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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were (1) to study the condition of positioning
an assistant village headman of a woman in Rong Kham district of Kalasin province,
and (2) to study the negotiation and adjustment of an assistant village headman to
circumstance and obstacle which were determined by sex factor in Rong Kham
district of Kalasin province through the implementation of qualitative research
method. The results of this study reflected the condition that a woman was selected
as an assistant village headwoman from the conditions of a village headman as a
selector and of a selected woman herself. The selector’s condition consisted of an
acquaintanceship with a selected person, also a close relative, leadership behavior,
experience with work for public, a well-respected person of a village and family
support so these the conditions of an assistant village headwoman were to benefit a
village headman and. this must be approved by villagers to simplify a village
headman’s work. The condition that a woman accepted a role of an assistant village
headwoman was the generation of a certain income to increase her bargaining power
in a family and a good acquaintanceship-with a village headman which could be an
acquaintance, neighbor, relative, husband, wife, or old colleague. And an assistant
village headwoman was as a village leader leading a woman to feel accepted. From
her prior housework and family care, but after positioning an assistant village
headwoman it led in working outside the home and feeling more accepted. An

assistant village headwoman often had a self-motivation for local development,



social work, and participation in a village.

The work of an assistant village headwoman was about the
administration-related work which originally a man was selected for such work and
until now more -women were selected to work as leaders but, however, some
problems and obstacles at work occurred. With a female sex, a woman had to
bargain and adjust to circumstance and obstacle which were determined by sex
factor. An assistant village headwoman adjusted and bargained through an expression
of support, compliance, adaptation or adjustment to receive an acceptance in terms
of dressing, family and work performance to succeed in her responsible task. When
problems occurred, an assistant village headwoman’s expression was through a
refusal and behavior of daily resistance i.e., gossip, self-disclosed behavior and
complaint with friends or family members. However, the housework of family care
still remained when she was an assistant village headwoman. Therefore, this needed
to create her social space to receive an acceptance for both crucial roles of a
housewife and an assistant village headwoman and for woman’s capability to
successfully perform both tasks. The adjustment of an assistant village headwoman
was the creation of sexual identity which was as self-identity for developing her

social space to gain bargaining power and a change to get socially accepted.

Keyword : Feminism), Politics of Everyday Life, Sex
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