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ABSTRACT

Pra Wo-Pra Ta is considered as a person who takes important role in
population movement between MeKhong River borders in the reign of Phrachao
Siribounyasan of Vientiane. As there is a quote referred to Pra Wo-Pra Ta that “Since
the period of Pra Wo-Pra Ta” ((;?d LAUNINTLIONTE A Wﬁu ) which shows people
recognition and proves of existence in memories of people living between Mekhong

River borders.

This research aims to study the representations of Pra Wo-Pra Ta in local
narratives of MeKhong River and to study the presentation techniques of Pra Wo-Pra
Ta representations. There are 3 local narratives both from Thailand and Lao used in
this research which are; History of Nong Bua Lam Phu, History of Ubon Ratchathani,
Pra Wo-Pra Ta in Palm Leaves manuscripts. This research is conducted to study from
documents to be analyzed using Representation as a main concept and Narrative

theory as a secondary concept.

The study shows that in the 3 narratives, there are 2 types of Pra Wo-Pra
Ta representations which are Hero representation and Rebel representation. The
hero representation is presented as a hero who is a leader which reflects Thai’s
people perspectives that Pra. Wo-Pra Ta is a hero of Ubon Ratchatani and Lao’s
people perspectives that Pra Wo-Pra Ta is a hero of Ban Du and Ban Kae without any
connections to Ubon Ratchatani establishment. As for rebel representations, it is

presented as an objector, a displaced person, and a defeated person. The 3 types of



rebels are found in Thai’s local narratives. However, there is no defeated person
representation shown in Lao’s local narratives because they don’t want to mention
how Pra Wo-Pra Ta becomes an Ubon Ratchathani’s Hero so that the defeated

person representation is not mentioned and presented.

In addition, creation conflict technique is used to introduce story theme,
perspectives of narrations, calling words for Pra Wo-Pra ta, and story introduction.
Moreover, there are event presentation methods which consist of 4 events. Events
that create a presentation of a hero are event of an act of leader, planning event,
fighting event, war triumph even. Events that portray an image of a rebellion are 3
main events which are an event of objection, migration event, a defeat of a war.
These 2 types of events are gone through a process of interpretation by an author. It
creates a meaning of Pra Wo-Pra Ta through a presentation of an event. Additionally,
the study of the presentation of Pra Wo-Pra Ta in folk stories from 2 sides of
Mekhong River creates an understanding of roles of folk stories on a reflection of a
presentation from Lao and Thai perspectives. Moreover, the folk stories can also
reflect a process of a meaning creation of Pra Wo-Pra Ta in an aspect of a hero and a
rebel from the perspectives of Thai and Lao people which lead to a creation of

public consciousness of the two groups.

Keyword : representations, Pra Wo-Pra Ta, Narrative of Mekong basin
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