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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the thesis was to study the history, current conditions,
problems and adaptations of folk healers in the 21 century of Tai Dam ethnic group
in northern Thailand’s health care by using a qualitative research method. Data were
collected from January to December 2018 by using in-depth interviews from structured
interviews, observations and group discussions. is tool and method for collecting data
from 3 groups informants; 55 people include Key Informant, Casual Informant and
General Informant in Phitsanulok and Phichit provinces. Analyzing the data as content

analysis and presenting descriptive analysis data.[951]

The study found that Tai Dam ethnic group in the research area had
migrated from Phetchaburi province more than 100 years ago. The most social status
is a minority which has beliefs.and related to respect for spirits. They believed that
ghosts influence the way of life and towards illness which has resulted in the continued
existence of culture, traditions and rituals related to ghost beliefs. Social context in
the 21°' century changes-in beliefs and illness thinking of Tai-Dam ethnic groups and
folk healers based on science more. In addition, folk healers has recently decreased.
Especially folk healers who are witches and folk medicine together with the lack of
continuation in the new generation. Nowadays, the roles and duties of the folk healers
have been changed to be a ritual in order to remain the way of treating shosts rather

than treating disease according to changes in economic, social, culture, health policy



and communication technology which is a supporting factor. Resulting in the

adaptation of the folk healers in the research area in the 21° century to accepted other

Keyword : ic Group in

Northern
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11 Paradigm (nszuawdieil) IneBufnyuiannatwasuuazliuilduea Uit gve9a a0
« I o . I & Ada a a N 2 = =
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o ¢ b v v o Y MY o | ° A «
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