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ABSTRACT

This thesis is aimed to study the content and roles of Isan folk Jataka
entitle Thaosithon-Manora that was evident in the perception of the people in
Mekong basin community Pak Khat District, Bueng Kan Province and Rattanawapi
District, Nong Khai as this folk Jataka influenced to the thought and belief of people
people in Mekong basin community which caused to the production of social

space

The scope of the data that was studied and analyzed are the information
about Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-Manora in the oral history culture as well as
the oral history information from the interview by the researcher and the oral history
that was already collected including the space information which based on the field
data. The areas of study were Mekong basin community in Pak Khat District, Bueng
Kan Province and Rattanawapi District, Nong Khai and the nearby areas that were
evidently percept about the of Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-Manora. Social

Space theory of Henry Lefebvre was used as a main framework of this research.

The findings found that Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-Manora that
was evident in the perception of the people in Mekong basin community Pak Khat
District, Bueng Kan Province and Rattanawapi District, Nong Khai consisted of many
kinds of cultural perception which are the relative elements that related amongst

space and folk Jataka such as the perception through oral history culture,



performance culture, art culture, belief and ceremony culture and the areas.

In the aspect of contents analyzation found that Isan folk Jataka entitle
Thaosithon-Manora of the people in Mekong basin was influenced by the Suthon
jataka in Panya Jataka. However, the Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-Manora has
specific character-as a local or region folktale according to the plotting of the Jataka
story with the social space context and the culture dimension. This Isan folk Jataka
described the areas by using Thaosithon and Manora as the main actors and
exemplified various situations to describe that which situation happened with which
area, and the content was continually narrated according to the story’s plot by using

the problems and the conflict from the actors’ behavior.

Production of social space aspect found that there are three categories of
the role that Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-Manora was functioned to the
production of social space in Mekong basin community as follows; 1) the role toward
the production of physical space showed that Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-
Manora was functioned to the physical space in the aspect of name that related to
the Jataka story such as the name of the villages, places and holly things, 2) the role
of production of spirit space showed that Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-Manora
has a role as the production of spirit space through the traditional paradigm, the
production of spirit space through the Buddhism Paradigm and the mix-method
between traditional and Buddhism paradigm, 3) The role toward the production of
social space found that Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-Manora functioned to the
production of social' space such as production of social space in tourism aspect.
From these three aspects reflected that Isan folk Jataka entitle Thaosithon-Manora

was influenced toward the way of life of the people in Mekong basin.

Keyword : Folk Jataka, Thaosithon-Manora, Social Space, Mekong Basin Community
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