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ABSTRACT

This thesis has the objectives to study the creation of the mistress
characters and the representatives of these mistresses in the contemporary Thai
novels and the construction of meaning in society of these mistresses in 11 stories as
follow: Doksomsithong, Dtamlompliw, Praisanithamlon, Juddabnaiduangdtawan,
Roywari, Plengbaimai, Waenprachan, Mayachimplee, Wimanplueng,
Babrakdtaingaoboon,and Maidoknegngiew by using the qualitative method within the

framework of the representation and the construction of meanings in society.

The result of the study found that these 11 contemporary Thai novels
present the background of these characters who grew up in a broken home which
often seemed that they lacked a good childhood. Their behaviors were viewed as
against the norms and often come from the lack of wealth and luxurious lives. Many
of the previously mentioned reasons convinced a certain number of women to
become mistresses to wealthy men who could shift their social status. Suddenly,
these women had a job and also a sort of choice in choosing their lovers. Most of
the mistresses had a freelance job which gave them the freedom of work schedule

to find time for their secret lovers.

The characteristics of these mistress characters are often seen as
someone who is seductive and attractive to older men. The mistresses and their

choice of clothes and job seduce men. They are confident and know how to



maintain their beauty. In terms of behaviors, they are often seen as someone who is
kind, but they had to accept their status and become someone mischievous because

of their role in one’s marriage.

The representation of these mistresses are often seen in novels. They are
not accepted as wives and they are shamed by society for relying on someone else’s

husbands to gain their wealth. They are seen as sex objects and lack of value.

The construction of meanings in society of these characters in
contemporary Thai novels was found to influence the construction of society and
how it values men over women. The reflection shows the differences in being
women and men in a Buddhist society. The third rule of being a good Buddhist which
prohibits cheating makes mistresses become someone who destroys the union of
family and the meaning of these women is as someone who acts against the social

norms and values.

Keyword : Mistress characters, Representatives, Contemporary Thai Novels
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