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ABSTRACT

Housing is one of four basic human needs and very important for living.
However, to have a house, one has to work all his life to get the money to pay for
that house. Adobe houses provide a choice for people who want to own a low- cost
and is friendly to the environment. Adobe houses are suitable for Isan weather which
is hot and rainy. Each Isan adobe house could be built easily. The purpose of the
research was to study the historical background, current circumstances and problems,
and models and utilization of Isan adobe houses. The areas chosen for this qualitative
research were located in Kalasin, Chaiyaphum and Yasothon Provinces. The field work
data were collected from 69.informants who then were community leaders and the
ones that lived in adobe houses. The research tools used were participant
observations, indeph interviews and focus-group discussion. The results were as

follows:

On the historical background of the Isan adobe houses, the study found
that Chinese merchants who immigrated to Thailand brought the idea how to build
adobe houses. The extension of railroad from Bangkok to-Nakhon Ratchasima also
allowed those Chinese merchant immigrants to move Ubon Ratchatani and Maha
Sarakham Provinces. At first, some of the Chinese merchants tried to introduce how to
build adobe houses to local residents, but they were not successful. Nevertheless,
some Chinese merchants went ahead building some adobe houses for themselves.

Later, almost all of the adobe houses built earlier were torn down for utilization and



land improrement reasons. Only a few were left to be seen in Maha Sarakham
Province. Currently, building adobe houses in Isan was introduced by a young man,
then, from Yasothon Province. He was inspired by seeing the adobe houses built and
utilization by American Indians in the United States of America. He brought the idea
how to build adobe houses to Yasothon, his hometown, and began building his earthen
house there. The adobe houses were popular throughout Thailand. Adobe houses,
according this builder, could last for a long time. The house could be built and fixed
by its owner. The house could keep the temperature inside the house cool, were
friendly to the environment and could be built in accordance with the owner's idea
and imagination. As for models of the adobe houses, the study found that there were
both one storey and double-storey houses. The difference between the two adobe
house models was that the walls of the frist floor of each double-storey house were

made twice thicker than the ones on the second floor.

Concerning the utilization of the adobe houses, the study found that any
adobe house could be used as church, monk's residence, sermon hall, art gallery,
multi- purpose building, library, learning center, home, resort, coffee shop, restaurant,
grocery store, rice keeper, and toilet. Moreover, each adobe house builder who built
his own house could experience a mental cleaning, decrease own greed, become a

volunteer, obtain a simple life and self-help.

Keyword : Isan Adobe Houses, Models, Utilization
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