual art: Spirituality in Chinese cultural practices. 

Shanghai University Press. 

Xiao, Y. (2010). Philosophical Interpretations of Ritual Visual Arts. Chongqing: 

Chongqing University Press. 

Xiao, Y. (2010). The Psychological Effects of Ritual Chants. Beijing: People’s 

Publishing House. 

Xing, J. (2021). Ritual manuscripts of the Yi in China: A case study. Journal of 

Ethnic Studies, 31(1), 54-76. 

Xingchen, Z., & Karin, PP.(2022). Mediators between the living and the dead: Ritual 

managers in Dafang County. Journal of Anthropology and Cultural Practices, 

39(2), 210-227. 

Xue, Y. (2003). Ritual and Social Order: An Analysis of Funeral Customs in the 

Dafang Region. Hubei University Press. 

Yan, S. (2014). A photograph of the funeral place. [Photograph]. 



 

 

 
11 

 

Yan, Y. (2014). Ritual practices and family dynamics in rural China. University of 

California Press. 

Yang, S., & Wang, H. (2004). Oral Traditions and Cultural Transmission. Social 

Anthropology Journal, 8(3), 67-74. 

Yang, S., & Zhang, L. (2012). Kinship Networks and Funeral Rituals in China. 

Cultural Heritage Review, 14(2), 87-92. 

Yang, W., & Wang, H. (2004). Ritual Bonding in Non-Textual Societies. 

Anthropological Studies, 22(3), 145-162. 

Zhang, Q. (2020). The transformation of funeral rituals in urban China: A case study 

of a Beijing funeral home. Urban Studies, 57(12), 2451-2466. 

Zhou, H. (2006). Aile: Evolution and Symbolism of China’s Funeral Music. 

Musicology Review, 22(4), 92-101. 

Zhou, L. (2006). The cultural significance of Aile in Chinese funerals. Journal of 

Music and Tradition, 41(1), 55-72. 

Zhou, R. (2023). Perspectives on the Yi of Southwest China: Exploring cultural 

identity through rituals. Cultural Anthropology Review, 15(3), 101-120. 

Zhou, Z. (2023). Between virtual and real: A new architecture of the Mogao Caves 

(Dunhuang, China), 781-1036 CE (Doctoral dissertation, The University of 

Chicago). 

 



 

 

 
 

 

APPENDIX 



 

 

 
 

 

Appendix A 

Interview Form 

 

Interview form for Funeral Rituals in Dafang County, Guizhou: Ritual 

Management and Social Networks 

 

Personal Information: 

Participant ID:  ________________________________________________________ 

Gender: 

☐  Male 

☐  Female 

Age:  ________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation:  __________________________________________________________ 

Educational Background: 

☐  Primary School 

☐  Secondary School 

☐  High School 

☐  College 

☐  University 

☐  Other (please specify):  _________________________________________ 

 

Section I: Historical development and transformation of funeral rituals 

I.I What do you think about the historical origin of funeral customs in Dafang Area? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

 
 

 

I.II What do you think of the impact of economic and social factors on funeral 

rituals? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I.III What factors influence political and cultural influence? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I.IV What do you think of scientific and technological progress and modernization? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I.V How do you see the continuity and adaptability of traditional customs? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section II: Artistic elements in funeral ceremonies 

II.I What do you think of Art at funerals? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

II.II What do you think of the music and dance in Dafang funerals? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
 

 

 

II.III What do you think of symbolic objects and decorations? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

II.IV What do you think about costumes and rituals? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

II.V What do you think about the evolution of artistic elements? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section III: Social networks and funeral rituals 

 III.I What do you think of Dafeng District’s social network structure? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

III.II How do you see the formation and existence of social networks? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

III.III How do you see rituals as a tool to promote social cohesion? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
 

 

 

III.IV What do you think of the human interaction at a funeral? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

III.V What do you think is the impact of modernization on social networking? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section IV: Social interactions and contemporary societal changes 

IV.I How do you see this impact on community unity? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV.II How do you see the impact on family structure? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV.III What do you think about cultural heritage and protection?  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV.IV How do you see the emotional and psychological impact? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
 

 

 

IV.V How do you see adapting to social change? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Comments: 

Please share any additional thoughts or comments you have regarding funeral 

ceremonies in Dafang County. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for participating in this research. Your insights are invaluable.  



 

 

 
 

 

Appendix B 

Field survey photos 

 

    

 

    

 

    

 



 

 

 
 

 

    

 

     



 

 

 
 

 

Appendix C 

Human Research Ethics Application 
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